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PREFACE.. 



I 



M a very flatteriag Ciiti^e, ^kh M« Jean* 
Fmicoif Andri has dene »e due honour to {>ul»lisk 
in Pans, wkh Im Translatidn of the Novel of ' 
'^ George Ramwd^'' after noti^t^fig tiie character^ 
of Mtntaiy Barwttidi and Milmo^, he observes,^ 
^ II y a d^autres caracteres dans *le rocnan plus ou 
^ moins estims^les ; i^ais ilyen a fort peu d^inutiles i 
^ puis qu^ainsi4|iae|dans Paction draniati«pe,presque 
'^ tous concourrent a fi^rmer ie noeud, ou ie d^- 
^^ nouement ; el cette cos^duite confoipae -k c^Ai^ 
<^ du tke&tre, est celle que Marmontd pr^esi, p^w^ 
** denner au roman une phus grande ptrftcUm*** 

froud ae I am (and why should I conceal it% 

•f thi« elegium, froiH t-hc pen of a man <rf' letters,. 

a stranger, a foreigner, and even in a national sensei 

^ ©fan enemy,* the gratificaJtioa pf vanity is by <ia 

means the origin of its present quotation^ 






FRSFACE. 



This opinion of Marmontel on the perfection of 
an art, in which he is- university acknowledged ta 
have excelled, I learnt for the first time froiii the flat- 
tering application of it by M« Andre. I have, how- 
ever, long been persuaded, that the more a Novelise 
can confine himself within the rules of the Drama, so 
much the more he will be likely to attain the chief 
end of a Novel,— the rational amusement of a po*^ 
lished class of readers. The success of this plan 
has been strikingly displayed in the " Simple 
Story" of Mrs. Inchbald, and more recemtly in- 
tlie "Belinda" of Miss Edgeworth. The foot- 
steps of these writers might doubtless have been- 
foUowed without hazard of the slightest xkviation 
from the path of real genius and correct taste. I 
cannot but- rejoice however in the opportunity of 
shielding my humble attanpts under the auspices 
^ of so respectable an authority as Marmontel, espe- 
cially as in this Novel I have endeavoured to ap- 
proach nearer to the CcndviU dtk Theatre than in» 
niy former production. 

The character of WatUnstein^ in Schiller's Dra- 
ma of that name, suggested to jne an outline for 
the character of the Hero of my Novel, and I have^ 
even borrowed from my school-fellow, Cole- 
yidge^ his translation of the Scene of the Astrolo- 
gical Tower. I am luicoascious of any other 
pla^ii 



TRifA<;e* 



It becomes me to express the gratitude I feel 
~ for the indulgence shewn to my former produc- 
tions, and tiespectfully to remind the critical 
reader, that the contiibutions, which as an Ama'* 
itur I have the presumption to contribute to this 
department of the Republic of Letters, shrink 
from all competition wkh ^e finished labours of 
professed Utcratu 



L&ndon^ Feb. 1802. 
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CHAK J. 

« %JViEs gcrne^ Hanbniy— fhe's gooe** 

e;8:j:lai]!ned Captain Melville to his 
friend the Reverend Mr. Hanbury^ who 
bad jufl: arrived a): the door of a fmal} 
pleafaBt retreat, called th« Cottage, 9$fjr 
Tenby, in South Wales, 

** She has left me thefie itwo d^ys" 
crominued the Captain, ^ ** and yet 1(, 
jwn alive, — yes I have oi;itIiv£d tb^ fcr 
jparati<:^ which I have pften fwo^ 
lyoujtd be the breaking up pf thl^ ol^ 
weather-beaten bark. '* 

VOL. u A Th€ 
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The captain flruggled in vain to 
conceal a few tears. " Fie, fie, m^n/* 
faid'Mr. Hanbury, " cheer up, cheer 
up. " " No, n^ver, never again—- the 
trial has fo Ihattered this old heart, that 
it is nothing now but a wreck paft all 
repairing — I feel my old hull' won't 
float long, — no, downitmuft go — and 
therefore I am happy in this vifit from 
ao old friend before I fink for ever/* 

** Come, come Melville, Ihake ofF 
this Tapourifh fit, look about you man, 
there are a thoufand comforts ftill left 
foryourenjoyment;—^thispleafant little 
cottage"— 

** Pleafant ! — zounds 'tis as difmal 
as a fpanilh prifon now flie has left it • 
and as to my favourite little cabin at 
the end of the rofe wklk, where we have 
fo often fmoaked a pipe together, for 
the foul of me, I can't go near it. 

Every 
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.Every thing about.it brings to my re- 
membrance the kind attentions of my 
dear Oceana. In one corner hangs the; 
fampler, which flie worked when only 
five years old; and the flourifliings, 
-round the edges, I remember were 
worked by my poor wife, who loved 
her with the afFeflion of a mother. 
Then in another part, are thofe beauti* 
fill landscapes which you and I have fo 
often admired ; — then, there you know 
hang the likeneffes of our two ugly 
phizzes, painted by the dear interefting 
foul ; — befides thefe, there's the head of 
the old man, worked in needle work, and 
•—but pflbaw — ^why Ihould I mention 
her, why ihould I think on her endear- 
ing, fond attention, when I may per- 
haps never fee her again, ! — Fool, mad- 
man,, that I was to part with her, nay, 
to perfuade her to go." 

^J Recoiled; my old friend, it was 
A 2 a defire 
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a defire to ferve her that prompted thhi 
feparatioti, and doubtlefs it will prove 
advantageous. The friendflirp of two 
fuch amiable ladies, as the fillers of 
Lord Latimore, was not to be reje6);ed« 
Confider ihdit in this fecluded part of 
the world, flic has not a fair chance of 
fettling to advantage ; and rcfleft whait 
her fituation muft be, if flie remains 
without a prote6lor, when providence 

may fee fit— 

» 

** There again now — Hanbiiry it 
drives me mad to think upon my own 
folly. Had I not been the moft eafy 
gull, the moft ftnpid dupe, that ^ver a 
fcoundrel lawyer caught hold oflF, I 
might myfclf have fupported her in 
affluence whilft I lived, and left her a 
fplendid fortune at my death. What 
an old fool muft I have been. At the 
age of fixty •eight, having acquired a 
few thoufands a year in return for many 

years 



years hard fervice, befides tfi^ lofs of 
an eye and an arm, inftead of lying at 
anchor in the ealm Bay of dbmeftic 
tranquillity, I mud launch into the 
rough fea of Polities, and fquander 
away wealth by vrholefale, for the 
honour of Sanding candidate for a feat 
in parliament,, and the mortification of 
being laughed" at when I loft my elec- 
tion as well sys my money. It was fo 
egregious a folly, that I muft have been 
shftigated by the devil, in his old ffiape 
ef a lawyer, to^havs committed it/' 

" But why indulge in fuch retro- 
pe£ls as thefe ?' Why regret what can 
never be retrieved ? Let us change the 
fubje£l. 

** No; Hanbury, now we are upon 

it,. I will not leave it, till I have fulfilled 

the purpofe for which I principally 

defired this vifit — ^but you want re-% 

A 3 frefliment 
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frelhment after your journey. 

Having ' feated themfelves in the: 
parlour, and being furniflied with" pipes 
and tobacco, ale for the parfon, and 
grog for the captain, — the latter thus 
commenced his narrative, 

**- Excepting you and myfelf, Han-, 
bury, all who know her, believe that 
Oceana is my daughter. You have 
long known the contrary; but even 
you have hitherto remained ignorant of 
the circumftances which gave her to my 
care. I fliall now entruft them to your 
facred keeping. " 

" Youremembermyfirftvoyageinthe 
Lion after I was made poll ; a noble fhip 
flie was. She was then on the Mediterra- 
nean ftation, and we were lying off Leg- 
horn. At that port I -received orders to 
fail in ten days for the Eaft Indies.— 



s^leKdid misery. 7 

My wife, who, you recollefl, accompa- 
nied me that voyage, was on fhdre while 
we remairled ofF Leghorn. At the houfe 
Inhere flie lodged, r^fided an Italian lady, 
who \ras. the fubjeft of much tattle 
amdng th6 curious. She was pregnant, 
and paffed for a widow r fhe was called 
the Sorrowful Reclufe, from her dejefted 
appeara'Jtifee, andjhe retired manner in 
which Ihe lived; for fheHudied every 
method of concealment. 1 know not 
by what chance fli6 was introduced to 
my wife, but, however, after a little ac- 
quaintance with each other, Ihe confided 
to Mrs. Melville, her wifh to leave- Leg- 
horn privately, arid- her defire to fettle 
^in fom6 diftant country. 

*' The opportunity that prefented it- 
felf in the order which I received, to fail 
fofthe Eaft, appeared almoft miraculous 
to the poor lady. My wife fpoke the 
Italian as well as flie could fpeak her 
A 4 native 
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native languaget and I, her hufband^ 
commanded a fhip of ivar, failing in a 
few days for juft fuch a diftant place c^ 
refuge as this ftranger was defirous of 
reaching* My deair Mary, you know^ 
had a heart ever ready to fympathife 
with the unhappy ; it is cafy therefore 
to imagine that (he foon felt an intereft 
in the fufferings of one who appeared to 
be fuffering unworthily^ Her o£Fers of 
affi dance were gratefully accepted^ and 
it was agreed, that the evening previous 
to our leaving the port, the ftranger 
ihould privately come on hoard. On 
the morning of that day, however, there 
arrived a meflenger in great hafte, who 
brought her letters of fuch a nature as to 
overwhelm the poor lady with anguilh 
and terror. She fled on board inftantly, 
'2»,ccompanied by my wife, having diC* 
charged her only attendant, a female 
fervant. All her baggage was comprifed 
in that little curioufly-wrought boK 

which 
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ff hich you have feen in the cabin. To 
fiiortf n the tale, I ihall merely (late to 
you, that owing to the terror of her mind, 
or fome other caufe, this ftranger was pre- 
maturely delivered on board the Lion, 
of the dear girl, whom I have called 
Oceana, not merely becaufe (he was born 
on the ocean, but becaufe I had always 
determined to give that name to my 
€Hvn child,^ had Providence ever bleffed 
me with one, as a mark of my attach- 
ment to the fea; The poor lady fur- 
vivcd the birth of her daughter only a 
few day$i dtoing ]which, though perfeft- 
ly fenfible, fhe remained fpeechlefs and 
almoft mottonlefs. The conveniencies 
I had ftored ' aboard on my wife's ac- 
count, her attentions, and the flcill of 
my furgeon, preferved theinfant^ though 
we loft the motben 

" I had always been defirous of chil- 
4ien, and was not withput hope that 

A. 5: my 
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my Mary would have prefented me with 
one in the courfe of that voyage. »That 
hope Heaven f^w fit to fruftrate^ and 
the preparations for the expefted event 
were you fee deftined to ferve us ia ano- 
ther, which we could not have forefeeni 

** After the dleath of the poor lady 
our firft thoughts were naturallyled to 
a difcovery of her name and hiftory— 
for not one hint had Ihe dropped con- 
cerning either. My wife was the only 
perfon on board who could converf^r 
with her; and to her ihe had communi- 
cated no other intelligence than that flie 
was unfortunate When ihe was taken 
in labouF ihe preffed the. hand of Mrs. 
Melville, and with tears entreated her 
to give her the confolation of knowing, 
that if ihe ihould die in giving birth to 
another, her babe might find a parent 
in her. ** The contents of the little 
box," faid ihe, '* will relieve you from 

all 



All pcituniiry burthen; and Heaven 
will reward you for your- care/ ^Af- 
fure me iheti* of this, dear^ benevoleftt, 
Engliffi-woinai?, "anil* affu^«^ -me fur- 
ther that ♦tirither you liof your huf- 
band -will ever-'divuigef to^my child 
the ftoiy of its mother; educate it in 
the ppottftant faitti,' and- give it na 
reafd»«to imagina^ that' its mother wj» 
a foreigner-«^it"^pbflibre adopr.it. a^ 
your own, or at kaft take every: pre- 
caution> to prevent th^ poffibility of 
its ever being claimed by fthdfe, who 
have perfectrted to dea^h its unhappy 
mother." Humanity diftated our anf- 
^er to this re<![ueft, and the dying 
fmiles of the unfortunate mother *ex- 
preffed her gratitude ! ^ - 

" After her death lopcned the little 

box intheprefenceof my wife,ihe furge- 

on, and a nrurfe, whomlhad hired forthe 

voyage, under the expectation already 

A 6 mentioned. 



mentioned. It coaUined pieces l>f 
g6ld com to the amount of about fix 
thoufand pounds, a goldm crofs, Mil« 
ton's Paradife Loft, in Ei^glifh, (on tht 
title page of which was wHtten *' Mor- 
timer/') and a fmall bundk of letters, 
all of which were figned " Mortimer," 
and dire£iied to " (Mivia/* They were 
iiot in the ftyle of love letter^, but evi** 
diently the real Sentiments and fedings 
of a noble and well informed mind, on; 
a variety of fubjeifts. They were all writ* 
ten in Italian. The letter which had fo 
much alarmed the poor fuflPererat Leg- 
horn, completed the contents of the box^ 
It was written in bad Italian, and fimply 
addreflfed— " To Olivia/' The literal 
tranflation runs thus — ••Honoured La- 
dy, we are at Paris; your route has been 
difcovered ; very fpon after thi^ reaches 
you we ihall be at Leghorn* Secrete 
yourfeif orfly the moment you receive 
it ; London is the next point in our ex- 
pedition, 



peMAon, if fou efcape us at L^Kdrn ;. 
you will tfae!refor& avoid Sugland :~» 
Wh€reveryou go Heaven pitfenrey ou ; 
dire& yourcOmoKuidil as ufiial; and if 
within theicom|>afs df poffilyility your 
^tfaful fervaxit will fulfil i^em. 

HYv BENSON/* 

, ** This- was all tl^ infon»)ati««i w% 
fathered from the cimtents of the/boac^ 
From the incarre&nefs df the Italian iU 
this laft letter my wife concluded that 
Benfon was an EngHfli ffffvaut iti the 
retinue .of her purfuers; but this acid 
all elfewas vague conjeAure^ nor was 
there a fin^e clue that CQuId l^ad^ 
any further difcovery, 

^^ The unfortunate «bjed of our en** 
r»o£ty was coiiikuditted to the deep. 

" The in£ant thrived, and i^ contf^ 
tmed our voyage ivithou^ any tfatiig paiv 

titular 
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ticular otcurriiig till oar arrival at Cal- 
cutta): foon after which, the furgeon of 
the lion bafely ftele, from the belplcfs 
orphan, the gold he hadfeen d^p<>iited 
mthe box> and efcaped up'thc cdufttry. 
I ordered a party of marintfsiii purfui* 
of the fcoundrel, who furprifed him on 
the banks of a river with the gold in his 
"handkerchief, for he had- left' the box 
and its other contents** Bein^ an excel- 
lent fwimmer, he plunged into the river, 
and attempted to '€i<of3 it. One of the 
marines- daftly level led his piece at him, 
and fhot him. He funk with thegold ; 
and neither he nor the property were 
ever feen again*, t 

** In the very fame week died the nurfe^- 
whom we had^ brought ^frorn Europe. 
The combination of tlrtfe- events remfov- 
ing the witneffes to Oceana's true ftory, 
we determined to adopt her as our own ; 
a rcfplutioir. to which her povertjf was 

now 



now an additional motive. When we 
wrote to England therefore we informed 
our friends of the birth of a daughter; 
and in about four )rears afterwards pre^ 
fented to^ them the lovely Oceana*. 

What a Cngular dfeftihy the poo» 
girl's is ; deprived of parental care, fht 
was yet, at her birth, poJOTefled of a lit- 
fele fortune, which I hoped with careful 
hufbanding to have made mut:h larger,-—* 
that a villain ftble : — well, ftill Ihe was 
fortunate in the protedion Ihe received 
from the beft of women. Few girls of 
large fortune can boafl fuch an educa* 
tion. What with the elegant accom* 
pliihments which. Mrs. Melville taught 
her, and the folid learning which Ibe 
derived from your kindnefs, my old 
friend, where is there fuch another ?— 
Xmuft be proud to fay, your own Emma 
does not match her ! Then in perfon^ 
where is there a form fo truly eliegant; 

a face 
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ft face fo peTk€Ay beautiful, ititereflmg^ 
imd intelligent^ And was not there the 
fairefl profped of her inheriting, a feiT 
ftcres^at'leafl from me ? When my poor 
brother Dick died; and the manor came 
into my hands, did' not I always fay 
every penny fhould be her's — and then 
comes that d— --^d fcoundrel of a bo* 
rough-broker, Mendham, with his^Iec* 
tioa proje&s, and kicks me down thirty 
tiumfand" pounds for the honour of be* 
ing. called an independent candidate, 
and a friend of freedom : thus reducing ^ 
a really independent man to the fcanty. 
pittance of two hundred a year, and a^ 
Captain's half pay> Poor Oceana — ytt' 
to fee how fte bore the change-^to fee 
her fweet^ endearing. fmileis, her exer* 
tions to fbothe my rough anger at the 
effe£U of my own folly ! Then again/ 
fince we hare loft her whom fhe confi«»* 
ders as h^nother^ with what filial ten^ 
demefs and attention has ihe labcm^red 

to 



-to fupply hef lofs. Oh Hanlmry, Han-i 
bur/i what an oldfool have I been ta 
2«nderdepeB<fency f^ lot of that dear 
gid,. when I might, and d*««nie Ought 
to, have lefr her the revenue of Ajpriii- 
€efs : It makes me hluhher like a milk- 
fop lA a ftowa/^ 

Here the unA^igned regret of thk 
fenerotts old Gaptnin was ^£Fe€tingI]^ 
evinced by fome involuntary tears. It 
was not till after a confiderable time that 
Captain Melvilfecould'fuffiGiiB^ntly ccmi* 
mand himfelf to (late to his firiend, that 
hiis adopted daughter was, with difficulty, 
prevailed upon to accept the repeated 
invitations, of hex early fiiends, Ladies 
Julia and Amelia Latimore, to pa& the 
winter at leaft with them. * ' At length,'* 
continued he, *' flie reluftantly left me, 
upon your promife of lending me your 
Emma, till her return, and now I am^ 
more than half inclined to recal faer.«-«t. 
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tainty. t fhall never while Hive fa 
much pain the dear child of my adop^ 
lion, as to vemove the veil thrown over 
her turtfa, unlefs at the fame moment 
I can Kcftore to her a real fother. 
Should nothinglike what I^have alluded 
to happen within a few years after my 
deceafe, then, my friend, I charge you, 
take fome fuitable opportunity of 
difclofing t9 her the midbu. Tell her 
that they who nurmred her,, from dlf^ 
hour of htr birth', Ibved her with aft 
nffeffion e^al to tftat which: nature 
jilants in the bofoms of parents; and 
tdl her further, that in dfeath noting, 
caufed me fo much remorfe, as the re- 
membrance of die folly, which com«- 
pelledme to. leave her dependant* " 

Here ceafed the generous old Cap^ 
lain, whofe bofom glowed with^ that 
pure benevolence, which raifes Human* 
nature to an affinity with CQd:himfelf. 

€HAP. 
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CHAP. n. 

A Fumily PiSure. 

JL HE family iiito which Oceana, out 
fair orphan, had now entered, was of the 
very firft confideration. 

The late Earl of Latlmore had been 
an aflive and kading member of the 
Cabinet for feveral years pi^cedmg his 
diflblution* He had lived long enough 
to hail the reaIi2artion of his fondefl 
hopes, for the aggrandiiement and im^ 
provement of his children's fortunes ; 
for he had lived to fee each of his four 
fons approaching to the highefl; digni- 
tk$ that are attainable in the feveral 
walks of life, which they bad chofen.-— 
At the period of his deceafe^ his heir^ 

th€ 
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the prefent Earl, was ambaffador at Vi* 
«nna ; he had vifited moll of th^ Euro* 
pean Courts in high diplomatic charac* 
ters : he poffefled the •confidence of go- 
vernment and of his fovereign, and the 
path to the firft honours and the fu* 
premeft power of the empire, which a 
fubje£l can attain, feemed fmoothed to 
his progrefy. 

His fecond fon, William, was co* 
loner of a regiment of the Guards. His 
third fon, Godfrey, was a bilhop, and 
was perhaps the youngell man that ever 
was honoured with the mitre. His 
youngeft fon, Edward, was captain of 
a man of war, a ftation to which his gal- 
lant fpirit, no lefs than his father's in- 
tereft, had raifed him. The friends of 
Oceana, Ladies Julia and Amelia, com*- 
pleted the family. Thefe ladies having 
at an early period of their lives been de- 
prived of an excellent mother, had re- 

fided 



^ded principally under the fuperinteti- 
dattce of a Gbvemefs, at Latimox^ Hall, 
in Derby fhire* 

In this Tdilrement they had acqui- 
red many mental accomplifhments. — 
Lady Julia wrote and* fpoke the French, 
Italian and German languages elegantly 
and corrcftly . . She ' had! .« ail ex tenfi ve 
knowledge of botany, and her pencil 
moft admijcably ^opi^d $hefe prpdufti- 
ons of nature, which flie hafi; ipiide th^ 
peculiar obj^aspfb^rftudy. ;, 

I^dy Amdia,. wJjofe difpqfition was 
more lively, eviucefd little inclina- 
tion for ftudy , -or.fedcQtary amufemcnts; 
Mujic.alflne excepted, in whidi fciencc 
flie was a-miftrefs. She fung IWeetly, 
and danced with a grace and agility very 
rarely combined. Iniheirperfons, both 
^T!- ^^f '?i ^^.*rAwelia .pofeffedfupe, 
rior'attraQlons of beautj^^.. The ,f pw, 

tenance 
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tenmce of Julia iras int^rsfiing aQd«ii» 
preffivr; liut that of Amelia was inter* 
filing ill the extreme* A biufli ofhealdk 
was relieved by a complexion temark« 
ably fait^ Whilft the fparkling Vivacity 
of het blfi€ eyt8» the laughing dimples 
of faer cheeky aaddieartfa expreffion of 
her irofy lips, ftmck the btholcter with 
lidighi a»d acfaDaiiatioti. 

Julia rivettcd the attcntiofi of her 
^ar^nsfiy^tfae intelligence, folidity, an3 
|;race of her eoiKveriktion : — Amdia 
channed every one by her lively man-^ 
"luirs and fportive fancy. Univetfal be- 
laavolence warmed the bofottis of both, 
anci the tfmoceift and generous impulfes 
t>f their nafture, aloue^ had hitherto been 
galled into aftion. 

Such were the young friends of 
Oceana, with whom flie had formed a 
ftrid intimacy during her refidence at 

the 
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the former feat of Captain Melville, in 
Derbylhire, which happened to be con- 
tiguous to Latimore HalU 

Julia and Amelia, the former efpe- 
cially, beqame aflPeftionately. attached 
to Oceana ; and when the poverty of 
her fuppofed .father drove her from 
Derbyihw to Wales, their diftrefs at 
her departure, and its caufe, was genuine 
and deepi Their friendfhip continued 
unblafted by. thofe winds of adverlity, 
which withered the fortunes of their 
friend. They correfponded regularly — 
ever addreffing her as their filler. 

Upon the deceafe of their father they 
removed to his town refidence, in Berk- 
ley-fquare, and had continued there, 
fince that event, under the proteftion of 
their brother, the Bifhop, as the prefent 
Earl of Latimore had not yet arrived 
from the Continent. 

VOL. I B With 
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With the confent of the Bifliop they 
had repeatedly entreated the company 
of their friend, and the day now arrived, 
when the welcome tidings were an- 
nounced to them, that Mifs Melville was 
at their door. With a friendly impa- 
tience to embrace their long expefted 
gueft, they broke through the cold forms 
of high life, and ran to meet her in the 
hall. Sincere falutations were exchang- 
ed, and ratified with fweet kifles of 
fifterly afFeftion. The rapture of meet- 
ing was fucceeded by the eagernefs of 
enquiry concerning the events which 
had occurred during their long fepara- 
tion. Two hours flew away ere they 
conceived one had elapfed, and they 
were unexpeftedly joined by their three 
brothers, who had dined with them, 
and whom they had left at the dinner 
table. 

Ladies Julia and Amelia vied with 
each other in praifes of their friend, as 

they 
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they introduced her to their brothers. 

Colonel Latimore, who was cele- 
brated for his gallantry to the fair fex, 
was lavijQi of his encomiutns on the 
beauty of Oceana, and rallied his lifters, 
with much pieafantry, for their folly in 
introducing fuch an obje6l, as mufl: 
infallibly lelTen the force of their own 
charms. 

The Bifliop was dignified in his 
demeanour, yet not haughty ;-"there 
was a fettled calm upon his counte- 
nance that repelled the approach of 
levity, though, at the fame time, it 
feemed to court the jittention of the 
rational and the worthy. When Oce- 
ana was introduced to him, ** I hope, 
Mifs Melville, " faidhe *' that my lis- 
ters will evince their gratitude, for the 
favour you have done us in relinquifh- 
in^ the proteftion of a father and the 
B 2 tranquillity 
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tranquillity of your own home, for 

the buftle of this great city. They 
already owe much to your friendfhip 
and talents, and, I am fure, it will be 
their own fault, if the honour of this 
viiit does not add as much to their 
improvement, as it has done to their 
obligations. " 

Oceana was about to return a fuit- 
able reply, when Captain Latimore, 
who had filled his glafs with rather lefs 
difcretion than his brothers, with a 
noble, open countenance, and a fmile, 
that was the' emblem of his light heart, 
exclaimed, — .**So, ladies, in every 
thing I am to have a younger brother's 
ftiare— after the gallantry of a Colo- 
nel, and the fentimentallity of aBifhop, 
what chance have poor I? — I will, 
however, venture to welcome with fin- 
cerity, fuch a valuable addition to our 
family, andlwilhtoG — ,tht old one xnsiy 

give 
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I giveh^r as hearty a reception as I do." 

This honed eiffufion of the young 
Captain rather confufed the party,-— 
*' William is 2i Jailor, Mifs Melville, " 
faid the Bifhop fignificantly,---'* By 
the old oncy would you fuppofe he 
meant the Earl of Latimore ? There 
is, to be fure, a difference of more than 
twenty years in their ages, but, I be- 
lieve, Lord Latimore is much more 
indebted to his referved turn of mind 
^ and his (late employments, than to his 
years, for the Captain's epithet of old 
—is i'nt fo, William ?" *' E'en as you 
will, my Lord," replied the Captain. 

Whilft tea was ferving, a courier 
arrived from the Earl of Latimore, who 
was hourly expefted : he announced 
that ** His Lordfliip was prevented 
reaching town that evening, but that 
his Secretary would arrive about mid- 
B 3 night, 
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night, as he was charged with dif- 
patches for Government." 

' " Midnight!" exclatmed the Cap- 
tain with a loud laugh — *' Well done, 
old one : oh, if his Secretary hadjnot ar- 
rived at midnight it would have been 
nothing — as it is, what a fine Uploma* 
tic dajli ! If we have much more of this 
ftate dignity,*' continued he, in a feri- 
ous tone, *' by George I muft flip ca- 
ble : — pray Mifs ^elville," turning to 
Oceana, ** are you of a. romantic caft; 
if fo, you are fortunate ; for you could 
not polEbly have fet your foot upofn 
more romantic ground. Only pifture 
to yourfelf a brother, who for many 
years has been abfent from his native 
land ; who has devoted his day^to the 
good of his country, and has facrificed 
all thofe narrow brother and Jijler^ and 

faiher and mother fort- of feelings, which 
common people cherifh, to the enlarged 

fentiment 



SPL^ENDID MISERY. ^1 

fentiments of the Patriot and the States- 
man. When Providence deprived us 
of the mod excellent of fathers, and 
wc found ourfelves dependent upon 
the illuftriaus bead of aur houfe ; in* 
ftead of flying on the wingj^ of love to 
us ; infteadof meetingus with a warmth 
ofaiFedlion, that might at once remave 
all apprehenfions of his pawer, efpe- 
cially from his iiflers^} he comes to us^ 
concealed in doubt, and covered with 
a gloom of my K^ry,. With none of us 
has he exchangedany of the intercourfes 
of a brother. £duca4;ed at a different ' 
fchool ; feparated in earlieft youth 
from all of usy w£^ are almoft ignorant 
©fhisperfon, and: totally foof his difpo- 
fition, except, indeed, by report, which 
paints him a myfterious,. melancholy 
man. Since the death of our father, he 
has once condoled with us, by letter, in 
general, common -place terms ; but all 
other, his gracious communications, 
B 4 have 



■gr» spDkndid misery. 

-have been made through the medium 
of his Secretary — this fame Secretary^ 
who is to arrive here about midnight. — 
Now, Mifs Melville, if you have one 
fpark of curiofity in your compofition, 
you will not, fatigued as you arCj-fhink 
of retirement till you have feen this Se- 
cretary, from 'whom, thoiigha ftranger, 
-we anxioufly e^tpefl; to glean fbmc ac- 
count of out* dwn brother." 

It was in vain, that the Colonel 
^rallied — that the Bifhop remdnftrated' ; 
Captain Latimore at-no time 'was very 
cautious of his language, and, at prefent, 
'the wine he-hadt^ken rather increafeli 
-Ihan diminifhed thedefire he generally 
felt to tell all that he knew, and honeftly 
to utter all that he thought. The La- 
dies; Julia and Amelia, however, em- 
braced the fii^ft opportunity of with- 
drawing, with Oceana, to their own. 
apartment, where they more than con- 
firmed 
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firmed all the intimations of their talka* 
tive brother. They confided, into the 
aflFeflionate bofom of their friend, their 
apprehenfions and their hopes, and 
not without tears lamented the lofs of 
their parents, which placed them in fo 
unpleafant a ftate of dependence upon 
a ftranger-^brother.. 

Tales of paff times, and the antici- 
pation of future, fcenes, fo clofely fuc- 
ceeded each other, that the bell tolled 
twelve ere a Reparation, for the night, 
was once fuggeftcd. Alqiofl: at the 
fame inftant, the trampling of horfes, in 
the court yard, announced the arrival 
©f the expefited Secretary. 

The hearts of Julia and Ameliapal- 
pitated. A carriage now rolled into 
the court yard — they heard the door 
open, and the ftep letting down. — 
y Perhaps my brother!" exclaimed 
B 5 Julia. 
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Julia. " Courage, courage," faid 
Oceana. Amelia remained filent, — 
They all three trembled. In a few 
minute?, a tap was heard at the door of 
the apartment. It was theBilhop.— 
•* Julia — Amelia, — may Icome in," faid 
he. In a moment the door was opened. 
** You are alarmed, my dear fifters. 
Why do you tremble thus ?" faid he, 
taking a hand of each of them. ** You 
do the Earl much injuftice by fuch ap- 
prehenfions. Why anticipate any other 
than the tendereft reception ?" ". Is he 
arrived ?" enquired Amelia, ** No," 
replied the Bifhop, ** it is Mr. Elmer, 
his Secretary/* ** Has he brought any 
letters," '' No," replied the Biflhop, 
** but he has feme communications for 
• you, my fifters, which, if it is not too 
]ate, he wifhes to deliver to you to- 
night." They were too anxious to learn 
his communications to poftpone the 
audience. Candles were, therefore, or- 
dered 
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dered into the library, where, attended 
by their brother and Oceana, the ladies 
repaired, and where Mr. Elmer was 
requefted to attend them. 

Mr. Elmer entered, and was intro- 
duced to his lifters, by the BiQiop. The 
confidential fituation. which he held, 
threw an intereft round him, which made 
him the obj eft. of ftri6l examination at 
the prefent moment.. 

He appeared to Be about the age 
of twenty-five years ; his. perfon was 
handfome ; his countenance noble and 
intelligent; his addrefs was eafy, y^t 
modell;. and the impreffion which his 
appearance altogether made on the be- 
holder, was in every refpefl to his ad*- 
vantao[e. 

/* It was my Lord's particular or- 
der/' faid he, ** when I parted with 
B 6 him 
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him at Dover, to ufe all poffible means 
of reaching Bertley ■ fquare to-night, as 
it is his intention to fleep here to-mor- 
row. He ordered me perfonally to 
make his moft afiFeftionate remem- 
brances to the family, and particularly 
to the Ladies ; to affure them that no- 
thing but the moft unremitting atten- 
tions which he has been obliged to be- 
ftow on the objefls of his embafly, 
could have prevented his writing to 
them, and to requeft that they wvaul4 
have the goodnefs to fuperintend the 
execution of his orders relative to fome 
trifling arrangements, which, however, 
he ordered to me add, are neceflary to 
his comfort. The firft is, that a bed 
may be made up, for his Swifs fervant, 
in the fame chamber as my Lord's :— - 
ihe fecond, that double doors of baize 
may be added to the entrance of the 
fmall room, which was made ufe of by 
the late Earl as a ftudy : — and laftly, 

that 
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that the domeftics, in general, be parti- 
cularly cautioned, on no pretence to en- 
ter my Lord's pretence without his owit 
fummons/' 

Ladies, Julia and' Amelia, looted af 
each other, — the Bifliop himfelfappear- 
ed furprifed. Recovering himfelf, how* 
ever, -" Does the Earl enjoy a good 
ftate of health, Mr. Elmer/* faid he^ 
*^^ thefe precautions feem to indicate 
tlie contrary." ** I have noticed no 
change in my Lord's conftitution fince 
I have had the honour of ferving him ; I 
never heard him complain of ill health. '*^ 
"You have refided with him fometime, 
I believe, fir." " Nearly five years, my 
Lord ; when thie Earl left England on 
his prefent embafly, I was recommended 
by fome friends, at Oxford, as an aman-" 
uenfis, to the Secretary to the embajBTy. 
This fituation introduced me to xtiy 
Lord — ^and he was pleafed to honof me 

with 
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with his notice* He wanted at that 
time an amanuenfis for his own con- 
cerns, and offered me the fituatibn of 
his private fecretary, which I have had 
the honor of retaining to the prefent: 
hour/' 

At this moment the Colonel and the ^ 
Captain, who had been lounging away 
the evening at the Opera, joined the* 
party in the library. They were intro- 
duced to Mr. Elmer, and made ac- 
quainted with the Earl's requefls. 

Captain Latimore coul$l not refrain ■ 
from laughter. " Excellent — bravo ! I' 
told you fo, Mifs Melville, I told you, 
you would be gratified : and pray fir," 
continued' he, addrefling Mr. Elmer, 
** has not his Lordfhip a. few more 
excentricities of this kind. I hope he 
goes through the whole chara6ler of the 
High and Mighty Baron of Days of 

Yore J 
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Yore ! ! And fo/' continued he, " the. 
dbmeftics mull not pop their nofes into^ 
Bisprefence; I tuppofe, fir, he fees no 
company at his table, but feeds om 
roots in. folitude ?- 

** Pardon me, fir," faid Mr, Elmerj- 
" you miftake my Lord's charafter, ex- 
tremely, if you tliiiik him a cynic. But, 
— I would not be thought. too affuming, 
but, if I might advife — " he. hefitated^ 
" Proceed, fir," faid the Bifliop : ** the 
family will efleem themfelves obliged 
by any intimation, which your connec- 
tion with my brother may empower yo^ 
to oflFer us, — be frank, fin" 

** Thus encouraged, fir, I will,*' faid 
Mr. Elmer, ** it is now, as I before ob- 
ferved, five years fince I firft faw the 
prefent Earl of Latimore : I was then 
very young, not more than nineteen. 
Yet the opportunities I had enjoyed, 

added 
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added to an enquiring mind, had giv^en 
me a more extenfive knowledge of man- 
kind, than generally falls to the lot of 
men fo young. I foon difcovered that 
tny noble mailer was no common man. 
A mind with fuch capacious powers, 
and ftored with fuch extenfive know- 
ledge, I Ihould, till that time, have be- 
lieved was more than human. The dif- 
cipline of his mind appeared equally 
as aftonifhing, as its powers and attain- 
ments. I became not only his fervant,. 
but his difciple : I watched his counte- 
nance when he was filent; and when* 
he fpake, my memory recorded every^ 
fentence. From this vigilance, during 
a period of five years, it may be pre- 
fumed I know my noble mafter. 

'* If there are impreflions which my. 
mind has irrefiftibly imbibed ; if there- 
are conceits, which obfervation and 
imagination have engendered in niy 

brain, 
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"brain,.! am the keeper of my own opi- 
nions. All I will hazard is, that with 
the immenfe fortune — with the -highc 
rank, and extenfive power, which n),y 
noble Lord has .received at the hands; 
of fate, there is fome fpeck of -mifery, 
which dims the fplendour of .his for- 
tunes. J draw this conclnfion from, at 
ilrift obfervation^of his mind and man- 
ners ; and I Andy inceffantly to footh 
thatanguiiDh, which, I conceive, fefter$. 
at Jbiis noble heart. I have prefumcd 
Jtolay thus|much»in this prefence, chiefly 
with a view to prevent the infliftion of 
unintentional wound^ upon his forrow;s, 
for, I affure you, that ridicule would 
prove to his peace a deadly weapon^ 
even in a brother's hands."^ 

Every one applauded the candour 
and goad fenfe of Mr. Elmer ; even the? 
volatile Captain himlelf acknowledged 
his obligation to him; ** for/' conti- 

mjei 
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nucd he, ** much as I difapprove the 
oftentatron and referve of tbe old one, 
yet I would not, for the (bul of me, add 
the weight of a feather to the preffure of 
real affliaion,** After a few more 
queftions and ianfwers, the family fepa- 
rated for the night. Each framed his 
own conjefture on the account deliver- 
ed by Mr. Elmer, and all felt an anxious 
curiofity to behold this extraordinary 
noWeman. Oceana, with this feeling 
of curiofity, mingled, however, the re- 
colleftions of a diftant home *; and as 
fhe reclined her head on her pillow, 
breathed tfie moll fervent prayer to 
Heaven, that the protefling wings of 
the Angel of Peace might be fpread o'eir 
the: couch of her father* 
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HE following day, the Earl of La-, 
timore arrived in Berkley-Square. 

This noblem«n was in the forty-fc- 
cond year of his life. His perfon was 
a model of ihanly beauty, and his 
countenance was full of dignified ex- 
predion. His large eyes fparkling with 
animation, and fhaded by thick black 
eyebrows, and his clofed and curled 
lips, indicated at once, penetration^ 
wifdom, and loftinefs of foul. 

His prefence never failed to excite,. 
even from the meaneft beholder, the 
homage of a ftupid veneration; but in 

the 
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the minds of the difcerning, it created 
thofe warm, yet refpeftful, feelings, 
which the contemplation of greatneli 
and wifdom inspires* 

The firft interview oT the Earl, wit]^ 
his brothers and fillers, was affe£ling. 
The nature of the exifting circumftances 
was fuch, as to throw a diflEdence in 
the way of thofe natural emotions, 
which the occafion would otherwiff 
liave drawn forth. 

The addrefs of Lord Latimore, how-, 
ever, foon banilhed the referve, to 
which his paft condu6l had given birth. 
The ebullitions of his love diffolved at 
once the icy fufpicions that clung to 
their hearts; and the whole family 
hailed him as a brother and a friend. 

Yet ftill that dignity of manners,, 
which was his ftrong cTiarafteriftic,. 

fuffered 
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fuEFbred rio diminution. Whjlft his 
cxpreflSons of kindnefs obtained their 
grateful love, the itreflftible impreflion 
of his fuperiority, tempered it with 
refped* The formality of all his ac- 
tions, tended to increafe this fpecies of 
veneration in no fmall degree. Thus 
after his firft introduftion, in which his 
declarations were general, and his dif- 
courfe was addrefTed equally to all tfae 
family, he retired' to his ftudy, taking 
his eldeCl brother, the Colonel^ with 
him. 

A clofet conference there' took place, 
in which the particular interefts and 
individual concerns of the Colonel 
were canvaffed, and arranged to his 
entire fatisfa^lion. 

When he retired, the Bilhop was fum- 
moned; and after him the Captain. 
Each of thefe extolled their brother as 

a paragon. , 
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paragon. The Bifliop admired hh 
learning almoft as much as his generb- 
fity, and was greatly aftotiifhed by both. 
The Captain himfelf fvrore, — ** that 
aftter all, the old one was a good fellow, 
for he had pledged himfelf to befiege 
the Admiralty till his brother was Com- 
mander in Chief of the Navy, ** 

The Ladies Julia aud Amelia were 
fummoned together, when he thus af- 
feftionateiy addreffed them, — '* Julia 
—Amelia — my dear fifters, " faid he, 
taking each of them by the hand, 
*' may I, indeed, claim you as fuch;— 
our deftinies have, hitherto, thrown us 
fo widely apart from each other, that 
I muft afk for your aflFeftions upon 
credit.— I have been deprived of all op- 
portunity of evincing my love by ac- 
tions, and have, I fear, been confidered 
by yau, at beft, as a very negligent 
brother. Some allowance, however, I 

may^emand on account of my public 

duties,— 



3?LEND1D MISERY. 4y 

duties, — and fotne further extenuation 
of my conduft might, perhaps, be 
drawn from the relation of fome pecu- 
liar tranfaftions of a private nature, 
but which, at prefent, I will not obtrude 
upon you. The folemn event which 
has committed you to my care, doubt- 
lefs, inflifted on you inexprefEble an- 
guifli - You had, indeed, caufe of grief — 
that grief is now, however, I truft, mel- 
lowed into a calm regret ; to a peniGve 
rerriembrance of the great and good 
man, who was our father. Your re- 
colLeftiori of our mother muft be faint ; 
you were fo young at the pieriod when 
ihe died ; fhe was^ in all refpefts, wor- 
thy of our fire. Indeed, my fifters, we 
owe the higheft veneration to the me- 
mory of both our parents : may we 
evince it by an imitation of their vir- 
tues ! 

In the interviews I have juft now had 

with 
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with out brothers, I have endeavoured 
to imprefs themwith a confidence in the 
intereft which my heart takes in their 
welfare. I repeat to you, rhy fifters, 
what I faid to each of them, — that I con- 
fider myfelf merely as the executor of 
my father's will. I am anxious to learn, 
what any perfon thinks, he would have 
expreffed as his pleafure, had he made 
a will, and I fhall ftudy to fulfil that 
fuppofed wifh, as completely as if it had 
been a written teftament. From my 
brothers, I' rejoice to fay, that I have ob- 
tained the confidence 1 fought. The 
Colonel has frankly told me the flate of 
his pecuniary circumftances, which I 
find are too much like a foldier's^ — I 
preffed him to a more ample difclofure, 
and I find that the embarrafTed flate of 
his finances is the only bar to his union i 
with a lady of fome rank and fortune. 
Thisobflacle, lam fure, my father would 
have removed, had he lived to know it ; 

and 



and I hold it my duty toa6l as I think 
he would haveafted. With Edward, I 
own I had fom€ difficulty* He is a true 
pifilure of the Englifli failor ; rough in 
his manners, hut honefl and generous 
in his heart. He plainly told me, my 
referve had difgufted him, and it coft 
fome pains to convince him of the folly 
of expefting me to write familiar epif- 
ties to him, or to any of the family., 
with whofe fentiments and charadlers I 
was wholly unacquainted, I perfuade 
myfelf, that Edward and 1 fhall become 
very good friends, now we have acqui« 
red a knowledge of each other. 

*' I mention thefe circumflances, to 
inducemy fillers to a fimilar confidence. 
I do not mean, that you Ihould imme- 
diately repofe all your thoughts or 
wifhes in the bofom of a ftranger, as I 
am :-— that is not to be expefled. But, 
if there is a wifli you would have ex- 

VOL. It C preffed 
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preffed to me, had you experienced 
for years my love and regard, I ear- 
neftly entreat you to do me the juftice 
of believing me as much your friend, as 
your own hearts can wifli me/* 

Here the Earl kiffed them both affec- 
tionately ; and by the unexpefted kind- 
nefs of his words and manner, brought 
tears into the eyes of his lovely fitters. 
Having thus foftened their minds, and 
opened the avenue to their hearts, 
which was his objeft in this preface, he 
appeared to change the fubjeft, by afk- 
ing them, how long they had been ia 
London ? 

^^ Not a month," faid Juh'a- 

•^ You prefer town to Latimore Hall, 
I prefume ?" 

Lady Julia. ** Amelia does much 
more than I do. I fo much prefer 
that feSifon of the year, which we fpend 

at 



It the Hall, to the drearinefs of winter, 
that all the amufements of the metropo- 
lis do not <:ompenfate, in my eltima* 
tion, for the change." 

Lori L. " And you, Amelia ?" 

Lady A. *' I own my preference fof 
the charms of fociety to thofe of na- 
ture. London and its varieties are 
more pleafingfto methan the unvarying 
beauties that furroundthe Hall, fublime 
as I own they are." 

Lord L. (fmiling) '* But there are 
Sometimes cafual circumflances that at- 
tach on« to lituations. The company 
we meet is frequently more attractive 
^ than local attachment, either to town 
■or country. Now it is no unfair fur- 
mife, that fome *fighing fwain may beck- 
on the one of my fitters to rural fhades; 
whilft fome choice fpirit of faftiioti al- 
lures the other within the circle of Lron 
don audits pleafu res :— Is it fo> ladies?" 
C 2 Lady A. 
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Lady A. •* Til anfwer No,— for the 
town." 

Lady J. ** And I — ^for the country.** 

Lord L. *^ Well, well, I am not 
your confeffor, — ^yet I hope to prove 
myfelf worthy of your confidence, if 
,ever you have occafioh for the advice of 
a brother. One thing only, I think it 
heceflary, as a matter of tufinefs, to af- 
fure you of. I have been confulting 
my brothers, and we are unanimoufly 
of opinion, that the world fhottld know 
that the Earf of Latimore's daughters have 
an independency, fuitable to their rank 
and birth. Deeds will be put in your 
poffeffion, my fifters, in a few days, « 
which will make you as independent as 
you ought to be, and, I believe, as 
wealthy as the daughters of any Noble- 
man in the Kingdom." 

Tli^ emotions of furprife and gratis 

tude 
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fude in the bread of ladies Julia and 
Amelia, were, inexprefTible. They 
both, however, attempted to fpeak, 
when the Earl filenced them. *' No 
thanks — no thanks, my dear girls ; you 
little imagine how ill I merit — " This 
unfinifhed fentence was fpoken quickly, 
and With a ftrong emotion. He feemed, 
inftantly that he had uttered it, to be 
vexed that it had efcaped him. ** We— 
are all of us— -we are none of us, I mean, 
entitled to— we are, at beft, imperfeft 
creatures* If, however, in this in/lance, 
I merit your approbation, I will, at 
leaft, endeavour to pfeferve it/'— 
Waving the fubjeft, he obferved — 
*^ You have a friend with you, I un- 
derftand, a Mifs Melville ; I have fome 
knowledge of her father : if I recolleft 
right, he fquandered a large ^fortune 
upon a county eleftion. He was, at 
that time, our neighbour, in Derby- 
fbire. A well meaning man ; a very 
C 3 gallant 
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gallant officer, but, I believe, a bad 
financier. Is he living ?" 

The kind girls eagerly embraced this 
©pportunity of relating the fituation of. 
Oceana ; extolling her to the very pin- 
nacle of praife. 

'* So, fo !'* exclaimed his Lordfhip,, 
^* Is fhe fuch a paragon^, indeed ! I have 
no recolleftion of her. And fo poor 
Melville has become fhipwrecked oa 
the rocks of poverty, in hi^ old age ! — 
Poor old man ! Well,. I mull take fome 
opportunity of knowing this Oceana. 
Melville. Do you introduce .her to» 
your parties?** 

Lady J. ** She arrived in town only 
yefterday." 

Lord L. ** Melville is a gentleman,, 
by profeffion, and bis daughter may>. 
doubtlefs, be introduced to any com- 
pany : only endeavour to conceal her 

poverty. 
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poverty. Her accomplifliments will 
not fei-ve her, with the great or the rich.. 
They will rather excite their envy than 
their admiration. Be cautious, there- 
fore, that you do not expofe her to con- 
tempt. If flie i^ a young woman of 
that ftrong fenfe you reprefent her to 
be, fhe may, without danger, walk 
awhile among the falhionable world; 
buty to weak minds, there could not be 
a more hazardous fituatiott than hcr's. 
You muft procure for her the patronage 
of the Duchefs of Derrington, and then, 
whatever h&vjlerling merit may be, flie 
will pafs current at every houfe of 
fafhion in the metropolis — I mean, if 
her Grace is ftill, as I underfland, the 
Leader of FaJhionJ' 

" No one has yet even attempted a 
Jwalfliip with her Grace," faid Amelia. 
" And you are on good terms,'* faid 
the EaiL '' The mott. friendly," re- 
plied Amelia. C 4 [' Well," 
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'' Well," fighed the Earl, and paufed 
a few feconds, — *'Well, my dear fifters, 
I have entered, as far as I am able, on 
fo flight acquaintance, into your con- 
cerns ; let me draw your attention, a 
moment or two, to mine**— again he 
paufed. — " I ihall, I truft, be found, 
even under all circumftances, not un« 
worthy of yourafFe£);ion. You cannot 
better evince that affe£lion, than by a 
compliance — a moft ftri£l compliance 
with thofe trifling requefts, which Z 
made to you yefterday, through my 
fecretary. My motive, for fuch re* 
queflis, I am fure, it is not neceflary 
to be acquainted with, to obtain your 
compliance. *Tis my whim — my hu- 
mour; call it by what name you will, 
but only let mebe gratifiedin that whim 
— let me be indulged in nhat hu- 
mour; and, if any other part .of my' 
conduft aflumes a ftiape not perfeftly 
underftood, impute it to nyy liking, 

and 
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and let it pafs. Give me my humour. 
If, to-day I choofe to be alone — to- 
morrow give a route — the next day 
go abroad — the next confine myfelf all 
day to my own ftudy : — let all this pafs 
without enquiries ; which, but for this 
caution, your kindnefs would, no 
doubt, induce. If I mix among the 
liien of the world, I may do it for your 
fakes, and as your guardian, ir I 
choofe to fhut myfelf from all the world, 
forego fociety, and forget to take my 
food, remember, thaf there may be ob- 
jefts of a man's ambition, which to at- 
tain^ no facrifices are too great. In 
Ihort, give me my humour, my dear 
girls, and though you may marvel at 
my conduft to myfelf, you fliall not 
have juft caufe to murmur at my be- 
haviour to you." He embraced them 
again affeftionately, and then requefted 
them to leave him, and rung for his 
fecretary. 

C 5 CHAP. lY. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Portrait of a Duchefi. 

XT was now the month of January. 
London tecame thronged with the vo- 
taries of falhion and of pleafure. Bond- 
ftreet feemed a lobby, crouded with 
male and female loungers* The fquares 
were nightly illuminated by the blaze 
of flambeaux ; the fhrill pipes of the 
watchmen were overpowered, by the ' 
more powerful clamour of rolling cha- 
riot-wheels; and the public places of 
amufement now drew together vaft af- 
femblages, difplaying, at one view, the 
magnificence, tafte, opulence, and lux- 
ury of the age. In the plain language 
of falhion — " The Birth-day was over/* 
and it was now the hcighth of thcfeafon^ 

Time 
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Time immeinorial, as the annals gf 
FalHion record, there has been acknow- 
ledged, by the Fafliionable world, a 
fovCTeign Didator. 

In ancient days, when paftime was 
the bufinefs of life, this fupreme power 
was, in general, exercifed by man ; but, 
in later times, it has devolved on wo- 
man. The fervice of the Britilh Mo- 
narch is not now the preparation of a 
tournament or mafque, nor do his 
amufements now require the fuperin- 
tendance of a Mailer of the Revels. — 
Whilft', therefore, the welfare of the 
ftate claims thecolle^ive wifdbm of the 
Nobles and Gentlemen ; an^f" whilft the - 
defence of the Einpire unfheaths each 
loyal fword, it has become theprovuice * 
of the fofter fex, to regulate the elegan- 
cies of fociety, vary the blandifhments 
of fafliion, atid prepare the repofe and 
xepaft, which a- life, devoted to arms, 
to arts, or to commerce^ requires* 

C 6 Thu* 
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Thus we expeft no more a Killigrevr 
or a Rochefter, but are eagerly purfuing 
the pleafure, which this Lady lures to a 
ball or a rout, or which that Duchefs 
draws to a galaor a public dejeune. 

The Queen of Fafliion, at the prefent 
period, was the Duchefs of Derrington. 
Every one, as if by comnxon confent, una- 
nimoufly acknowledged the fupremacy 
of her Grace, in the Empire of Fafhion. 

/* Whatwasthe colour of the Duchefs 
of Jberrington's gloves, at Lady Sufan's 
rout ?" " What was the ihape of th# 
Duchefs of Derrington's robe, at the 
dfawing-room ?" ** Did the Duchefs 
of Derrington wear powder ?'' " Who 
is thi$ Mrs. Tcnterdon, that gave fuch a 
gala yefterday? I don't know much 
about her, but, I fuppofe, (he is fome* 
body, as the Duchefs of Derrington was ^ 
there/' Such was the conflant echo of 

converfation 
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conrcrfation among that clafs of people^ 
whofe voice confers faffiionable noto- 
riety. 

Poffeffing a moft lively, and affaMe 
difpofition, the Duchefs was the very 
Spirit of vivacity in every circle which 
fhe honoured with her prefence. Yet 
(he was not entirely free from the pride 
of birth. She even added to that pride 
a pofitivenefs of opinion, bordering on 
felf-conceit, as well in matters of the 
moft frivolous, as the moft important^ 
nature. Thefe defefts leffened the cir* 
cle of her real admirers, as (he would 
fcarcely ever accede to an alteration of 
her fentiments; and was too prone t9 
treat with afperity thofe, who were fufc» 
ficiently independent to queftion her 
judgment. Thefe foibles were, howe« 
ver, more than balanced by the genu- 
ine benevolence of her heart. The tenan- 
try, around her country feats^ blefledher 

as 
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as the fource ofmany dbmeftic comfortls,. 

and the poor of the metropolis rejoiced 

when Winter drew to their aid the prc- 

fcnce and example of the Duchefs o^ 
Derrington^ 

Nor was it to the diftriBution of com- 
mon alms alone that her liberal mind: 
attended.. 

In the walks of fafliionable life, manjr 
were the objefts, who obtained from her,, 
unfeigned commiferation and the molt 
delicate relief. Was a concert, a bair,. 
a play, propofed for the benefit of any. 
worthy individual in need^ her name 
was ever confpicuous among the Patrons 
of geniusin diftrefs, or the Noble friends 
of unmerited misfortune. If it be faid^ 
that a lovt of notoriety, in fome degree, 
inclined her to exhibit her name on 
fuch occafions, ftill the afltive principle 
that prompted her to canvas from this 

noble 



Koble perfonagc, to that wealthy citi* 
zcn, exerting the influence flic poflefled^ 
for the benefit of others, naufl; be al- 
lowed to be a motive more honourable 
to her heart, than oftientation ; it wa*- 
the benign impulfe of humanity. 

The Duke,, her husband, a man of 
plain manners, and rather indolent ha- 
bits; with a good will towards all the. 
world, without caring much about any 
one in particular, left to her Grace the 
uncontrouled management of his im- 
menfe revenues*, and the free difpofal 
of her own time and company. Ad- 
didled himfdf to the pleafures of the ta- 
ble and the chace, he pafied a. Targe 
portion of his time, at » favourite hunt- 
ing feat, in the north, in the fociety of 
a chofen few, whofe minds and manneris 
were fimilar to his own. Eafe, was the 
objeflof theDuke : variety and aftivity, 
the idols of the Duchcfs, 

Thus 



Thus every thing relpeftrng the fa- 
mily eftablifhTnents was imder the fu- 
perinfendance of her Grace. The Du- 
. chefs of Derrington*s equipages — the 
Duchefs of Derrington's liveries — the 
Duchefs of Denington'is routes — and: 
the Duchefs of Derrington*s daughters^ 
were loudly praifed in every drawing- 
room, and in every newfpaper every 
day ; whilft the Duke enjoyed as tran- 
quil an obfcurity, as if the tomb of hia 
anceftors had already received him. — 
One objeft, and one only, both the 
Duke and Duchefs purfued with equaJ 
zeal — the fplendid fettlement of their 
children. Their fon, the Marquis of 
Leverton, had long been Jeftined by 
both, as the hulband of Lady Julia^ 

Oceana, and her two noble friends^ 
were feated together, and were taking a 
leifurely, lounging fort of breakfaft, 
differing the myfterious charader of 

the 
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the Earl ot Latimorc,when the Duchefs 
of Derrington was announced, and, in 
an infiant, her Grace was in the room. 
'* How d*ye do — how d ye do ?" cried 
her Grace, with the moft unaffe£led 
«afe imaginable, as (he entered the 
room. Obferving Oceana, ^* I beg 
pardon ; your people told ine you were^ 
alon^/^ 

^' Mift Melville," faid Lady JuK», 
'^ a moil dear and valuable friend of 
ours/' 

Duehifs of ^. •* A moft intimate 
friend, Lady Julia f A privy counfellor, 
I hope ; for I came purpofely to hold 
a council of fcandaL Mifs Melville — 
Melville — I do not recolleft the name* 
Have I ever before had the honour — '^ 

ta^ Amtlia. " O never, never—* 
certainly never ; and fo, if your Grace 
will allow me the pleafure^ I'll bcgin^ 

and 
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and tell yoii the whole, true, full, and 
particular account of her life, charac- 
ter and behaviour, birth, parentage, ancj 
education." 

Duchefs of D. O, no,^ no, no — for 
mercy no. I have too many hundred' . 
things upon my hands to-day/* 

Lady Julia. ** Amelia's as mad as 
ever you perceive. Your Grace may 
haveheard of Captain Melville, a- bro- 
ther of Sir Richard Melville, of Somer*^ 
fetfhire. My friend, Oceana, here, 15- 
his only child. He has been fo gene- 
rous, as to fpare her to us for thewintex^ 
months." 

Lady Amelia-. And Ihe, difinterefted 
foul*, has been fo generous- as to prefer 
wintering amidft the delights of the me- 
tropolis, to fleeping away the feafon, like 
a dormoufe, in. a comer of South 
Wales/' 

Ducliefi. 
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Duchtfs of D. " Very well— very 
well, indeed ; Mifs Melville and I mud 
foon be better acquainted. Now then 
tabufinefs. Prepare for a furprife, my 
dear Ladies. Who do you think, ia 
the name of every thing ridiculous, has 
announced a, gala? — No lefs a perfonage 
than Mrs. Morley. Did you ever know 
any thing fo {hocking ? The creature 
is, abfolutely, vulgar. Her hulband 
muft hare married her at fome of thofc 
Ihocking places, where theyellow fever 
makes women exceflively fcarce ; forr 
Ihe's egregioufly ugly ; is low-born, and 
had nofc a penny of fortune :- however,^ 
he's as rich as a jew, and fhe has the 
unlimited controul of his purfe. Had* 
the good woman fatisfied herfelf with 
taking a houfe- in Portland- Place ; 
though it had been next doer to one, I' 
could have barne it. But you remem- 
ber her airs laft feafon ; every drefs I 
wpre— Qyery carriage I ordered— th# 

wretch, 
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wretch ridiculed by her aukvrard imttz^ 
lions. Not content with this, {he at- 
tempted to give routes precifely in the 
fame ftyle as my felf. Even this I coul(| 
h^ve borne, but (he has carried her in- 
tolerable pride fo far already, this feafon^ 
as to announce a gala on the vtry fami 
night with mine ! On the fame night ^ 
could you have believed it ?'* 

Lady Amelia. " But furcly your 
Grace fears nothing from the compe- 
tition.** - 

Duchefs of D. '* Oh if I had but 
been apprized of her malice, it would 
have been a moft glorious triumph ^ 
But, as it is, I could cry for vexation." 

Lady Amelia. " Surely the Duchefs 
of Derrington is not apprehenfive of a 
thin night faecaufe Mrs^ Morley gives a 
gala." 

* Vuchefs of D. ^* Worfe th^n that, 

xny 
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my dear ; I muft really put it off.— 
The woman has, abfolutely, fore- 
ftalled the three iniifpcnfdhUs of a gala ! 
The Prince— -The Morning Post— ^ 
and the Bow-Street Officers. With* 
out thefe, what foul would come near 
me ? Green Peas and Peaches would 
fail in attra3;ion» even if they were 
twice as dear as they are. It is all over 
the town, that the Prince has promifed 
to go ; that circumftance alone will 
cariy a croud. Then, the hiring the 
Bow-ftreet people begets the notion of 
an excejfiv€ croud ; and you know all the 
world will be anxious for the honour 
of a fqueese. But bcfpeaking the 
Morning Poll, for the next day, carried 
the point. She has employed people 
to circulate the circumftance, and it 
has had its full eflFeft. Only conceive 
how I was mortified the other evening, 
at the opera. Lacjy Louifa Lomley 
beckoned me over to her box." ** Did 

you 
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you ever hear any thing to pfovoting,** 
cried (he ; '* you knX)\^ I promifed your 
Grace for Thurfday, and no# the ugly 
Mrs. Morley has gone, and befpoke all 
the columns in the papers, and they 
fay there'll be above five hundred 
names — What ftiall I do ? You know 
ffae Tent me a ticiket* IShall I look in, 
and ju% get my name put down ?"— • 
** Now have not I the patience of job, 
to endure all this ; but let Mrs, Morley 
beware. The confequence, my dear 
creatures, is, that I have been obliged to 
make a prifoner of my poor Mary, and 
circulate reports, that fhehas been fud- 
denly leized with a fore throat and fe- 
ver. I fuppofe you faw the paragraph." 

Lady Julia. ** No, upon my word j 
we have b^en goiCping the whole noon 
away." 



The newfpaper lay on the piano, and 

her 
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iter Grace immediately pointed out (he 
following paragraph : — 

•* Inconfequenceof theindifpolition 
of Lady Mary Derrington, the Fafhi* 
enable World are difappointed in the 
Duchefs's Gala, which was intended 
for Thurfday next. Some of the fplen- 
did drefles, which have heen prepared 
for that occaiion, it is, however, fup- 
pofed, will be fported at Mrs. Morley's, 
of Portland- Place, who has cards out 
for that evening. The amiable Duchefs 
ts a clofe prifoner to the fick couch of 
her lovely daughteiu" 

The pure heart of Oceana ^bfolutely 
revolted at this artifice of the Duchefs. 
So unfkilled was {he in the School of 
Faihioa, that {he deemed that woman 
devoid of fueling, as well as deftitute 

of truth, who could fo fportively affe^ 
afflidion, 

la 



Iq the fequel, the Duchefs dedared 
the purpofe of her morning's vifit, 
which was, to entreat ladies Julia 
and Amelia, to exert all their influence 
over their brothers, and every one elfe 
in their power, to flay away from Mrs* 
Morley's ; and to engage the whole fa* 
mily to meet her "darling," as fibe 
termed the Marquis, her fon^ the fol« 
lowing day, at dinner. 



CHAP. V. 
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CHAP. V. 
A Sleep-Walker. 



A, 



lFTER the conferences, which took 
place between the Earl of Latimore and 
his brothers and fitters, on the day of 
his arrival, his whole time, for feveral 
fucceeding days was occupied in an un- 
remitting attention to Ilate-aflFairs. 

'Some changes among the members 
of adminiftration, which were in agita- 
tion at this period, feemed to engrofs 
all the powers of his mind. Night after 
night was devoted to writing, and the 
entire day was fpent in waiting on the 
leading perfons in power, or in giving 
> VOL, I. D private 



74 SPLENDID MISERY, 

private audience at home, to men of the 
firft confideration in the ftate, 

Whilft the Earl was thus laborioufly 
toiling on the road, marked out by his 
ambition, the other branches of the fa- 
mily, relieved from a painful anxiety, 
by the affe£lion which he had evinced 
for them, entered more freely and with 
unmixed fatisfaftion, into the various 
purfuits and amufements, which they 
had hitherto cautioufly adopted, or 
partially enjoyed. The Colonel, on 
wings of love, flew into Dorfetlhire, 
with the agreeable intelligence of his 
brother's generolity, which enabled him 
ihftantly to offer to the objeft of his 
admiration, propofals of marriage, fui- 
table in every refpeft to the dignity of 
his own family, and that of the lady, 
who had long permitted him to hope, 
fhe was far from indifferent to his ad- 
drefTes. 

The 
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The Biftiop and the Captain remained 
in Berkley-fqurre. They were the con* 
llant companions of their fillers, whom 
they loved with fincereft afiFe6lion.— 
Thefolid learning and manly intelle£fc 
of the one, was admirably adapted tb 
temper tlie good-humoured levity of 
the other ; whofe never-wearied gaiety 
relieved, on the other hand, the placid 
equanimity of temper, which charafler- 
ized his brother. 

Oceana, whom every one loved, was 
of courfe an objeft of attention and 
efteem to the whole family. 

Lovely in perfon, amiable in mind, 
lier heart, her underftanding, and her 
manners fuch, as fhould ever coincide 
with a beautiful exterior — how could it 
be otherwife? Wherever Ihe moved, 
flie won admii'ation by her charms and 
grace J nor did familiarity at all leffen 
D 2 that 
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tJiat admiration. As the various traits 
of her charafter unfolded themfelves 
by progreffive acquaintance, eftecm 
rofe gradually on the bafe of admira- 
tion, and Oceana Melville irrefiflibly 
became an objeft of friendfhip to the 
difcerning and the good. 

She had now refided about eight days 
with the Latimore Family ; had en- 
tered, with innocent pleafure, into the 
higher amufements of the metropolis, 
and, excepting now and then, a recol- 
leftion of her dependent ftate, and the 
misfortunes of him, whom ftie called 
father, flie was happy. An event, 
however, was near, which, in its confer 
quences, threatened to involve the ruin 
of her peace. 

It happened one night, after the fa- 
mily had rifen from fupper, and the 
ufual '* Good night," had paffed round 

the 
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♦the table, that Oceana went into the 
library to exchange a took, which fhe 
had been, reading, for the following vo- 
lunqe, intending to take it to her cham- 
ber, where flhe frequently employed aja 
bour of the morning, in reading or 
writing, before the reft of the family 
appeared. She replaced the vQlume 
£be had read, but the next was not in 
its p]ace« She then fearched for it 
. fometinie amoiig tbofe arranged on the 
(helves, but could no where difcovejr it; 
Cafting her eye round the room, {he 
perceived eight or ten books lying con- 
fufedly together on the writing-table, 
near the fire pUce, where fome embers 
of fire ftill glimmered. In proceeding 
to examine tbefe books, (he found they 
were foreign publications. Curiolityim*- 
pelled her to look over them; and among 
them (he found the interefting French 
novel, entitled " Lc Datdc Suzdte:" — 
She opened it. The firft two or three 
D 3 pages 
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pages were attra6live by a beautif^^ 
fimplicity of flyle. She proceeded — 
the ftory was promiling — it pleafed— 
it interefled — and, at length, it fafci- 
nated. She had perufed feveral pages, 
ftanding at the writing-table, entirely 
forgetful of her fituation, when the 
clock (Iruck one — ^This aroufed her; 
yet {he hefitated to clofe the book ; her 
mind was perfedly awake to- its inter- 
efting pages, and flie, at length, deter* 
mined to finilh the romance before fhe 
retired to reft. 

As (be never requi^red her maid's aP. 
fiftance in undreffing, and as (he was 
convinced the whole family bad retired^ 
(he refolved to rekindle the dying em- 
bers of the fire, and to feat herfelf for 
an hour or two by its fide. 

In the execution of this refolve, (he 
bad nearly confumed her candle, 

wbcnr 
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when the clock ftruck three : flill pcrfe- 
vering however, in her determination, 
fheltta taper, that ftood on the table for 
the convenience of fealing letters, and 
was proceeding in the ftory, when the 
^mef of footfteps in the hall alarmed her. 
She liflened — and was convinced that 
fome one was aflually approaching the 
library. She felt at the moment rather 
more (hame than fear ; for apt as was 
the hour for fpe£lres, Oceana's mind 
never . admitted an apprehenfion of 
them. She, therefore, inftantly con- 
cluded that the Earl, or his Secretary^ 
was coming to fetch fome book or pa- 
per from the library, and fhe blufhed at 
the expofure of her noveljick pajion. 

This perfuafion foon vanifhed.— 
A deep and anguilh-breathing figh 
ftruck her ear, and chilled herhlood with 
honor. 

D 4 Something 
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Something like terror now really 
feized her. The door of the library 
opened, and the Earl of Latimore ap- 
peared. 

A loofe night-gown was folded round 
him ; his hair was untied and fell loofe« 
ly on his shoulders. In his right hand 
he carried a ^candle, by the light of 
which his countenance was clearly dif* 
tingui(hable. It expreifed a mixture 
of horror and regret. The fore finger 
of his left hand was placed upon hi& 
eye-brow^ and he ftood in an attitude 
of deep thought, 

Oceana's terror was now converted 
into an undefcribable fenfation of hor- 
ror ; fhe perceived that it was the mind 
alone of Lord Latimore, which was 
awake, direfting the unconfcious move- 
ments of his limbs — ^he was walking 
in his flcep. His eyes were unclofed, 

yet 



yet he faw nothing. They travelled 
with heavy, languid motion round the 
library, and then funk again on the 
floor. ** No, no, not on the earth's 
wide furface can I find her/' at length' 
exclaimed the breathing fpeflre, and 
fighed again moil heavily. 

He then walked paft Oceana, who/ 
almo0 overcome with horror and fur- 
prife, wa$ about to quit the library,* 
when the Earl's Swifs fervant, Durand,' 
appeared. He was watching his maftet 
at a cautious diftance, and intimated* 
to Oceana, by fign?, the neceffity of 
her remaining Hill and rhotionlefs. He 
l^eckoned her to extthguifli her light, 
stnd to conceal herfelf behind a folding 
ttreen. Relying' on Durand's judg*' 
snent, (he inftantly complied. 

Scarcely had Ihe obeyed, when the* 

troubled fpiiit of this miferable Noble- 

D 5 man 



82 SPLINDID MiSERy 

man broke forth into thefe quick^ in- 
coherent and broken fentences.-— ** Gb 
faithleFs, faithlefs, cruel Olivia! Butl 
puniQied him — ^Yes, yes, this arm, 
Olivia, this arm has laid him low — 
1 flew^ your Mortimer. Now his. 
fpirit haunts me night and day,— ^ 
Mortimer, I fay, away. Why burft 
your coffin, thus to come, drefled in a 
bloody winding (heet, to court ? — What 
has the King to do, Mortimer, with ypur 
wounds ? Why feat yourfelf, in my 
chair, at the council-board ? — Fiend^ 
I fay, away: thou fhalt not crof» 
roy purpofc, I will be all but— King. 
I tell you, Mortimer— you have no 
bufinefs at the council : you area ikele- 
ton. — My Lords, it is his ambition to be 
Chancellor. Prepofterous folly ! — What 
could you do with the feals in your 
coffin ? Hufh — if you tell thefe Lords^ 
that I — that Latimore, did fuch a deed 

— httih— 



•^bufiu— hulh — I fay. Go, go, you, 
fmcll of the church-yard. — Why don't 
fome one turn him out ? What— can 
you fuffer a fkeleton to approach the 
King ? See the earth-worms are drop- 
ping from tfaofe holes Wliere his eyes 
were. See — (f e— he guides the King's 
hand to fign the death-warrant of a 
murderer. Mercy, Gracious Sire,—** 
Hold, hold"*— 1 befeech your Majefty, 
give me the fatal pen. Ah ! Horror, 
horror — a crawling worm has twined 
itfelf around the pen. I cannot ihake 
it off: it is cold as an icicle. Its touch 
chills my blood-^I freeze— 1 freeze— 
help, help !r 

Ashe fpokehis teeth chattered. The 
tandle, which he held in his hand, felt 
on the floor, and his whole frame be* 
came convulfed. In the fame inftant 
' bis eyes flaihed with awakened fenfe, 
and Durand> who watched the crifis> 
D 6 caught 
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caught him in his arms, and contejred 
him to bis chamber. 

Oc«an»9 who had been a trembling 
^ a^ditof of the unhappy nobleman, novr 
Hole fron> hA place of cbncealmenty 
' and reluined the taper. What {he had 
beheldf and what ihe had heard^ had 
removed . from hermind. all defire of 
finifliingtl^ novel, aiid (he inftantly 
ret^urned to her chamber* 

Late as was the hour, the agitat^di 
Hate of her mind prevented ileep from 
xrefting on her eye^lidsi Her thoughts 
bufied themfelves with the formatiosi 
of endlefs conjeftures on the meaning 
of the Earl's incoherent folilo(Juy. For 
though ihe was ready to allow that i% 
was no more than the tBc& of an idlo 
dream ; yet, that there is a moft pow^ 
erful connexion between out Seeping 
^d our waking thoughtSj^ (he was con^^ 

vincedt 



vitLced, and (be had often heard the 
echo of Shakfpeare's admirable ex* 
preffion, *** that murder^ though it has no 
tongite^ doth /peak by mojl miraculous 
organs.'^ Of Mortimer, or of Olivia, 
ihe had never heard before, but that 
both were intimately conneCled with 
the caufe of Earl Latimore's difquie- 
tude, whatever that caufe might be, 
Ihe felt perfuaded ; and that his horrid 
dreams were not unfrequent, was evi* 
dent, from the circumftance of hisfer- 
vant conftantly fleeping in his chamber* 
She compared all that Ihe had been told 
of this myfterious Nobleman with what 
ihe had this night feen and heard, and 
the conclufion from that comparifon, in 
fpite of charity, was greatly unfavour- 
able to her eftimation of his charac- 
ter. While ber mind was thus full of 
her fubjeft, ihe took up her pen, and, 
ere Ihe clofed he.r eyes, committed all 

that 
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that {he knew, and all that Ihe had beard, 
to paper, in a letter to the worthy^ old 
MelviUe*^ 
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'An InjunHion. 



N the following morning, as Oce- 
ana was croffing the faloon to the break* 
fiift parlour, Ihe was furprifed to obferve 
the Earl walking, feemingly in deep 
contemplation. She had only once or 
j twice been in his company, and had 

! nev^r yet entered into direft converfa- 

tion with hihi. The adventure of the 
preceding night was far from encourag- 
j ihg her to addrefs him now, but it was ' 

! iihpoffible to avoid him. As (he ap- 

j proached him, Lord Latimore ftarted, 

but inftantly recovering his compofure 
of appearance, he held out his hand to 
her, and with a fort of half fmile on his 
I countenance, addreffed her with the 

I ufual falutation of early meeting. A£* 

. ter 
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terwhich, wjth the fam€ fort of fmile ftill 
hovering on liis lips, ** Will Mifs Mel- 
ville," faid he, ** after the ftrange ren- 
contre of laff night, venture herfelf 
• alone with me for a few minutes ?" — 
Oceana anfwercd by a flight inclination 
ef the head, and the Earl led her to 
his ilndy* Having placed a chair for 
her, and locked the door of the ftudy 
with that ceremonious folemnity, that 
feemed the preface to an important in- 
terview, he feated himfelf ©ppofite to 
her, and fixed bis penetrating eye* 
upon her countenance. " It is unne- 
ceffary, Mifs Melville^ faid he, to oh- 
ferve, that I have learnt from my at- 
tendant, the circumftancesof laft night. 
I underfland that you wereawitnefs of 
the dreadful effeds of a malady, to 
which I have long been a miferable vic- 
tim. It is an old obfervatio», yoia^ 
know, that no man is a great man to 
his Valet de chambre^ or, in other 

words. 



V 
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words, every man, however idolized by 
the many, either- for talents, power or 
wealth, bears about him, in his com- 
pofition, fome imperfeSions, fome 
Hgly flaws, that make the idol feel he 
is but man: and, however, much the 
fplendour, that iflues from any fpecies 
of exaltation, may dazzle the fight of 
diftant gazers, and render fpots to them 
invifible ; ytt who ia there among the 
moft envied of mankind, that has not^ 
in fome unguarded moment,^ exhibited 
|o thofe around him, infirmities, that 
crave^ at leaft, the pity, if they do not 
challenge the contempt, even of th^ 
humbleft mepial in his train, 

" For my own part, I feel, very feu. 
fibly, the humiliating fa£l. Me, the 
world deems an objeft of its envy..— ^ 
They know me wealthy, and pofleffed 
of power; they fee me^ furrounded 
with all the fplendour of xmk and for- 
tune^ 
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tunc ; and they call me happy. What 
would they think, were they admitted 
to fuch exhibitions of human weaknefs, 
and human mifery, as my valet has be- 
held an hundred times, and which laft 
night Mifs Melville was fpeftator of. 

** There have now more than twenty- 
years gone by fince the memorable 
events of one unhappy hour, inflifled 
on this heart a wound, whofe ulcerating 
fores have poifoned the whole fyftem 
of my exiftence, impregnating each 
following moment of my life with mi-> 
fery incurable !" The anguifh which 
the Earl felt as he uttered the laft fen* 
tence, in fpite of his eflForts to fuppreft 
it, ftarted into tears. He rofe from his 
chair, and walked feveral times acrofs 
the ftudy, holding his handkerchief to 
bis face, whilft Oceana, embarraffed 
-Tbeyond defcription, knew not whether 
if were better to interrupt his forrows, 
or ta remain &hnU In 
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In a few minutes, however, he reco- 
vered himfelf, again toafc his feat, and 
refumed. — ** Such fcenes as this, Mifs 
Melville, Durand, my valet, often feey, 
but they affeft him no more, than does 
the ftate of wretched maniacs their cal- 
lous keepers. On your heart, however, 
I perceive, that the tears of mifery do 
not fall without im predion. I hail, 
with fatisfaflion, fuch a token of your 
fenfibility, and augur from the fympa- 
thy you thus evince, the willingncfs of 
your difpofition to alleviate the fuffer* 
ings you commiferate/' 

•* Oh, beyond all doubt, my Lord," 
exclaimed Oceana, ** only acquaint mc 
how I may render myfelf fo happy Z*^ 

** You {hall learn," replied the Earf, 
** When firft this ftrange diforder of the 
mind attacked me, I was at Vienna, on 
bufinefs pf the State, I lodged at the 

houfe 
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houfe of a Noble German, who was my 
father's friend. One night my hofly 
who flept in an apartment adjoining ta 
my own, was alarmed by an uncom- 
mon noife, and feeming altercation, in 
my chambei*. He arofe, and came to 
know the caufe, when he perceived mc^ 
though afleep, armed with a drawn 
fword, in the very aft of piercing the 
tapeftry with which the room was hung;, 
and at the fame time uttering excljma- 
tions, which indicated the difordered 
Aate of my mind. Naturally alarmed,^ 
he rung for the affiftance of his domef- 
tics.. I awoke to horror at the fight of 
tny fword fixed in the tapeftry, and 
feveral people, with terror in their coun- 
tenances, flaring at a fuppofed mad* 
jnan. I ruftiedinto my bed^ overcome 
with fliame and horror. My friend 
foon difcovercd that it was the eflFeft of 
a dream which had thus forcibly ope* 
rated on me^ and in the morning 

ftrongly 
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ftrcmgljr urged the neceffity of fome per- 
fon's watching, for the fnture, in my 
chamber. The only abjefUon to this 
precaution was, a conviftion, that I very 
frequently fpoke aloud in my fleep, and 
confequently a fear that I might repeat 
confidential converfations, or divulge 
the contents of letters, neceffaiiLy fecret. 
Yet the hazard of committing mifohicf 
in my fleep on others, or myself, de- 
manded fome fuch watch. It hap- 
pened that the Count, my friend, had 
juftthen, from motives ofcompaffion, 
taken into his domeftic eftablilhment, a 
young Swifs foldier, from his own regi- 
ment of Huffars. This young foldier 
was, Durand, who though uncom- 
monly athletic and robuft, had be- 
come deaf from the efFefts of a fevere 
cold. This very misfortune, which dif- 
qualified him for the fervice of the Em- 
peror, was his qualification for my fer- 
vice, and he has ever fince that period 

remained 
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remained with me. He is as ^^ithful a 
machine as Ixoald have wiihed to meet 
with, and I certainly owe my life to 
hi^ care. 

^' Now, Mifs Melville, will it, not 
ftrifce you as a Angular fafl:, that dur- 
ing the fpaceofmore than twenty years, 
in which period fcarcely a night has 
pafled without fome fuch fcene as that 
ef yefternight, not one individual has 
ever witneffed my humiliating malady, 
except Durand and, — you !" 

As he pronounced the word YOU, he 
feized the hand of Oceana, with awild- 
nefs in his looks and air, that alarmed 
her. Nor did the progrefs of his ad- 
drefs leffen the embarraffment of her 
fituation. 

Ere ftie recovered from her furprife, 
the Earl continued, Ihaking her by the 

hand, 
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hand, as he held it clafped between his 
own—" Tell me then candidly, Madam, 
were you the afflifted one that I am, 
had undergone tormenting dreams, like 
mine, and were apprifed, that jn your 
fl-eep you uttered fentences, and per- 
formed aftions like one awake— would 
you not feel a devouring anxiety to know, 
how far fuch words and aftions corre- 
fponded with the horrid thoughts and vi- 
lions, that drove you fleeping from your 
couch ? Go on to fuppofe, that he who 
nightly watched you, and faw horror 
and anguilh piftured in your face, be- 
held the motion of yqur lips, yet that 
he had never heard the words which 
paffed them. Imagine further, that by 
accident, or, if you will, by fate, a mo- 
ment comes at length, when your guard 
fleeps ; you wander, unconfcious, to a 
Ypot, where^ by the fame concurring 
fate, a liftener fits at an ufual hour. — 
You are beheld, and you are overheard ; 

not 
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not by a friend, but by a ftrangef . An- 
fwer me now— how would you wilh fuch 
Bn interloper into the fecrets of your 
bread to aft by you ? Make all this cafe 
your own, and your own heart will teach 
you, how you can ferve me, how much 
you can alleviate the affliftion, which 
you feem to pity. Does not your heart 
fuggcft to you my Feelings ? This fecret 
malady, which with fuch anxious care 
I have concealed, even from my dearefl: 
friends, and nearefl; relatives, fate has 
ordained that youfhould witnefs. Firft 
then, tell ' me, with the fincerity of a 
fecond confci^nce, what afpeft I af- 
fumed, and what expreflions paffed my 
lips ; and ntxt, fwear to the Eternal, 
that never fliall the words you heard, 
or the fight you witnefled, be made 
known, by you, to any mortal 
being.** 

Oceana, who had lillened with a 

painful 
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painful attention to the Eafl, now felt 
lie^elf Gompellcd to make fome reply* 
Yet ifo fingukrly embaraffing was ber 
fituation, that (he was entirely at a lofs 
in what manner to deliver her fenti- 
ments, 

Perceiving thisembarraflinent, Lord 
Latimore, with the defign of leffening 
it, and at the fame time to cover his 
own anxiety, attempted to affume a 
more calm and tranquil deportment. 

** After all " refumed he, " I am 
aware, Mifs Melville, that wJiat appears 
of fo much importance to me, and 
what I confider as fo heavy a calamity, 
may appear to you as nothing fo very 
lingular'. — ^You have, perhaps, feen 
perfons wtdjking in their fleep before. " 

" No, really, my Lord, never. " 

vou 1. E '• Then 



** Then that, perhaps, accounfis for 
the terror, which, Durand informs me^ 
you expreffed at the fight. Was it the 
novelty, — the furprife, that fo itiuch 
alarmed yoix? Or — was there in my 
appearance any thing fo very fjtdght* 
ful ? Was it, as Hamlet fays — "A 
cour^enance in fonrrow or in anger'?" 
Come, anfwer me, candidly, now*" 

** Indeed, my Lord, I think neither 
»rrow nor anger were ever fo depided, 
as you appeared/' 

*' What paflion or emotion of the 
foul then, in your opinion, did it moft 
refembk. " 

" Really, my Lord, I am not able to 
defcribe it. It was, I think, a mixture 
of Difappointment, Horror and Re« 
venge^* '* • 

^Mndeed.lJ! 
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*' Indeed. !!! WelI,..-go on, Ma- 
dam. " 

f 
" From youir appearance, I conjec- 
ture that your dream muft have been 
V€ry terrible, *' 

' ** And fo it was— if was a horrid 
i dream indeed. Even the confufed re- 

■ membrance of it (hakes my nerves ! " 

I ** No wonder then, my Lord, that 

your face was the emblem of Horror ! 
-^or, that your exclamations were fo 

! dreadful! " 

" Why, — what, what exclamation 
did I utter? Tell me." 

As he fpake, his eyes fparkling with 
the fierccniefs of enquiry, rivetted thcm- 
felves on Oceana. 

E 2 '' You 
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** You fpoke ofigraves and winding- 
iheets; of Weeding corpfes, and x^ 
Ikeletons, haunting the Very council* 
chamber of the king, " 

*' Hold !" cried the Earl in an agony, 
ftriking his forehead with his hand, and. 
ftarting from his feat. .After a fliortpawfe 
— «* Don't torment me, child," cried he, 
«* the dream of night becomes the- wa- 
king vifion of the day, and I fliall fee 
the monfter in reality. '' 

Oceana was alarmed at the wildneC^ 
of his words and manner. 

*' Oh, if fuch fliadows of the brain, '* 
continued he, *' can thus appal a niali, 
—if thus a lickly mind can fpread dif- 
cafe over the whole tenement q( fmil 
humanity, better the building fall 1" 

RecoUeOiing himfclf— ** Excufe, ex- 

cuft 
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cuffe this weaknefs,— I am a child, or 

weaker than a child, I think. Proceed. 

If there is any connefted fentence, that j 

you remember, repeat it if you pleafe, i 

nor heed the ftrange eflFeft it may pro- j 

duce on me. My difordcr is of a fingu- 

lar caft— inexplicable, perhaps, as it is 

incurable. Pray, proceed, madam.— 

Stay. I remember that, in my dream,' 

T had a conteft with. a villain, who had, 

in fomeway or other, aimed to deftroy 

my honour, and as I think, I—" 

'• ** Yes, " interrupted Oceana, '*yes, 
my Lord, I remember perfe£lly well, 
that with a kind of horrid triumph, 
you faid, *' The villain, Mortimer,-— I 
flew hin^— *' 

** Infamous flanderer ! Liar. ! " 
exclaimed the Earl, ftamping his foot 
on the floor with violence, 

E 3 Oceana 
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Oceana trembled and turned pale. 

Lord Latimore, in an inftant, reco- 
vered his recolleftion. 

*' Pardon me, pardon me, Madam. 
But you hax^e pronounced a name, that 
has the force of forcery upon my brain : 
and you have coupled it with a charge of 

Oh God, what am I faying, — 

whither will bufy imagination lead 
me ? Why not fay on— -Why not dif- 
clofe all that you heard this babbling 
tongue difclofe ? Fix on me at once, 
the lightning of your confcious eyes^ 
and tell me, that you know me, and 
will proclaim me— for a murderer ! '* , 

The vehemence and painful force of 
feeling, with which he uttered this ad- 
drefs, exhaufted his ftrength, and he 
funk, almoft fainting, ojq a chair. 

Oceana 
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Oceana, alfo, overcome with horror 
•and aftoniftiment, was yet aroufed by 
the apparent fenfelefs ftate of the Earl, 
and fummoning her fpirits to her aid, 
flie approached him, and with great 
prefence of mind, faid, — 

^' Oh, my Lord, you are ill, very ill. 
Fermitme to call your fervant. Your 
agitation overpowers you— -you know 
not what you fay. Indeed, my Lord, 
you are not well. Let the kind looks 
of your fiftcrs footb your troubled 
sntnd : their affe6lionate attentions will 
foon efface the horrid images which 
your dream has engendered. Think, ' 
my Lord, it is merely a dream that 
liaunts you, and do not let a noble 
mind, like yours, be harraffed thus by 
fliadows^" 

^' Only a dream f Only a dream I 

fay you, child ! Why true. But then, 

E 4 good 
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good God, how near allied are the ef- 
lefts of reality and imagination in this 
ftrange frame—Humanity ! 

'^ Had I been, indeed, that thing'^ 
which my diftempered mind pictured 
me to myfelf, I fhould not haVe ftirunk 
* with more cowardly feeling from y6ur 
eye. You have feen my terroifs!— and 
how are you to diflinguiih the fource 
of them, from fancy or reality^ ? 

'* Maft I nofc always wear, in your 
eflimatiott, the femblance of a gutlcy 
Man :—- and can you then otlienriiil 
regard me ?" 

•* Difcard fucb idfe thoughts pray, 
my Lord. You attach importance to 
mere nothings. According to youF 
logic, we fliould pay homage to every 
Clewn wh# dteamt he b a Monarch." 

The 
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The artifice of Oceana fucceeded. 
The Earl replied— 

"You argue admirably :— -and if 
this difeafe of mine had not fo. deeply- 
wormed itfelf, as it were, into my heart, 
I think you excellently w^U qualified 
to remedy its efFefts. " 

" How happy Ihould I deem my- 
ftlf, if the pleafure of fuch a cure wete 
to fall to my lot, " faid Ocean^, " anid 
fufffer me to hope, that the fingular ac-. 
cident, by which I have been made 
acquainted with your malady, is a 
prognoftic that it fhaU be* fo-'*^ 

** In fpite of my conviftio^ to the- 
contrary, you almoft induce me to 
believe it poffible." 

" Oh cherifh fuch perfuafion, my 
X'Ord^ and the cure is half accomplilhed. 

Suffer 
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Suffer me to fay, that no endeavour 
fliall be wanting. I have often, my 
Lord, fpent hours in the talk of footh- 
ing the anguifli that has preyed upon a 
]oved father's mind. I have experi- 
enced the rapture of feeing him fmile, 
and oh, how amply was I rewarded ! 
And I am fure I fliould feel the fame 
joy, if I could court to your prefencc 
afmile!" 

There appeared an enchantment ia 
the melodj of Oceana's voice, or in 
her words, which made the Earl her 
jQave. His paffions, pcfwerful in the 
extreme, were apparently fubduedj 
his reafon, ftrong as, perhaps, was ever 
Jauma^n being's, feemed fubjugated by 
her power ; and his will, domineering 
as the moft powerful defpot's, in this 
inftance, bowed before her's. 

•* You almofl; make me fprget myfelf, 

already," 
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already," cried he, *• but it muft not. 
be. Whatever elfe of this adventure 
may be idle phantafy, there is a reality 
in the name you uttered ; and there are 
real events connefted with it, the me- 
mory of which will for eve^ mar my 
peace. You faw theago^y I endured^ 
again and again I Ihall dream of thi$. 
wretch ; and again ihall be tortured 
with his horrible form. Why do I exift ? 
Is it not better that a man efcape at 
once from fuch phantoms as thefe ?— 
What glory can compenfate for fuch 
hours of mifery and horror ? What, if 
I gain the very fummit of my high am- 
bitious hopes: what, if my councils, 
guide that fceptre I afpire to guide, and I 
become, in effence, the ruler of my coun- 
try, will' the full grafp of power give me 
the fmallcft influence in the mind's do- 
minion ? Alas, No. And then the riilk 
of being known to be the thing I am— 
the feared viftim of a Ihadow. forming. 
£ 6 ' malady^ 



^aIa<Jy. l)6onied, ^ethaps, to hear 
fools whifperifig one another as thejf 
pafs me — " There, that's he that can* 
n^t flecp o'nighis. See, that's the poor 
Eatl LatiiAore, Whofe eonfcience wilt 
Aot let hiffa reft, they fay that he fee* 
fpeftres in his dVeams !*' Tl^hen will they 
ftake thtit fapieni heads, and cry— ^ 
*^ God Ibltfs them/' and " thank God 
tlia« ihey Ifeep quiet in their beds !" 

The tender heart of Oceana wept in- 
wardly fot the dift railed ohjeft, that 
:ftoed' before her. Surprised, terrified, 
horror-ftricfcen, as flie wis, ftill pity 
flowed within her bofom, and Iheftu- 
died how to footh the very anguifli that 
^riarmed her. 

** Lei: the befeech yonr Lordffiip,**^ 

fkid flie, with tendernefs, *' to think no 

^ more of what occurred laft night. Be 

if as it nerer been. In my own breaft 

the 



t!ie fecree of your gri^ Iball reft fifent, 
as though it never had teen known to 
me : beafftrrcd, my Lord, it (hall.'' 

♦* Naf, think not Madam, that 1 
Aall truft fo lightly to your faith. If 
t ftallr decide ftill to endure exiftencCj^ 
it will be with pains and jeatoufies^ 
which you muft henceforth fliare with 
me ; and if I die, you muft accompany 
me to cKofe (hades, thatfliall forever 
hide thefccret of faft night. At thatpor- 
tentous moment, when your Fate led 
you to the (cent of yeftemight, at that 
HKHnent did my Fate unite to yours, 

** Whatever good or ill, and all the 
good and evil that was ordained, from 
At firft birth of time, to mingle in the 
dicftiny of Latimore ; from that event 
to his expiring moment, was^ ordained 
for you. One Fate alone is ours !— 
Attd that no common deftiny t Here- 
after 
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after we will difcourfe upon particu- 
lars. For the prefent, all that I am re- 
folved upon is, that you folemnly 
fwear in the name of that Eternal £f- 
fence, which fills all fpace, fwear that 
you have not revealed, to eye or ear of 
mortal, ought that you heard or faw 
laft night/' 

Oceana trembled ! — " My Lord, I 
have not feen fince then a human face^ 
except yours and your fervant's* 

« Confirm it by the oath!" " WiU 
lingly — I fwear it'* " Thus far, I am 
fecure then ; and, for the future, Lady, 
fwear by the fame myfterious and holy 
Eflence, that no circumftance, however 
critical; no tortures, however racking 
to the mind or body, fhall ever draw 
the fecret of that hour from your bofom. 
Swear that no indication, even that you 
have a fecret which concerns Earl Lati* 

more. 
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more, ffiall ever, by hazard or defign, 
efcape you. Yes, by hazard, I repeat, for 
you muft fo fhackle every future look 
and gefture with ftri£l caution, that the 
chance fliall be impoflible. Swear this 
and live/' 

Under the influence of exifting cir- 
cumftances, Oceana deemed it cruelty 
to augment his fufFerings by oppofitipn. 
She coniidered it as an oath to which, 
po moral obligation could attach, as it 
wanted the fan6lion which can alone 
render an oath facred— her will. 

" I fwear it," faid flie. *' Enough. — 
So may your foul know healthful peac^ 
or torturing difeafe, as you are true or 
perjured! Go now, mix with my fa- 
ynily. I know, child, that you will 
not meet them with the fame light heart 
that you were wont to do. I fee the 
phain, the galling chain around yout 

that 
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that, to all others, is invifible. But, 
remember, I did not forge thefe fetters 
for your thoughts and aftions ; they are 
the gifts of Fate ; and the manner in 
Vhich I (hall perceive you wear them 
will influence all the future of our com- 
mon lot. Stay not to reply at prefent j 
Ieav€ me/* 

Oceana retired to her chamber. 

No fooner was flie alone than the 
Itnoft melancholy train of thought fuc- 
ceeded the agitation of her mind. The 
folemn injunftion of fecrecy, under 
which fhe mud henceforth labour in 
the fociety of her friends, now appeared 
to her imagination as an' evil of no com- 
mon magnitude. The Earl of Lati- 
more's future conduft was another 
fource of melancholy contemplation.. 
She perceived the true ftate of his mind. 
It was nol^le, in every fenfe of that 

comprehenfive 



compfdftenfive cxpndffion, but it was, 
nevertftelefe, difeafedi Whatever might 
be the caufe, it was evident that he was 
itiiferable ; and however artificial ap- 
pearances of happinefs might impofe 
upon* others, Oceana, henceforth, tne^i^- 
him to be wretched. 

That his mifery Iprung from fome 
«vent c^nnefted with the name of Mor- 
timer, was alfo plain, but the nature 
of that event was, at prefent, fhrouded 
from* hei? knowledge. Yet (he thought, 
** The time may not be diftant, when 
the prefent painful uncertainty may be 
tjxchanged for yet more painfal know- 
ledge. The tale, when told, may even 
ftirpafe the horrid image of common 
murder, which my mind already che- 
rilhes, and my future peace may, per- 
haps, be for ever ruined by the forced 
concealment of unexampled guilt." 



At 
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At this moment the recoUeftion of 
having mentioned the adventure of laft 
night in her letter to Captain Melville, 
induced her to agitate the queftion, how- 
far Ihe ought to abide by fuch an oath, 
as fhe had taken, in oppolition to the 
impulfe of filial: duty and aflFeftion, 
which had hitherto ever prompted her 
to place the moft unlimited confidence 
in her loved father's bofom. Thus £he 
argued:— 

" There has yet occurred no quef- 
tion, in which his advice can influence 
my choice. What I have written can 
ferve only to jiiwaken curiofify, without 
tending to any ufeful purpofe. For the 
prefent then,atleaft, I will comply unre- 
iervedly with the wifties of this unhappy 
Nobleman. I will deftroy my letter, and- 
wait the further progrefs of this rdyen- 
ture, ere I determine upor the propri- 
ety of abiding implici tly by the condi ti on 

of 
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#f an oath, extorted under fuch circum- 
fiances of terror and coimniferation." 

Her determination wad too late. The 
letter^ which (he had fealed and placed 
I upon her toilette .the preceding night, 

had been removed whilft ffie was with 
the Earl, packed up in a parcel, and 
forwarded to a friend, agreeably to he? 
own former order. 

The queftion was thus determined 
by Fate. She had not violated he* 
oath, and yet the fccret .was, in part, 
difclofed. 



CHAP, VII 
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CHrAP. Vth 

A Majktd Gala. 

X HREE' or four days now paflecf 
away, the principal portion of which: 
was devoted, by Oceana and her friends^ 
to preparations for their attendance at 
.th« Maiked fiaU, or, as it was temked% 
the Gala, which had been fo long an.- 
nounced by the Duchefsof Derrington, 
In this interval no private communica- 
tion had taken place between Earl Lati- 
more and Oceana, but he had evidently 
facrificed fome hours to the domeftic 
circle, and had taken feveral opportu- 
nities of drawing Oceana into particular 
cbnverfations, on various fubjefts, with 
the view of afcertaining the bias of her 
mind, and the compafs of her under- 

flanding. 
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Jlanding. Cfonvinc€d> from his own 
obfervation^that (he was^many degrees 
al)0ve the ordinary level of her fiwc, lie 
felt a confiderable dimunition of the 
mortification and anxiety, which ^r 
difcbvery of hi« feoret mifeiy had at firft 
occafioned. Still, however he felt, that 
his mind was expofed to her inits naked 
deformity, and the remembrance of 
fuch a -degradation was.^pain&il to^his 
pride. 

The attentions which he vpaid to. her 
did not efcape the obfervations' of the 
family. Julia and Amelia rejoiced at 
the circumflance* Ignorant of the true 
caufe of fuch a feeming,preferenGe,*they 
attributed it entirely to the difcemment 
of their brother, and the merits of their 
f]:iend ; and overlooking the difpadly 
of their years, their fortunes, and their 
ranks, they flattered themielves, that 
it was a preference which might, at no 

very 
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very diftant period, add the name of 
Sifter to that of Friend, in the perfon of 
their Oceana, 

Thefe furmifes were rather ftrength- 
ehed than difcouraged, when the morn- 
ing of the Duchcfs of Derrington's night 
arrived, and Lord Latimore fignified 
his intention of attending them, at her 
Grace's, at the fame time obferving, in 
a ftrain of gallantry, wholly foreign to 
his general deportment, ** that ^the 
movements of Mifs Melville fo power- 
fully influenced his own, he was con- 
ftrained to own himfelf her mere fatel- 
lite, whom the laws of Fate had doomed 
to follow the evolutions of its matter 
planet/* 

Oceana, however, conftrued the 
meaning of this apparent compliment 
much nearer to the truth. She felt its 
force, and fighed. 

Evening 
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Evening arrived, 

Important engagements at Council 
preventing the Earl from accompanying 
the party to the Duchefe's, he took 
memorandums of their drefliK, and pro- 
ihifed to join them there as early as 
poffible. 

The party, confifting of Ladies Julia 
and Amelia, the former habited as a 
Nun, and the latter, as Diana ; Oceana, 
as a Virgin of the Sun ; the Captain, as 
a Dutch Sailor ; and the Biihop, in a 
Domino, proceeded, about eleven, to 
Derrington-houfe, which was, at that 
moment, the fplendid Temple of Wit, 
Tafte, Pleafure, and Magnificence. 

' The Entrance-hall was metamor- 
phofed into a garden of rare and coftly 
exotics, which impreffed the mind with 
admiration, and delig]|ted the fenfes by 

their 
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their beauty and their odour. Spai^ing 
lamps of every colour, feemed dancing 
among the (hrubs .and 4;rae6,<throi|gh 
which an avenue was £ormed, th^tUdto 
the foot of the .grand Ilaii«-cafe. On the 
feveral refUiig places <rf the rftairs» iwrene 
groupes of iovely.girk and boys, Jsabited 
in ftrift cojlume, as Savoyards, whowe}« 
comed the approaching guefts with the 
livelieft airs and chorufies. The:principal 
Gallery wasconvertedintoamoft fiapevb 
temple, *after the delign of thermagni* 
ficent fcenc of the Ten^ple of the JBun, 
painted for theplay ofPiasarro^at Druiy 
Lane Theatre, This ^iras the chiefpro- 
menade forthe Charaders andrBoxninos. 

The Drawing-room and Anti^rooms 
were thrown into one, and formed a 
temporary Supper^room. This Toom 
was a blaze of fplendour, foftened to 
the eye of tafte by the moft judicioxw 
arrangements of ij;j magnificent decora- 

tions*^ 
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tlons* The tiables were covered with 
fervices of gold and filver pkte, con- 
taining every luxury which voluptuous 
¥ftncy could fuggeft and princely opu- 
lence procure. 

But the apartment xm which hei« 
Craec of Derrington, and her daughters, 
aided by Ladies Jiilia and Amelia Lati- 
-more, bad expended the principal por- 
tion of their time, «id the united efforts 
of their tafte and fancy, was the grand 
iaioon, which was appropriated to the 
votaries of Xerpfichore, 

The fcene here feemed aftually the 
creation>of enchantment. Th« pencils. 
of fome of the firft artifts had been em- 
ployed upon the temporary walls and 
cielings. Mirrors of immenfe fize re- 
flected back the fplendour of an hundred 
brilliantly illuminated chandeliers. 
Tranfparcncies of exquifite defign and 
Vol. I. F work^ 
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workmanftiip, were fufpciided by 
wreaths of artificial flowers, between 
flender columns of filver, on which 
were pendant appropriate infignia of 
the mirthful temple. 

At each end of the Saloon floated 
a moft beauteous cloud; on one of 
which reclined the goddefs Terpfichore 
—on the other, the god Apollo : be- 
hind thefe clouds bands pf mufic were 
concealed, and the enrapturing founds 
which iflued from invifible inftruments, 
completed the enchanting dclufion of 
the fcene. 

Early as was the hour, according to 
the dial of faftiion, the rooms were 
beginning to be mojl deliciou/ly croudedy 
^ as a malk, in the charafter of a Flower- 
Girl, obferved, when the Latimore 
Paity arrived. They had juft paid 
their refpefts to the Duchefs, when a 

general 
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general buzz of fatisfaftion announced 
the arrival of the Prince. At that mo- 
ment, he entered the temple unmaiked. 

He was fupported by two gentlemen 
in black dominos. With that inex- 
preffible union of dignity and affability, 
which at once indicates the noble mind 
of a prince and the polifhed manners 
of a gentleman, he entered into con- 
verfation with the Duchefs, who was^ 
alfo^ unmafk^d. 

Her Grace, who had expreffed a par- 
ticular kindnefs for Oceana, with pecu- 
liar condefcenfion, ftudied to render 
the fcene entertaining to her pupil, as 
Ihe termed her. iShe defcribed the va- 
rious charafters as they paffed her, 
nodding and whifpering themfelves into 
her notice. 

The Latimore party kept as near to 
F z each 
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each other as the croud permitted them. 
As they were proftienading the temple, 
the fame Flo wef -Girl, who had paffed 
them on their entrance, ran up to the 
Duchefs, who was walking with Oceana, 
and exclaimed—" Oh lord how charm- 
ing I I was never half fo delightfully 
aftoniifaed ! You attraftiVe creature, 
you ! What a croud ! There is not a 
comer to Ilattd in. I never was fo de- 
lightfully elevated in my life? My 
dear Duchefs, why don't you have a 
night every week. I declare I don't 
thin^ there could be more people, if 
they paid 'for their tickets — do you ? 
But pray, who is that lovely creature 
your Grace has taken into favour ? 
Everybody fays flie muft be a monfirous 
favourite, becaufe her drefs is fo mon^ 
firaus apropos to the Temple of the Sun, 
—that Ihe mufi have been in the fecret." 



You 
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" You arc a monjlro^s hore*'^ cried a 
mafkj in a black doroino, who followed 
the party. ^*Oh you brute — I know 
you," replied the voluble Flower-Girl. 
*^ Lord its the extreme of the ridiculous 
in you to attempt mafking, Charles, for 
you know you carry the odour of a 
ftable, and the language of la groom^ 
wherever |lyou go: — there, take that." 
-~The young lady then threw a rofe atr 
her Charles and tripped lightly away. 
Charlfes purfued' her. 

** Admirable pair'* exclaimed the 
Duchefs, in a whifper to Oceana. — 
" The Flower-Girl is the widow of an 
Irifli peer: fhe is remarkably handfome, 
remarkably filly, and remarkalJly rich. 
Her Charles, is the youngeft fon of a 
deceafed citizen ; and is like Lady Lus- 
tre, remarkably rich and remarkably 
filly. Her Ladyfhip is the bed rope-- 
Jkipptr we have, and Charles Scavenge 
Fa is 
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is allowed to be unrivalled in driving 
^a tandem. Precious pair !" 

At this inftant, the Prince and his two 
cornpanions, were approaching the 
Duchefs. 

" He on the right of the Prince ** 
obferved the Bifhop to Oceana, " is the 
junior Meriton, a young man deferved- 
ly high hi the eftimation of the firft 
companies, from his fuavity of manners 
and his brilliant accomplifhments. He is 
a favourite of the Prince, and the pa- 
tronage is equally creditable to the 
talents of the one and the difcerning 
liberality of the othen 

**Do you know the Domino on the 
left of the Prince ?" continued the Bi- 
Ihop> addreffing himfelf to the Duchefs. 
** I believe a mother may fay, fhe 
knows her own child/' faid her Grace 

with 
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with a fmile; " It is the Marquis of 
Leverton, and I infift, my Lord, that 
as a proteftant bifhop, you will now 
exert your powers of eloquence over the 
cold fcruples of this fairnun, your fifter : 
and fliould the arguments of chriftianity 
fail, I muft entreat my little heathen 
divinity here, the chafte Diana her- 
fclf, to intercede for my poor *' Dar- 
ling/' — Nay, the Virgin of the Sun 
muft for once plead tjic caufe of love 
and conftancy !" 

Amelia, with innocent archnefs, ad- 
dend to the embarraffment of her fifter, 
by entering fully into the wifties of the 
Duchefs j whilft her Gr^ce, who was al- 
ready chara fieri zed as a *' Match- Ma- 
ker," with the broadeft hints, introduced 
the Marquis of Leverton to Lady Julia, 
and' placed her under his protedion. — 
The Prince walked with Amelia ; and 
young Meriton entered into.converfa* 
tion with Oceana. As 
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As they were thus promenading^ they 
were flopped by a charader, very, ex- 
cellently drefled, as an Aftroiogpr.r^ 
Bowing reverently to the Prince, he 
addreffed him thus : — " Hail* to the iU 
luftrious Prince, the portenfous flarof 
whofe nativity glowed ou thefe agpcfc 
eyes, and gave the, inner man tO/knD«»^ 
the fate of empires, in that hourV 
deftiny!" 

" Marvellous man?'*- fm^" youfagr. 
Meriton. " And is it to the ftars that 
you are indebted for tbd ailonifhitig 
talent of difcovering what is not at- 
tempted to be concealed." Alluding 
to the Prince's being unmalked. 

" Babbler of witticifms,. hold !" ex- 
claimed the Aftrologer. " Learn that 
thou, though concealed^ and thy father, 
though abfent, ?ire. kn^wn unto me. — • 
He is elo<]^uent in the fenate, and his 

wit 
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%it is unrivalled, but his eloquence 
cannot influence the decifions of Fate, 
nor the charms of his wit for one mo- 
ment arreft the bufy motion of the Hea- 
vens. He himfelf would acknowledge,^ 
though almoft omnipotent with weapons 
of ridiculie, yet even te wbuld confefs, 
that there are fublimities in nature, which 
all but fools aad daemons hallow!" 

" B^avo! Bravo!" cried young Me- 
riton, not a little chagrined. ** Upon 
my honor, Kemble could not have de- 
claimed with better emphafis. I* won- 
who it is " 

" The wonder will laft, replied the 
Aftrologer, '* for none know me, tho* 
tknow all. My bufinefs is not with 
you ; but thus much of ^i?wr future def- 
tiny you may take gratis. Cultivate the 
Virtues with half the fuccefs that you 
l^ave ftudied the Graces^ and you will 
F ^ hereafter 
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hereafter be as much honoured by th^ 
Good, as you now are flattered by the 
Great/' 

*• Who can it poffibly be," faid 
Meriton. ** Pray, fir, are you the 
Wife Man of the Eaft, or the Wandering 
Jew, or a Travelling Conjuror — or — ?" 

With anairof difdain, the Aftrologcr 
turned from him, and addrefled the 
ladies. 

** Fair daughters of the Houfe of 
Latimore, hear wifdom ! — The know- 
ledge of the deftiny of your illuftrious 
Houfe has been, through many an an- 
xious day and Qeeplefs night, the objeQ; 
of my enquiring contemplation. You 
have a brother who " 

** Pftia„" interrupted young Meri- 
too; this is too much/' 

** Its 
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*' 'Tisnot abadcharafter," obferved 
the Prince, *' but carried a little too far 
perhaps." 

The Aftfologer bowed reverently to 
the Prince, and, apparently, from re- 
fpeft to him, defifted, and fuffered the 
party to proceed. 

The rapid change of charafters that 
now paffed and repafled them, foon 
effaced the Image of the old Aftrologer 
from the remembrance of every one but 
Oceana. On her mind the laft words of 
that fingular charafter had m ade an inde- 
lible impreflion. The broken fentence — 
^'Youhave a brother who'* ftill founded, fo- 
lemnly as it was uttered, in her ears : — 
and the combination of horrid ideas that 
took place in her mind, precluded from 
- her obfervation all the puppetry of the 
charafters around herj and caft a gloom 
over that blaze of fplendour, which daz- 
zled and delighted all other eyes. 

J 6 " Indifferent 
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Inattentive to the compliments, the 
obfervations, and even the railleries: of 
young Meriton, fhe preferved* an un- 
broken lilence till ifhe found herfelf in 
the room, appropriated to the dancers, 
aroufed from thought by the briik notes 
©f the pipe and tabor. ' 

** You intend to dance, of courfe, 
Mifs Melville/' faid Meriton. '^May I 
hope for the honour of yottr hand ?'* 

Oceana was embarraffed. • She had 
indeed promifed herfelflnuch pleafure 
from, dancing, but her mind was now 
fo much depreffed by the remembmnce 
of her interview with Lord Latimore, 
which fhe had connefted in her mind 
with the lingular expreffions of the 
Aftrologer, that it was by.no means .a 
pretence, when (he pleaded fudden.in- 
difpofition, and requefted her excufe« 
Julia and Amelia, ignorant of the caufe 
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of her indifpofition, were extremely 
alarmed at it, and kindly propofed re- 
tiring on her account. This fiicrificc. 
Oceana refolutely refifted, and* fum*- 
nioning her fpirfts, afiured them, that 
in the fecond or third dance fhe Ihould 
be able to join them, if they would al- 
Ipw her the plbafute of being a fpe£hi* 
tor of the firft. 

The Duchfifs was too: nracb engaged 
by that divifion of her attentions, fo 
neceflaiy to give general fatisfeJE^on in 
fo large aparty, to be able to particularize 
the fituationeven of her '* Pupil/' The 
Biihop had joined the Whift-players ; 
the Captain, had difappeared the whole 
evening; and Oceana pofitively perfift-. 
ing that her. friends and young Meriton 
ihould dance, retired alone to one of 
the fofas ranged behind the filver 
columns^ 

She 
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She had fcarcely feated herfelf, when a 
** Pilgrim," who, unobferved by Oce- 
ana, had, during the former part of 
. the evening, clofely followed her foqt- 
fteps, with an air of concern approached 
her. 

Bowing refpeSfully, he addrefled 
her; obferving, ** that however much 
etiquette ought to reftrain him from ad- 
drefRng her by any other name, or as 
any other charader, than a Virgin of 
the Sun, yet, perceiving her indifpofed, 
he crulled Mifs Melville would pardon 
the liberty, which he felt it his duty 
to take, in oflFering his fervices, if in any 
way he could have the honour of being 
ferviceable,^' at the fame time removing - 
his mafik, he difcovcred himfelf to be 
Mr. Elmer, the Earl of Latimorc*s 
Secretary, with whofe converfation 
Oceana had beenmore than once highly 
mterefted. 

** I am 
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** I am greatly obliged, fir, by your 
polite attention/' faid Oceana. *^ lan^ 
much better than I was. I believe the 
heat was too powerful. The croud here 
is much too great to be pleafant to me^ 
though I underftand it is the very ef« 
fence of exhiliration to the true difci- 
pies of fafiiion.'' 

" Rather fay, madam, the true dif- 
ciples of folly, who prefer the gratifi- 
cation of vanity to the comforts of 
health, or the pleafures of reafon/* 

" The votaries of rationality cer- 
tainly cannot very frequently worlhip 
in fuch temples as thefe ; yet, I pre- 
fume, cuflom impels many to fuch fe- 
forts, whom want of courage, rather 
than want of inclination, deters from 
more rational purfuits." 

" I am perfuaded of the truth of 
your obfervation by experience. Wd 

frequently 
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frequently^ meet with a disfcription of 
people, one may eall " Ifenfible f^fhi^ 
onables/* who lament every day th« 
/laughter of their time, and yet every 
dBSiy continue their Hme-killing fy^tm^ 
Aflt, for inftance, that young lady in- 
the drefs of an Indian; and who i «> 
really an amiable and fenfible girl, afit. 
her when (he fpent an evening at borne* 
She will tell you, that it was on fome 
gala occafion, fome route or other fpe- 
cies of amufement, which we may with; 
propriety term public. Evenings at 
Home J in the fenf^ that our anceftors 
ufed thofe words, were among- the 
moft hjeartfelt pleafures of focial life.-— 
They fignified converfations by which 
the mind was improved or amufed, or* 
domeftic recreations, into which the: 
heart entered with unmixed fatisfa^lion^ 
How changed is the fcene ! The focial 
fire-fide is vaniihed completely out ot 
fight of the falhionaWe world, and the 

feleft, 
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fele£l;, cheerful; or intdligent* circle of 
friends, is vottdsi bvrt. To fee company, 
according to the fafhion of our times, 
is, in other words, to open a theatre, 
or to Keep a gaming houfe, and tofacri- 
fice the delightful intercourfes of friend-' 
fliip, to the cold fplendour of a nxune- 
rous acquaintance^" 

Their converfation was now inter- 
rupted'by'the voluble '' Flower Girl,'* 
Lady Luftre, who feated herfelf Hear 
OoeaQa, and with the moft abrupt fa- 
miliarity addreffed hen with^-^" My 
dear Mifs Melville, I am quite glad I 
have found you'; you don't know, my 
dear creature, how I have been tor-^ 
mented by that infufEerable wretch !'* 

Oceana, with an unafFefted dignity 
of manner, replied — 

" My name is Melville, but I am to- 
learn, who k is^ that I have the honour 

of 
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of addreffing ; as well the nature of her 
fuflFerings, and the author of her tor- 
ments !" 

*' Oh fie, fie — don't be fo fpiteful as 
to make me name the creature-^you 
know I mean Charles Scavenge. You 
muft know all about it I am fure. The 
Duchefs has told me fhe loves you, and 
of courfe flie has acquainted you with 
fill the world, and with every body'«. 
ftorv." 

** Is ruchuniverfal knowledge at tha 
difpofal of her Grace ?" 

** Now don't be fo (hockingly pro- 
voking! You know it is. Isn't every 
body at this moment here, and isn't 
every body dying to fpeak to her — and 
wouldn't any one of us tell her the 
greateft fecret in (he world, for the ho- 
nour of being feen familiarly chatting 
with the Duchefs of Derrington." 

•* Her 
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^* Her Grace's memory ought to ht 
as capacious as her manfion then, to 
con.tain — " 

" Capacious— ^aye, my dear crea- 
ture, there it is. Why you know the 
Duchefs of Swanfiiire, in Pall-Mall, 
can fqueeze in, within about an hun« 
dred, as many as our hoftefs ; but 
then Ihe^s obliged to turn the nurfery 
into card rooms, and build tempo- 
rary fupper rooms over the ftables/' 

" That leffens her Grace of Swan- 
fhire by fo many feet fquare in the 
public opinion, I prefume," faid Mr. 
Elmer. 

" To be fure it does, Mr. Pilgrim, 
for I don't know your voice," faid La- 
dy Luftre. " What do you fuppofe 
fuftains the Duchefs of Derrington's 
cclai among us all ?" 

'* Oh, no doubt, the width and 

breadth 
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breadth^ of Derrington Houfe 1"- faid 
Elmer, farcaftically ,• " but what if Mr* 
Galaxy^ould fuccted in obtaining the 
two largeft houfes in Cavendifh-fquare, 
and by throwing them into one, be en- 
abled to receive a hundred or two more 
than her Grace t" 

" Lord blefs you^^how ignorant/* 
replied her Lady fhTp. * * Why, my deac 
Mifs Melville, I'll tell yon all about Uu. 
It feems this Mr. Galaxy is a fort of a: 
kind of an emigrant, from fome place 
or other, ehormoufly rich, they fay, 
but by no means at all a perfon of high? 
confideration in any other refpeft.— 
Well, my dear, it feems the man has » 
fort of appetite for galas, routes, con- 
certs, and that fort of thing, and wifhed 
to be popular among us ; but, my 
dear, he's as ignorant as a Hottentot 
how to accomplifh it. He fpent a pro- 
digious fum laft winter in getting up a 
night, but, lord, it did not draw at all." 

*' And, 
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•* And, pray Madam, what inajr 
have occafioned the failure/' faid Mr. 
Elmer. 

*' The fiHieft neglea in the world, 
fir; he never engaged a *' Trumpeter/* 

" A Trumpeter !" exclaimed Oceana 
and Mr. Elmer together—** A Trum- 
peter !'* 

«« Certainly !" faid herLadylhip. — 
^* Lord, don't you know that every 
body that wifhes to be a public charac- 
ter, muft hire, what we call, a Trum- 
peter — or PufFen That is, a perfon 
who has the talent of fcribbling, whom 
you pay fo much a year, and expences. 
Then he puts you every day into the 
Papers; acquaints the public when 
you come to town, and when you g6 
in the country ; where^ott dine to-day, 
and who dined with you yefterday. — 

And 



14^2^ SPLENDID MISE&Y. 

iSuppofe you have a quarrel i^ith any 
one, be poj>s in, what we call, a para« 
graph piqiiani ; he kills your enemies 
at a ftroke, and marries any couple 
you pleafe, though they may have ne« 
ver feen each other in their lives." 

•' Your Trumpeter muft, at leaft, 
be induftrious in bis calling/' faid 
Oceana. * 

*• Oh, youVc no potion how they 
toil. I have not mentioned half their 
fervices. They muft worm themfelves 
into connections with the bookfelkrs 
and the engravers ; and then you get 
your life inferted in magazines, and 
yourportraitexhibitedin every window. 
I have lately had a downright quarrel 
with my Trumpeter. How d'ye think 
he ferved me. You muft know . I 
wanted to be publifhed, that is, to be 
engraved. Well, my dear, every body 

had 



liad told me that my whole lengthy 
which hung next Admiral Nelfon's half, 
at the Royal Academy laft year, was a 
divine likenefs. So I fixed upon that, 
and confided the buGnefs to my Trum- 
peter, as one don't like to appear in 
thefe afi^airs. The engraving was beau- 
tifully finifhed, and cofl me an im- 
menfe fum, I affure you, I would not 
let it come out, till the town filled, and 
what do you think was the confequence ? 
I a£tual1y faw myfelf exhibited in all 
the print fhops, with an infcription 
underneath, fignifying that poor I, as 
1 ftood with my favourite dog, Trim, 
in my beautiful fancy drefs, was — 
Madame Buonaparte, engraved' from an 
original in the poffeffion of the Firft 
Conful ! Did you ever hear any thing 
fo impudent or fo provoking ?'* 

Ere this rattling Lady of Quality 
could receive any anfwer to her quef- 

tion, 
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tion, {he ^ad xelapfed into a new ft raw 
of volubility, which, happily, for the 
expiring patience of her hearers, waa^ 
at length, >checkedhy her Charles, who 
had difcovered her, and ii)iifted on: her 
dancing. 

** Can.there be a fyUable of txxith 
jitnong all we have been lifteningto/' 
Caid Oceana, 

** The colouring may be too high; 
perhaps, too coarfe," faid.Mr. Elmer, 
*^ but I apprehend there is too much 
of truth in the outline. The j^hara£ler 
which has been defcribed has always ex« 
ifted, but it has of late multiplied in, 
proportion with our luxiiries ^nd fol- 
lies. Formerly, the employment of a 
venal fcribler was almoft exclufively 
confined to politics and political cha- 
cafters ; but in thefe times, when often- 
tation and frivolity feem to have ba- 

niihed 



[ 



_ SPLENDID "MISERY. * I45 

nished domellic enjoyment, and folid 
happinefs, from the higher ranks of fo- 
ciety , the fpirit of party rages as vio- 
lently among our ladies of rank and 
fafliion as among our ftatefmen, and is ^ 
propagated and fupported by as cor- 
rupt and as contemptible agents." 

The firft dance was by this time 
finiihed, and Julia and Amelia ran with 
eagemefs to enquire after the health of 
their friend. Her fpirits were recruited 
by the change of thought, occafioned 
by the converfation of Mr. Elmer and 
LadyLuftre; and (he declared herfelf 
fufficiently collefted to dance. The 
fignal for {landing up being given, and 
the partners of ladies Julia and Amelia, 
prefenting themfelves, (he arofe at the 
fame time, without recollefting that 
flie had no partner. Mr. Elmer, with 
quicknefs, ftarted up, and requefted 
the honour of dancing with her. 

VOL. I. G '' Sir!" 
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•* Sir!" faid Oceana, with an emo- 
tion, which it is impoflible to deforibe. 
She was furprifed, yet (he was not dif- 
pleafed* She did not unhefitatingly 
accept his offer, nor did (he decline it. 
Scarcely a moment had clapfed — yet 
Elmer felt that moment's paufe with the 
keeneft angui(h. ** I am too prefump- 
tuous," faid he — then bowed Tefpeft- 
fully., and retired, 

" Who 4S it ?" faid Amelia. « 1 
recolleft the voice/' " And I too," — 
faid Julia. " It is Mr. Elmer," faid 
Oceana. *' Elmer!!" exclaimed Ame* 
lia. •* What can have brought him 
here — and in a charafter too ! Poor 
Pilgrim — Alas, I pity thee. It mqft 
be fo — ytSy my dear Oceana, you have 
flain him^ depend upon it; Secretary 
and Lord are both at your feet !" 

This little dilei»ma fruftrated the in* 

tentions 
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tentions of Oceana for the fecond 
dance, and her friends determined to 
fit with her till its conclufion ; after 
which the doors of the fupper room 
were thrown open, and a fcene of 
jocund confufion enfued* 

At three a fignal fumtnoned the 
dancers to refume their pleafurable toil. 
The company now malked once more, 
and the exhilirating draughts quafiFed 
at the fideboards and fupper tables, 
began to produce their efFefts. Charac- 
ters, that hitherto had been merely dumb 
refemblancies, now felt the infpiration 
of the grape, and added fpeech to 
a6lion. The order which had prevailed 
before fupper, was now facrificed to 
hilarity. Dancing became romping, 
and a latitude of freedom enfued, nearly 
approaching the chrift mas gambols of the 
kitchen or the cottage. From this con- 
fufion many retired to " promenade in 
G 2 the 
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the temple, and many wholly quitted 
the houfe. 

Among the former was the Latimore 
party. During the whole evening they 
had not feen the Earl, and they were 
now debating whether or not they 
ibould return, when they obferved htm, 
by his domino, in clofe converfation 
with the Pilgrim, whom Oceana had 
defcribed to be Mr, Elmer, 

He now perceived them, and quit- 
ting his Secretary, joined them, with 
apologies for his late attendance. 

After a turn or two in the temple, 
they fauntered into the fuf^per rooms. 
Tlie Earl appeared thoughtful and de- 
jeEted, and his gloomy iilence commu- 
nicated itfdf to the whole party. At 
length, '* I have'been lifteriing," faid 
the* Earl, " to the defcription of a lin- 
gular 
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gular charafter, aa Aftrologer, th^it, it 
feems, addrelTed himfelf to you in the 
beginning of the evening. That gen- 
tlemaai, inthccharafter of the Pilgrim , 
withr whom you £aw me cqnyejfing, 
informed me,—" 

**liMMt. lAnttr/ tfaen^ hear the 
old Aftrologer ?" interrupted Amelia^ 

•' Who told youj pray, that Elmer 
was the Pilgrim ?" faid the Earl, fternly* 

t?.V..Mife,I^lville'fo^nd that out, my 
Lord," replied (he, archly. 

*'*' Mife- 'Melville/' exclaimed he— 
•*- Indeed T-^ruly, * Mifs Melville's ' 
difcoveries are not a little wonderful," 
canti^ued ]p^ twitha 'toeaoing which 
Qce^.n% wtU !ftn4*^QQ[ci^ • J .." 

• ** It was mere accident, my Lord, 

that caufed Mr. Eln\er to HflmaflcV 

(aid (he, fcarcely knowing whether Gf\Q 

G 3 did 
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did right or wrong to notice his 
obfeivation* 

" Why, ftrange accidents do hap- 
pen, certainly, wt all know that," faid 
he. 

Oceana now determined to remain 
filent. His lordfliip continued — ** Well 
then, Mr. Elmer has informed me of 
this Aftrologer, and, I think, I have 
my fclf feen the fame figure he defcribes, 
at more than one place. Pray, wore he 
a mafk?" . 

«* I rather think," faid Lady Julia, 

'< his face was painted to imitate ex« 
tremeoldage." 

/* Extreme old age, fay you !" cried 
the Earl. ** Was his robe of a light grey 
colour?" 

*« The fame, my Lord," faid Julia. 

«* And round his waift was there a.* 
girdle ?" ' ' . No 
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. No one immediately anfwered; 

** I aCk, did no one obfervc a belt, or 
girdle round his waift ?*" 

" I did, my Lord," faid Oteana. 

" XVclI, madam, and^— ** 

•* It was of black velvet," faid Oce- 
ana, ** and on it were worked, in gold, 
the twelve figns of the zodiac.'* 

" Enough, enough, madam," cried 
.the Earl, wildly-—-' Conviftion of my 
dbubts on this point too, it feems I 
owe to you." Theninafmoth^redtone, 
yet ftill audible, /' Still will it^ 
follow me ! In every ptiblio place 1 
meet it. I faw the fame thing dt Vi- 
enna- — Florence — Naples — Paris-^" ' 

*' And may at London," exclaimed 
' G 4 a' voice, 
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a volce^ which made the Earl tremble. 
After a moment's paufe^ — ** Is he not 
behind us ?" alked he, in a tremulous 
voice. 

Not a fingle charaCler was walking 
near them, but a black domino was 
clofe at the elbow of Lord Latimore. 
Juft as they reached the door this do- 
mino tapped the Earl on the flioulder ; 
he turned round, and at that inftant the 
black domino was thrown open, and 
difcovered the " Aftrologer" it had 
concealed. 

As he difappeared at the door, he 
pointed to the Earl, and exclaimed — 
" Living Monument of Splendid Mijery/* 

The objeQ: of his addrefs funk back,, 
almoft fainting, into the arms of the 
Bifhop. He had juft fufficient ftrength 
to fay ** Home, home, home," and 

leaning 
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leaning on the arm of his brother, 
reached his chariot, where Elmer was 
waiting for him* 

The whole pirty inftafetly retired, 
and, under confiderable alarm for the 
Earl, reached Latimoye jHoafe, 
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CHAP. VIIL 

AJlrology. 



B 



rY the time thftt the carriages flop- 
ped in Bertley-fquare, the Earl had 
refumed his wonted appearance of tran- 
quillity, and was enabled to encounter 
the afFeftionate folicitudes of the family 
with perfe^ compofure. He perceived, 
however, from their enquiring counte- 
nances, that they expefled fome expla- 
nation of the ftrange eflPefts, which the 
appearance of the Aftrologer had pro- 
duced; and he felt, that to deny it, 
would increafe that curiofity, which 
partial gratification might, in this early 
ftage of it, perhaps, lull to fleep. — 
With this intention he took the hand 

of 
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of the Bifhop, andprcfling it with great 
carneftnefs — ''Brother/' faid he, '' a 
word with you." He then drew him 
alide, and obferved to him, that he 
was fenfible how much he and his lifters 
muft have been affe£led and furprifed 
by his behaviour^ and the conduft of 
the mafk, whofe appearance had cre- 
ated fuch emotions in him ; but conti- 
nued he, " let me entreat ypu to difmifs 
for ever any apprehenfions for me, 
which fo ftrange an incident may have 
created in your kind hearts; for, 1 
affure you, it was merely the furprife I 
felt at feeing a man, who, I had every 
reafon to telieve, was^ at that moment, 
confined, as a lunatic, at Paris. Many 
years ago, I was engaged, officially, in 
fome bufinefs relating to a family, at 
Vienna, in which this perfon took a 
warm interefl. It is not now a fuitablc 
time to enter iiito the partrcUlars, nor^ 
indeed are they At all worth the relating. 
G 6 The 
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The conclufion, however, of the bufi- 
nefs to which I allude, occafioned the 
death of a perfon,.fo much beloved by 
this man, that the lofs of her abfolutely 
turned the poor creature's brain. He 
has taken it into his head, that I was 
the caufe of her death, and actually 
occafioned me fome inconvenience at 
Vienna, at Naples, and at Paris. So 
much fo at the latter place^ that I was 
under the neceffity of applying to the 
police, and he was confined there as a 
Inadman. That event happened feveral 
years ago, and hearing nothing of the 
poor creature fince, I imagined that he 
was dead. When to-night I heard his 
^refs defcribcd, the fame he wore many 
years ago, .1 could, fcarcely credit what 
I heard ; nor till the fight of the pooor 
wretch himfelf at once convinced and 
overpowered me, did I believe it pof- 
fible that he could be in England. I 
truft I ihall neither hear iK>r fee any 
. . more 
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more of him. If I do, means muft be 
taken to place the lunatic under a due ' 
reftraint. Let me requeft you to make 
this explanation, for me, to my fiflers 
and Mifs Melville, in what way you 
think proper, and confider the a£Pairas 
worth no further thought." He then 
took his leave and retired. 

This vamifh of indiflPerence ferved 
his temporary purpofe. It lulled th^ 
apprehenfions, though it did not en- 
tirely fiifletlie curiofity of the family. 

No fooner, however, had he left thje 
room, than he let drop the vizor, and 
all the goading and acute fenfations of 
his mind fpoke loudly in his coun« 

Durand, accuftomed as he was to 
contemplate in his Aiafter's perfon the 
image of 4ifquietude« obferved an in* 

creafed 
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creafed degree of agitation in his face, as 
he entered the chamber. 

The fervant, who had lighted him 
up (lairs, had placed the candles upon 
the table, and was retiring.— "Stay," 
cried the Earl, and then relapfed into 
profound and filent thought* 

After a confiderable paufe — ** There 
is no other way," faid he to himfelf.— r 
•' No choice is left me now/' Then 
turning to the fervant—-** Tell Mn 
Elmer, that I defire to fee him here/'— r 
Durand, in obedience to a fignal, re- 
tired to the anti-room, and the Earl 
was alone. 

^* Caution may feal the lips too long/' 
laid he, in foliloquy, as with agitated 
fteps he paced the chamber. ** I have 
not been precipitate— I am not preci- 
pitate. Five years I have ftudied his 

character, 



SWEMDXD MISERY.. I59 

charaQ;^r,'and tried his attachment. — 
'Tis plain he loves ttie warmly ; that he 
would rilk his life for me, I doubt not ; 
I fee — I (et it inhis eyes. But his prin- 
ciples, his theories of virtue feem fo fixed, 
fo rooted, that were he to know the whole, 
all that I have done, and all that I 
afpire to do—/ am notjure'-^ixo, no— 
indeed I am not fure of him. And if 
not of him — of whom, in the whole 
world then, can I niake choice, as the 
confidant of my hopes and fears, the 
repofitory of my paft errors, and my 
future enterprifes. The mighty pur- 
pofe of my foul, in embryo, bias lori^ 
laboui^ed htre,*' (fttiking his breaft) 
♦* Now is the hour of its birth at handv 
Appointed hour in the Will of FatCj, 
led on by circuth (lances and coirici- 
dencies, that come like couriers of pre- 
paration before a folemn crifis. The 
dream of Mortimer, his ghoft at the 
levee, his Ikelcton at the council! — 

And 



l60 SPLENDID MISERY. 

And then, that fuch a drpam, creating 
fuch emotions and ejaculations, fhould 
be expofed. to a. girl, wknoTv^h- — a 
ftranger — an interloper, 13 a 019(1 legi- 
ble ordinance of fate, Agaip^ that Ihe 
Ihould be the moft obferyani witt^efs of 
that myllerious tormenter, whof? vifag^ 
blafts me ; nay, that at the firft time gf 
his appearing to me i^i my nativje^oijh- 
try, Ihe ihould be prefent \ This girl 
is, in fome way or other, a link, i^ the 
chain of deftiny that encircles I^timoreJ 
Myllerious chain W How . Ihall I ftudy 
it ? Its extent is bidden from, me, . To 
what bourne it draws, my ^fteps, I 
tremble, and yet I glory to anticipate !'* 



As he uttered the laft words^ hi^ 
inind, fuddenly riling as by fome myf- 
ierious impulfe, feemed to h,ave over- 
come at once the temporary gloom 
which the adventures of the^evenin^ had 
Qccafioned. Swiftly apprpaching the 
, window 
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window, he drew up the curtains^ un- 
barred the fliutter, and admitted the 
moon's rays full into the chamber. It 
was a clear frofty morning, and the Hea- 
vens prefented a moftintereftingpi6lure. 
On the right of the Moon, ftione with 
its fulleft luftre, the fuperb planet, 
Jupiter; Saturn was to the left, and 
confiderably below the Moon. Others 
of the j)lanets were vifible, and the 
countlefs fpots of glowing light, which 
coiillitute the fixed ftars, filled the 
whole atmofpheric arch with glory. ' 

A clown, on whofe mind no ray of* 
education had ever fallen, could not 
have gazed with ihdiflFerence at the. 
fcene. Simple nature. would inftinc- 
tively have yielded to emotions of de- 
light and of pleafure, for the fcene was 
beautiful. Intelligent minds would 
have contemplated, with fentiments of 
reverent aftoniihment and rapture, the ^ 

air-balanced 
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air-balanced worlds, that moved vifible. 
and perceptible to their fenfes, however 
incomprehenfible to their underftand- 
ings. But there is a clafs of men, 
on whofe minds the afpe6t of the Hea* 
vens creates emotions peculiar to them« 
felves, and whofe hearts finJk or afpire 
with the pofition of the planets. 

Few men of ftrong underilandings, 
cipecially in recent times, have ever, 
yielded up their fouls fo fully to this 
enthufiafm, as did the Earl of Latimore. 
Jupiter was the ftar of his nativity. Aa 
that brilliant orb now ftruck his fight, his 
heart beat with an inftant increafe of 
ftrength ; a glow of joy invigorated his 
whole fyftem : he fixed his delighted 
eye on the planet ; he folded his arm^ 
acrofshis breaft, with an air of triumph^, 
and feemed to ftand more firmly. 

Such was his attitude, wh«n Elrner 

entered^ 
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entered. ** Elmer, is it you?" faid 
he, turning round to him. — ** Come 
hither, man. Did you ever view a 
more delightful fcene. See with what 
iuperior luftre fhines yon planet, Jupi* 
ter. Does it not infufe into your breaft 
the glow of animation ? Elmer, 'tis the 
flar that ruled the moment of my birth* 
I cannot gaze on it, and fupprefs emo-* 
tions that fwell this heart almoft to 
burfting. Oh, lingering hours, fpeed 
on, fpeed on, left my afpiring fpirit, 
too eager for the glory in its view, o*er-» 
(hoot its aim and obje6l !" 

After a filence of fome minutes, 
during which his eyes were rivetted on 
the ftar, he turned to Elmer, and with 
an indefcribable air of affured and fatis- 
fiedcomplacency, he feized his hand be- 
tween both his own, exclaiming — •* Yes, 
' Elmer, yes — the hour — the moment is 
arrived. No longer ftand you and I in 

the 
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the fame relationihip towards each other 
'that we have flood. No more of fervant 
— ^no more of matter. I have chofeii 
with caution, and my high; fate, I feel, 
prompted the decifion: You, Elmer^ 
of all the beifigs thatfurroundme, you, 
have I; chofen, for my friend. Coiiie 
then to^ my arms, and let my heart, at , 
this aufpicious moment, melt from its 
icy ftate for ever, and, joined to yours,, 
become a fpring of friendffiip, fponta- 
neoufly pouring out its elTence in, 
unreferved communications, of every 
thought, there foftered." 

Elmer, aftoniflied, ihrunk back, in- 
voluntary, from the Earl*sernb race. Me, 
almoft doubted the evidence of his' 
fenfes ; he could with difficulty con- 
vince himfelf that there was reality in' 
what he heard and Taw. He flammered 
out a few unconnefted words, in which 
he attempted., to exprefs bis great fur« 

pnfe. 
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pTif4e. ** Nay, Elmer, ftirink not from 
my honeft grafp,'' replied the Earl. — 
*' You have known me long enough 
to learn my charaQcr. I am no hypo- 
crite to you. I tell you plainly, I 
want a friend ; I want a human heart 
to fliare myfeelings ; a human mind to 
help my counfels, and to aid my enter- 
prifes. You have I chofen; if you 
rejefl; my friendfhip — " 



*' Pardon me, my Lord; — ^RejeQ: 
your friendlhip* Heaven knows »with 
what anj^iety I have ftudied to deferve 
your pa[tr0nage. Your great mind, 
your luperior talents and experieiice, 
my Lord, rendered your approbation 
a- reward for every fervice ; but to that 
you have added fuch valuable favours, 
that gratitude, I hope, as much, at 
leaft^ as pride and admiration, hks 

bound 
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bound me to your lordlhip, by tits, 
indifibluble. Pardon me, then, if my 
fuTprife at — " 

" Come, come £Imer?-^no more of 
this ftrain, if you pleafe. I have taken 
my refolution, and my heart feels 
lighter already. Clofe thofe fhutters, 
and let down the curtain. There- 
bring yourfelf a chair to the firefide ; 
'tis a cold night. Come, fit you down 
*— draw nearer. You pafled Durand itr 
the anti-room ?** 

« I did, my Lord/* 

** It were as well, I think, to bolt 
that door." Elmer bolted the door, 
and took his feat again. A (hort filence 
enfued. The Earl meditated in^ what 
manner to open the communication he 
had refolved upon. At length, he 
obferved— *' How various, how oppo- 

fite 
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iite are the difpofitions, the purfuits 
and allotments, of that one fpecies of 
animals— Man. Refle£l, Elmer, for one 
moment, and bring to your imagina- 
tion, the gew*gaw Jhow^ the puppets, 
the dolls, we have feen to-night, at the 
Duchefs's ma(k. What a profuiion of 
luxuries an<| dainties to ftimulate the 
fpirits and the appetite. Liften to the 
gibes and merriment of the various 
groupes 4 hear the bride notes of muiic ; 
fee the light-hearted dancers moving in 
fantallic forms .^ Why, what a happy, 
joyful race of beings fee we here ! 

** Now take another fcene, which, 
beyond a doubt, was at that fame mo- 
ment exhibiting the fame ci'eature, 
Man, in another point of view. ^ How 
many pallid viftims of difeafe are, 
every moment, languiftiing on beds of 
ftraw, in rooflefs hovels, expofed to 
the dread horrors of poverty and pain 

combined. 
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combinecl ; without one ray of comfort 
to illume their future profpeft, or one 
whifper of fweet fympathy to beguile 
' the torturing hour! Suffering all the 
ill that nature can infli£l upon huma* 
nity, and wanting every artificial aid, 
which man may yield to man. Elmer, 
fuch fcenes are ever pafling on the fame 
great theatre in which we play our 
parts ! Contrail but thefe extremes in 
the allotments of Beings, fprung from 
one common origin, formed in one 
common mould, poflefling in common 
the fame paffions, faculties and feelings, 
and inevitably doomed to one common 
end;* then tell me, whether I am to 
deem the caufe of this diftin6tion a 
blefling or a curfe upon mankind. — 
Ought I to hail civilization as an angel's 
fcheme, or as a daemon's plot. The 
good that art produces is fimply juft 
fuch phantoms of felicity as thefe we 
have been gazing at to-night, while the 

evil,. 
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evil, of which fhe is the parent, is no- 
thing ihort of all the numerous pains 
and wants which mar the face of God's 
creation, and torment his creatures." 

The zeal with which the Earl uttered 
the latter part of his obfervations was 
confpicuqus in the glow which coloured 
his cheeks, and fparkled in his expref- 
five eyes. He fixed thofe eyes firmly 
on Elmer, fcrutinizing, as it were, the 
impreffion of the opinions which he had 
fo ftrongly expreffed. 

Elmer remained filent, 

** Perhaps," refumed Lord Latimore, 
" you, Elmer, are not prepared to affent 
to my conclufion." 

** In truth, my Lord, I am not. I 
own j myfelf the difciple of a different 
hypothefis ; and am a zealous advocate 
for the progrefs of civilization, and 
the fpread of knowledge." 

** I (hould marvel if you were not fo, 
VOL. I, H Elmer; 
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Elmer ; and, believe me, I have no itt- 
tention to attempt your convcrfion to 
my dodrine, which, however, I ftill 
adhere to, I have lived too long*~havc 
feen and thought, and felt too much, to 
waver in my principles at thi^ hour. 

** But you are young, and happy," 
<x>ntinued he, with a .figh. " Your 
heart ftill fofters dreams of virtuous 
joy, and moral pleafures. Phantoms 
of happinefs play before your imagina- 
tion ; and you revel in intelledlual de- 
lights. I know perfeftly the Rate of 
your mind. It was once, perhaps, my 
own, and though I have been led to 
fmile at the fancies I cheriflied ; though 
1 am induced to relinquilh, as imprac- 
ticable, thefchemcsof my youth; yet, 
Elmer, my heart, is not without its ob* 
jeft, nor does my reafon flcep inaftivc. 
I fink not from difappointment to 
apathy. Oh, no ; at this moment my 

pulfe 
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pnlfe quickens, my head whirls round 
at the thought of that objcft. It pro- 
duces an ardour of foul inexplicable by- 
words ; an ardour that invigorates in- 
ftead of confuming by its glow. Why 
do I longer delay to impart that objeft 
to my friend ? Liflen, then, Elmer, for 
the moment is come, when I am com- 
pelled to truft you with my foul V* 

** My Lord]'* exclaimed Elmer, with 



i amazement. 



** Yes, with my foul !" repeated the 
Earl. /* The foul which animates this 
trunk — the effence of the thing you call 
Lord Latimore, is a fpirit ; the oflF- 
fpring of an union you may deem ter- 
rible-— of ambition and revenge. The 
Simulating principle within me, call 
it by what name you will, was generated 
by ambition, asboundlefsaseverfwelled 
the human bread ; and by revenge, as 
H 2 keen 
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keen and ruthlefs as ever gnawed the 
human heart. , This fpirit is my ani- 
mation : if it fhall obtain the objedl 
which it is incefliintly purfuing, it 
will expire delighted in poffeffion of 
its prey, and ever-blazing glory {hall 
illume my honoured fepulchre ! But if 
it refts fliort of the viftorious grafp, 
only by the fpace of a hair's breadth, it 
will be annihilated by the foe it follows 
to annihilate ; and then, infufFerable 
torment is in the thought, foul imps of 
ignominy will fquat their loathfome 
foTmst)n my unbruifed bones, and heap 
eternal infamy on the remains of 
Latimor£ !'* 

As he fpoke, the very fpirit which he 
had perfonified, was difcoverable in his 
countenance. The force of his language 
was aided by correfponding geftures 
and aflions, and his whole appearance 
filled Elmer with a degree of horror 
which he had never felt before. The 
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The Earl, fcarcely Temembering that 
he was prefent, continued pouring forth 
the effufions of his foul. *^ But hence 
fuch horrors!" exclaimed he. ** Is 
not the glittering wreath of conqueft 
almoft, already here " lifting his hand 
to his forehead. ** Do I not hold this 
weapon ? — This other ? Do I not poffefs 
this powerful engine ?" Laying his 
hands on tht port folio, which contained 
his ftate papers. ** Have I not all the 
means, which human powerscan^grafp?" 
continued' he, then modulating his 
voice to a folemnity of utterance — 
^'^ And have I not the lofty evidences 
of the bright Heavens themfelves, that 
Latimore's is an illuftribus deftiny ! — 
Thou, Jupiter, afcended at my birth, 
and every other token in the firmament 
conjoined to promife gloy! The talif- 
man of animating hope, the affuring* 
voice of deftiny is this," drawing a pa- 
per from his bofom. ** Here, in uner- 
H 3 ring 
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ring lines, is chronicled the afpeft of 
thedeftinies which ruled my natal hour; 
from this I gather food for my ambi« 
tion, and ftrength for undertakings of 
vaft magnitude. Nor fhall one little 
fpeck of the malignant, in fuch a bright 
difplay of profperous prophecy, awe 
me from my purpofe. Yet is it a dingy 
fpot, and much too nigh to Jupiter, the 
ftarof my nativity !** 

Seating him felf once more by the fire- 
fide, near Elmer, he unfolded the paper 
which he had taken from his bofotii. It 
was his horofcope. He explained to 
him the figns,and made him acquainted, 
with the pofition of the planets, and the 
whole appearance of the Heavens at the 
hour of his birth. His eyes fparkled, as 
he pointed to the aftrological reprefen- 
tation of Jupiter, and he continued 
thus :— 

•^ On 
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*' On the 15th day of September, in 
llieyear 1757, at the moment when this 
mofft glorious ftar afcended, I was born 
the heir of an illuflrious name, and of 
a priifflcely fortune* My birth was hailed 
mthr joy, and my years of infancy and 
childhood were watched with the mofk 
anxious fendemefs and care. My bro- 
thers and. ray lifters, born at fubfequent 
periods, werefearcely con6dered as my 
equals in nature, and were kept at a ri- 
dtculoiis diftance from theiridol brother. . 

** The earlieft impreffion which my 
Hiind received, was the fenfe of my own 
fuperiorityvabove all I faw around me. 
Infinite pains were taken to ftore my 
youthful imagination with images of 
greatnefs and fublimity. The natural 
bias of my foul was in perfeft unifon 
with this difcipline ; and my father early 
perceived tokens of the fuccefs of his 
endeavours^ and the fulfilment of his 
H 4 ardent 
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ardent wiihes. Often would he place 
me on his knee, when I was yet a child, 
and laying his hand upon my head, ex- 
claim, " My noble fon, I fee already 
in thy face the full accompliflimcnt of 
my proud hopes. Thy brojthers . may. 
be noble men and great men, but 'thou 
wilt be the hero. They may be Gene- 
rals, but thou ihall find them armies to 
command, point out the quarter of the 
globe in which their fwords dall be 
unfheathed, and diftate when the mur- 
derous fteel fliall hide its blood-ftained 
point within the peaceful fcabbard. — 
They may rife to the higheft pofts of 
honour or emolument in the Statue or 
Church, but thou fhalt be the difpenfer 
of fuch gifts, which they and other 
fubjefts ftiall holdascourtefies oftTiee, 
my fon, whom power Ihall almoft 
deify." 

With fome fuch r^phfodies as thefe 

would 
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would he inflame my youthful fancy, 
and heap unneceflary fuel on a heart, 
by nature, blazing with ambition. 

** As I increafed in years my ruling 
pailion gathered ftrength : bu t in the fam e 
degree with my ambition alfo grew its 
neceflary concomitants, referve and 
cunning. Have you not fecn the puny 
bubbles which, ifluing at the fport of 
boys, from pieces of tobacco pipes, ex- 
pand to certain heights, there to expire 
in vapour. So have I feen fome twenty ' 
of my compeers with full enough of the 
afpiring quality within them to. raife 
them over the heads of common men, 
attaining juft fuch and fuch degrees of 
greatncfs, and then have funk again, 
through an unfitnefs of their fpirits to 
endure the change of region. . . 

** Not fo was it with me. From my 

father's precepts, and his experience, 

H 5 from 
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from clafe and ardent ftudy, I derived 
fuch knowledge of myfelf and of man- 
kind, as tempered without diminilhing 
my ambition. ^ 

" At nineteen years of age I travelled, 
and vifited the principal courts of Eu- 
rope. At twenty-one, I was appointed 

fecretary to the old Lord P , 

who was then Ambaflador at Vienna. 
This (ituation I held as a fort of initia- 
tion into the myfteries of politics, and 
as a neceffary introdu£lion to the path 
which I had refolved to tread. 

** Now lift en, Elmer, to an anecdote, 
fingular from its coincidence with that 
temper of mind which I have been de- 
fcribing to you. 

** Duringourrefidence at Vienna Lord 

P was in habits of intims^y with 

the Eunily of the venerable Count Rof* 

enbergh, 
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enbergh, one of the moft refpe6lable 

Nobles of the German Court. As the 

friend of the former, I was introdiieed 

to this family, and, under that title, I 

foon gained for myfelf fuch an efta- 

blifliment in the aflFeftionate regards of 

the old Count, his Countefs, and their 

lovely daughter, Julia, that I became, 

as it were^one of themfelves. Whenever 

relaxation from a feyere application to 

my employments peimitted, I was at 

the Count Rofenbergh's manfion. It 

was the refort of the firft people in 

Qcrmany, Men of letters and fcience^ 

xxativ^s^ and foreigners,, mingled con- 

ftantly at hi^ hofpitable tabl^^, and every 

evening was devoted either to the moft 

interefting and fcientific convcrkaziones^ 

or to delightful concerts of vocal and 

inftrumental mufic* The Gountefs was 

an Italian by birth i defcend^d by the 

paternal fide, from the thei iUuftripus 

bpufc of the De Medici, aK^i allied by 

n6 the 
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the matern;ll, to the firft Venetian fami- 
lies. Her (ifter was married to tlie 
Marquis Delia Zoretta, a nobleman of 
Bologna, at whofe palace the heir of the 
Rofenbergh family was at this period 
on a vifit. 

'* Some weeks had elapfed in an 
sigreeable tranquillity, when, on a fud-' 
den, I obfervedaforrowfulclunge inthe 
countenances and in the behaviour of this 
noble family. The Genrians are noto- 
rioufly the reverfe of communicative^^ 
and I could only conjeftUre the caufe 
of their melancholy. I remarked that 
their evident depreffion of fpirits hap- 
pened on the fame day that letters ar- 
rived from Bologna ; I, therefore, fup-"^ 
pofed that intelligence, of an unex- 
pefted and unplcafant nature, had been 
received from the Count's fon. I foon 
learned that my conjefture was well 
founded. 'Repairing one afternoon to 

the 
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the Count's, I was informed, that the 
family had that morning left Vienna 
for their country refidence, at the dif- 
tanCe of forty miles, and were not ex- 
pefled to return. 

** Ere I had recovered my furprife at 
fo fudden and early departure from the 
mctropoliis, for it was only the month of 
April, the Porter delivered me a letter 
from the Count. It expreffed fenti- 
ments of the mod flattering defcription, 
refpefting myfelf, and ftated that a do- 
meftic difappointment, fevere, as un- 
expefted, had fo much difordered his 
mind, that he felt it neceffary to retire 
to hiscaftle for fome time. ** Yet, La- 
timore," concluded the good old Count, 
" Yet, Latimore, though from the gaze 
of common minds, and from the croud 
of common beings, I am defirous of re- 
tiring within the circle of myfamily, I do 
not exclude you from that circle. If your 

engagements 
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engagements permit, and your inclitaa- 
tion prompts you to liften to the difap- 
pointment of my heart's long-cheriflied 
hopes (for I can talk on no other fub- 
jeft), come to Rofenbergh Caftle, and 
be welcome to fuch entertainment as we 
may be able to give you. If the prof- 
peft is too melancholy to invite you, 1 
ftiall figh at the lofs of your fociety » 
but I honour you too much to believe 
that your friendfhip will diffolve at the 
firft (hadow of a cloud o'er the hitherto 
too fplendid deftiny of 

ROSENBERGH." 

" After an arrangement with Lord 
P' I repaired immediately to Ro- 
fenbergh Caftie, with the defign of 
paflfing a week there ; inftead of which 
it became my re fi deuce for feveral 
months. Soon after my arrival there, 
the Count confided to me the caufe of 
his melancholy. Hi^ foo, Q£tavian,, 

had 
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had longcheri(hed a pafTion for the only 
child of the Marquis Delia Zoretta. — 
His parents not merely approved, they 
applauded his choice. It was a union 
congenial, in all rcfpefts, to the wifhes 
of the Count, and it was fo far fanfli- 
oned by the parents of Olivia, that they 
had declared, nothing would afford them 
fo high a gratification as to fee their 
daughter wedded to the heir of the 
Count Rofenbergh. All then that ap^ 
peered wanting to a confummation, fa 
devoutly wifhed, was the affent of the 
young lady herfelf. She had frequents 
}y made long vilits at Vienna, and at 
Rofenbergh Caftle. The mofl cordial 
friendfhip had fubfiRed between the 
two coufins from their childhood, and 
young 06lavian had never once per- 
mitted himfelfto doubt upon the quef- 
tion of his overtures being readily ac- 
cepted by Olivia, whenever the proper 
period arrived that he mi^ht make them. 

That 
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That period arrived, and upon that 
pleafing embaffy had 06lavian gone to 
the Zoretta Palace, at Bologna, when I 
became acquainted with his family. Poor 
Oftavian ! — He declared his long-con- 
cealed, and hope-fed paffion, and was re- 
jcded. The ingenuous Olivia, abhorring 
diffimulationandevafion, in unequivo- 
cal expreffions had affured the youth, (he 
did not feel for him that love, which, fhe 
was fure, was neceffary to' the happi- 
ilefs of the married ftate, and without 
which fhe was refolved never to become 
a' wife* The letters from Oftavian an- 
nouncing this event to the Rofenbergh 
family, were fo full of grief and difap- 
pointment, fuch piftures of wounded 
pride and difappointedpaflion, that the 
fond parents almoft funk beneath their 
apprehcnfions for his health and intel- 
Icfts. He had declared to them his in- 
tentions of returning, but earneftly en- 
treated that he might be permitted to 

meet 
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meet them at the cattle, as the " haunts 
of fociety would long be his averjion." It 
Uriis in compliance with this defire they 
had reitioVed fo fuddenly to the Cattle, 
where (hey daily expe^fted his arrival , ac- 
companied by the Lady Olivia, and her 
father and mother ; the Marquis having 
inlifted on the vifit, that his brother- 
in-law, the Count, might be affured of 
the coutinued cordiality of the two fa- 
miliesv notwithftandiiigth^ difconcert- 
ment of their long-formed projeft for 
its clofer union. 

** The evening previous to their 
arrival was an important one in the 
hiftory of my life. Mark, Elmer, in the 
progrefs of my tale, from what frivolous 
and infignificant incidents the moft im- 
portant confequences refult ! I have 
faid it was the month of ApriK I had 
taken a folitary ride, after an early din- 
ner, through the park, and round the 

Ikirts 
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ikirts of an adjacent wood, and had juil 
fufficknt daylight to find my road 
home. It grew dark as I approached 
the caftle, and my attention was di* 
refled, by fome lights in the wi^d(=>ws, 
toafmall tower detached frotapi the prin- 
cipal buildings, which I had not till 
then obferved. On entering the caftl^- 
I mentioned my difcovery to the Count, 
He fmiled, and obferved, that he fup* 
pofed old Julian was at his labours. I 
begged an explanation. — *' You are not 
ignorant," faid the County ** that a 
century or two back, one of the moft 
flourilhing fciences, in this part of Eu- 
rope, was Aftrology. Every noblettraa 
had his foothfayer, and many were 
themfelves ftudents, if not mafters, in 
the myfteries of the planets. You^ 
therefore, can fcarcely. vifit a caftle of 
any antiquity among us, that has npt 
its aftrological tower. The building 
you mention is of that defcription. Our 

caftle," 
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caftle," continued be, with an empha* 
fis, ** Our caille is more than two hun- 
dred years old, it has of courfe under- 
gone many alterations, but that tower 
remains, I believe, in it's original ftate 
at this hour« 

** My father was but a lukewarm dif- 
ciple of the Divining School, but his 
father, one of the moft celebrated of 
our anceftors, and as renowned a war- 
rior as ere blazoned the annals of hif- 
tory, was an entbufiaft in his devotions 
to the ftars. He never commenced an 
operation in the field, nor gave an opi- 
nion in the council, till he and his High 
Prieft, Julian, had confulted the pofi* 
tion of the planets." 

** Was Julian living then, my Lord, 
in the days of your grandfather ?*' faid I. 

** If he had he would be now above 

an 
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an hundred years old," replied he with 
a fmile. *' No, the prefent Julirah is 
the fon of him I have namied, and he is 
nearly feventy years old ? My father, 
who was not entirely free from the old' 
fuperftition, fettled an annuity upon^ 
him, and I fuflFer him to remain in the* 
uhdifturbed enjoyment of his ancient 
privileges, though he deems me a here- 
tic. Poor old Julian f — He told' me 
but this morning, with a moft folemn 
fhaking of the head, th^t I never con- 
defcended to vifit the tower; ** And 
yet," faid he, " Strange and awful con- 
junftions, at this moment, are about to 
take place. Some cloud lowers over 
this honoured manfion. Ah, my young 
Lord Oflavian, had you but been born 
one hour later" — and then again the old 
man fliook his bead. 

You excite my curiofity, faid I to 
the Count. Would it be profane to 
vifit old Julian and his tower ? 
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*' Oh no, you would delight him : — 
but remember his age, my friend, and 
pray don't laugh at him." 

We repaired to the Aftrological 
Tower. It was fituated moft conveni- 
ently for the purpofe of aftronomical 
obfervations, on an eminence, and com- 
manded a complete and uninterrupted 
view of the horizon. The lower part 
was limply a dwelling, but the upper 
ftories confilled of rooms, moft curi- 
oufly fitted up for the labours of Af- 
trologers. Telefcopes, globes, com- 
pares and quadrants, of all fizes, were 
fcattered in various places ; huge folios 
^were ranged around, and various fcroUs 
of parchment were carefully piled up 
and labelled. Old Julian, delighted 
^ith the vifit, bowed his grey head, 
moft reverently, to the earth, and with 
much folemnity^ condufted us through 
the rooms. At laft we gained the thrice 

hallowed 



hallowed fpot, where the old man pur- 
fued his (ludies. I cannot well defcirbe 
my feelings at the fcene. Nothing like the 
ridicule which the Count had deprecated 
did I feel, neither was it reverence, but 
fomething more allied to cowardice or 
fear. In a half circle flood fevencoloflal 
figures; formed of (hining brafs, with 
crowns on their heads, and ficeptres in 
their hands. On the head of each fhone 
illuminated ftars, of different degrees of 
lufire. The room received no otlier 
light than what iiTued from thefe flars^" 

** Thefe images/* faid old Julian, 
" reprefent the heavenly planets that 
rale our earth, and us. He, farthefl 
from you, with cold and melancholy 
afpe3, and wrinkled front, is Saturn. 
He, oppofite, in afmour, whofe ftar 
emits red-coloured light, is Mars.— 
Neither of thefe bring good to us inha- 
bitants of earth," 

Next 
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Next ftood Venus, reprefcnted by 
a lovely woman's form, and on her 
head a ftar ftiohe with a bright foft 
luftre. Mercury, with wings, ftood 
on the left, and oppofite were placed 
the Sun and Moon. But Elmer, in the 
•center flood illuftrious Jupiter. The 
bright cffulgetlee of his ftar I think I 
ftill behold^ it fliot quite through my 
iieart, and I ftarted as the old man 
pointed my obfervation towards it. - 
" Ah, that would have been his,'* faid 
he, had our Oflavian been born one 
hour later ; that joyous ftar would have 
been his. Oh^ my gracious Lord,*' 
continued the old man, " had Jupiter 
been his ; fee here — ^now near at hand, 
a wonderful conjunftionof that glorious 
ftar. Look, look, fnj Lord, how near^ — 
how near he wa^ of falling into a deftiny 
more glorious than his great anceftor, 
yourhonoured grandfather." Ashe fpoke 
he drew the Count towards a black tabk^ 

on 



192 SPLENDID MISERY. 

on which was defcribed in chalk, the 
horofcope of young Oftavian. I caft 
my eye on it, and ftarted with furprife. 
** I did not know till now," exclaimed 
I, " that 06lavian, of Rofenbergh, and 
I, were bom on the fame day/' Old 
Julian ftarted in his turn, and ftood 
with open mouth, fixed ^y^^^ and 
clenched hands, trembling before mc. 
** You — ^you — you" — ftammered out 
the old man, *' and were you bom on 
the 13th of September, 1757 ; at what 
hour — fay at what hour ? I pray you, 
forgive my rudenefs, but, I befeech 
you, fay what hour." 

*' In my watch-cafe I wore a piece of 
fatin, on which my molther had cut, 
with her fciffars, the day and hour of 
my birth. I valued it, and wore it 
for her fake. I drew my watch, and 
(hewed the cafe to the old man. He 
gazed at it a moment, and then letting 

it 
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ie fall from his hands, exclaimed-— 
•• The very hour— the very hour !" and 
funk on his knees at my feet. ** Noble, 
high-born youth," continued he, " for 
fuch I am fure thou art ; favoured of 
fate ; a fplendid, fplendid deftiny, in- 
deed^ is thine, if thou can'ft overcome 
one fmall malignant fpeck, diminutive 
almoft as nothing. Oh try ; be pati« 
ent as thou art magnanimous, and fhine 
illuftrious among mankind. Reverfc 
that condu£l, and become a Living 
Monument of Splendid Mijery.'^ 

At the repetition of thefe words. 
Lord Latimore's courage for a moment 
failed him. He caught hold of Elmer's 
arm, and a chill dew came o'er his 
frame. 

** You are ill, my Lord/' cried 
Elmer. 

" No-— no — Elmer ; no, my friend, 
VOL. I. I no 
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no, but I muftconfefs toyou, that>the 
found of that fentence, even ffom my, 
own lips,' almolt palfies my foul. — 
What then mull I have felt to-night, 
when I heard them from the mouth of 
that tormentor, the AJlrologer^ who is 
the exa6l refemblance, and wears the 
very garb of old Julian, who has been 
dead thefe many years ? Elmer, is'n't 
it enough to make a 7nan tremble ? It 
does alarm me — ^I own it. It haunted 
me at Paris, Naples, Florence, and it 
has purfued me here. I have (hunned 
it like a coward, but the moment is ar- 
rived when I muft encounter it. Help 
me, then, Elmer, in this emergency, 
and be my friend for ever. To-morrow, 
as early as you will, come to me, and 
I will refumemy flory. Leave me now, 
fori find myfelf too agitated to pro- 
ceed; I do r\ot even fay he Jilent, — to 
you it is unneceffary. To your reft, 
tny friend, for you can fleep. Go, go 
to refl. CHAP, IX. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A Rival. 



A, 



I.T the next interview with his 
fccretary, the Earl thus refumed his 
ftory :— 

** To a mind naturally ambitious, 
Elmer, fuch an adventure as that which 
I related to you laft night, could not 
be indiBFerent. The old Aftrologer 
continued a long harangue, to which 
I was unable to attend. My foul was 
fo totally abforbed by the contempla* 
tion of the glorious deftiny thus confi- 
dently promifed me, that I felt as it 
were the viftim of fome magic fpell, 
whofe, potent influence had benumbed 
my faculties, rendering me infcnfate to - 
I 2 every 



3g6 SPLENDID MISERY. 

every other imprei&on, and blind to 
every other obje£l. 

" At length the Count and 1 todk 
our leave of old Julian, and returned 
to the caftle. My thoughts, however, 
flill lingered with my heart in tht as* 
trological tower» 

'* I retired early to my chamber^ 
Memory awakened by the Angular ac- 
cident of the evening, there exhibited 
in frefh and glowing colours, the daz« 
zling heights of power and of fplen- 
dour, which in my boyifli days my fa- 
ther had indelibly engraven on my 
mind ; — ^and to the fublime afcent of 
which my fpirit unceaiingly and un- 
weariedly afpired. 

** I had long felt confciOus of fupc- 
rior powers; and that conviSion alone 
had hitherto given wings to my ambi- 
tion. 
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tioa. But now, a new, a ftronger in- 
(piration aided me in my daring flight, 
with full aOurance of furcefs, enduing 
me with energies of mind, that feemed 
to foar beyond the limited expanfion 
of mere mortal powers. 

*^ At times, inited, a momentary 
doubt obtruded. What folly exclaimed 
I, to permit a dotard ftar-gazer thus to 
play upon me ? Fool that I am to be 
cheated with th« coinages of an old 
man's fancy, and finkmyfclf to a level 
with credulous village girls, who run 
to gipfy oracles and pay their .pence 
tq have their fortunes told ? 

" Again thefe thoughts receded, like 
jaundiced prejudice before the health- 
ful beams of truth, when I confidered 
that ihe old man had drawn my horo- 
fcope within an hour of my birth, when 
between him and me the billows of a 
I 3 vaft 
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vaft ocean rolled ; and when he could 
not poffibly have conjeftured that any 
one among the millions of beings, to 
whom that mcJment's deftiny belonged, 
would everftand before him to claim 
the copy, which he drew as theirs. 

** Still lefs could he have anticipated, 
that there ihould come one whole ge- 
ftius would be in unifon with fuch a 
deftiny, and whofe wealth would ena- 
ble him to reward the oracle who re- 
vealed it* 

** Thefj^ reflexions drfpclled all 
doubts relative to the genuinenefs of 
this title-deed to Splendid Fortttne, Ju- 
lian could have had no purpofe what- 
ever to ferve by an impoflure; nay 
the very train of accidents and events 
that had brought us to a knowledge of 
each other, and after that had led to 
the particular difclofure of my natal 

hour 
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hour,, were confirmations of as ftrong 
a nature as mortal fenfes were capa- 
ble of receiving.. 

'* And after all, faid I to myfelf, — 
What am I called upon to believe ? 
That Defliny will crown my purfuit of 
glory with fuccefs ! Even admit then, 
that this affurance is mere fancy — ^grant 
that the evidence of the liars means 
nothing; dill Latimore is not deluded, 
is not led aftray. I am not beckoned 
from the path I travel. The voice to 
which I liften creates no new expe6l- 
ancy. The influence of the faith that 
I embrace, is but the confirmation of 
the hopes which I already follow. 

'^ Such was the reafoning that con- 
verted mc to the faith to which I have 
ever fince adhered. Yes — ftart not, 
^ Elmer, you view before you a confirmed 
difciple of the Doftrine of the Fates. 
I 4 From 
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From that night to the exifting moment 
I have never wavered from that per* 
luafion. It is the nurfe of every plan 
I form in thought, and the fource of all 
the warm and potent energies with 
which I aCl, 

** Thu5 much of what has pafied^ 
everi in my mind, was neceflary to be 
difclofed — ^further I ffiall not take up 
your attention. I, therefore, omit the 
frequent interviews and long contro- 
verfies which I had with Julian, and 
pafs on to a feries of fingular and im« 
portant events, which beginning at 
this period at theCadleof Rofenbergh, 
has continued to the very date of yet 
ternight, when that abhorred phantom, 
or ghoft, or devil, for human being I 
think it cannot be, affuming the refem- 
blance of old Julian, founded thofe 
words of horror in my ears, which but 
to recolle6l petrifies my blood, and 
freezes almoft the very fource of life 
itfelf/- A 
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A death- like palenefs fpread o'er his 
countenance as he fpoke, and he tremb- 
led. After a few moments' paufe, with 
an eflFort that once m^re brought the 
colour of life to his cheek, he appeared 
to have fubdued an internal enemy. 
He arofe, and with a majeftic air — 
" Elmer, my friend, Elmer, my bro- 
ther," faid he, ** help me to deftroy 
this one noxious weed that intercepts 
my progrefs, and the reft of our path 
will be pleafure and glory. But oh till 
it is done, till it's poifonous roots are 
twilled from the earth to which they 
cling — ^E^mer, till then, I am miferable, 
1 am expofed — to— to. — Yet, what 
need of this preface. You will do i/, 
Elmer, you will do it. I fay, my dear 
fricndy you will exterminate the caufe of 
my mifery !" 

The appearance and behaviour of the 

Eari during this fpeech, created the 

I 5 moft 
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moll horrible ideas in the mind of El- 
mer. His brain became feverifli with 
the rapid fucceflSon of thoughts, that 
fwift and painful as eleftric fire, ihocked 
his imagination. A convi£lion of the 
dreadful intentions of this wretched, 
nobleman at once ftruck hi^ foul- 

«« My — my Lord, my honoured 
Mafter, my Patron and Benefaftor— - 
what dreadful mala-dy has feized your 
noble mind. You fpeak of mifery, a& 
if—" 

** As t/—2is if,"" interrupted the Earl, 
then fmiting hisbreaft — *' O-oh God,'*^ 
ejaculated he, in tones of deepeft anguifh . 
Then raifing his voice, as in anger, 
*' But hear me, Sir, liften to the fequel 
of my tale, for deftiny has faid, that 
you fhall know it, and then apply your 
emollient a% ifs, then put on your 
fmiles, and cry, ** as if Lord Latimore 

could 
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could be tniferable." Anfvirer me, Sir, 
Can a man be happy who has flied 
blood — ^humah blood? Can he ever 
efcape from tormenting mifery, be his 
ftate a» dignified as the higheft among 
mortals; be his wealth ample as that of 
Emperors, or his foul ambitious as — 
my own;" 

** What poffible caufe can my Lord 
have for fuch refleftions," faid Elmer, 
ftifling his fenfations." 

** In a few words, Elmer, learn the 
hiftory of many years, for I perceive I. 
cannot dwell on the'detaih 

" I think I told you that Oaavian 
Rofenbergh, and flie, who had refufed 
his proffered vows, were expefted al 
the Caftle. Well, they came, and with 
them the Marquis and* Marchit^nefs 
Delia Zoretta. They were proud per^ 
I 6 fons^ 



204 SPLENDID MISERY. 

foils, efpecialljr the Marquis. They 
doated on their daughter, who, indeed, 
was worthy of their adoration, for flic 
was a rare fpecimenof furpafiing beauty. 
Not a pretty decorated toy — ^not a liv- 
ing doll — no, no, but a woman of 
majeftic form and countenance, yet not 
mafculinenor haughty. Female grace 
foftencd the intelligent expreffion of 
her face, and to gaze upon her was to 
imbibe at once delight and admiration. 
When fliefmiled,you weretranfported ; 
when {he moved, your eye followed 
her graceful form and attitude with 
rapture ; but when Ihe fpoke — oh your 
heart cannot know a joy equal to the 
converfation of Olivia. Noble fenti- 
ments, humane feelings, judicious opi- 
nions, expreifed in language the moil 
poliflied, and at the fame time uhaf- 
fe^ed, delivered with a grace txa&ly 
adapted to the fubjeCl, now fparUing 
with brilliancy, now glowing with ani# 

mation. 
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mation, now melting with pathofr-«- 
fuch, fttch was the converfatioa oi 
Olivia. Say, my friend, was flie not 
worthy the heart of a Latimore ? Was 
it weaknefs, even in me, to fall by the 
force of fuch charms ? I did fall. A 
week — a fingle week, fpent in the foci- 
ety of Olivia, did more towards foften* 
ing this heart of mine, than the united 
power of every beauty I had feen before. 
I muft be brief. Suffice it then to tcU 
you, Sir, that perceiving 0£lavian 
Rofenbergh was without a ray of hope» 
after a lapfeof time, facrificed to pro* 
priety, I formally furrendered. Yes, 
Elmer, I bent my felf before this woman, 
and-— was repulfed ; unequivocally^ 
unhefitatingly reje£led! Your own 
thoughts may tell you how I felt the 
infult ! Her father, her uncle, her re* 
lationsin Italy, the very higheft in rank 
among herconne6lions, proud Princes 
as they were, deemed themfilves 

honoured 



206 sftiUDiD "Misery. 

hondured by the offer of an alliance 
with one whofe influence, rank, talents 
and fortune, promifed him the moil 
elevated point of diftin6tion attainable 
in the firft countiy in the world* 

** 06lavian Rofcnhergh looked me 
in the face after my difgraceful repulfe, 
and, as I fancied, feemed to fay^ — 
" Ah, you and I are to he pitied r Dcgra^ 
dation was in the mere idea, and I 
ftamped my feet in rage at the fuppo* 
fition of being placed upon a level with 
any man. I- hated him ever after* 

^* But attend — he, this Oftavian, was 
an unfuccefsful rival, and though it 
goaded me to the very foul to be doffed 
with him, or anyone, yet I felt- no- 
thing like malice againfl: the man ; it 
was an affront rather than^ an ofipence, 
of which I imagined him guilty. But 
had he been a fuccefsful rival — Hov^ 

fay 
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fay you then, Elmer ?" — *^ Why it 
might, perhaps, have fared as ill with 
him as with the accurfed." — '* Hold, 
hold— I lojffe myfelf." 

Placing his hand upon his forehead, 
the Earl walked feveral times acrofs the 
room in a fort of troubled filence, which 
Elmer did not venture to interrupt. — 
At length, heaving a deep figh, he funk 
into his chair, and drawing a miniature 
from his bofom, he waved his hand — 
'V Leave me, leave me, my friend. 
This weaknefs mull not have a witnefs. 
And yet, come back. I muft difcover 
traits ftill more humiliating than is this. 
Come hither, Elmer, take that minia- 
ture; look at it. Does it correfpond 
with that portrait which I have been 
defcribing ? It is a refemblance of 
Olivia." 

** It is, unqueftionably, my Lord, 

the 



$08 S^LENDIO^ MUERY. 

the reprefenution of a ooble^ and « 
graceful beauty/' 

'* Yet is it much iuferior to the ori» 
ginal." 

Elmer Ilill held the portrait. 

•* I have been thinking, my Lord, 
that fome where I have feen a face, not 
an exaCl refembiance, but (till very lij^e 
to this." 

•* It muft have been abroad then," 
faid Lord Latimore. ** It is not the 
complexion of an Engliifa beauty/' 

** True, my Lord, but there is a 
fimilarity of feature and exprefiion — 
the eye and mouth efpecially. Oh, I 
remember— Mifs Melville, my Lord^ 
certainly refcmblcs" 

^J Was this a lludied infult, Sir,'* 

exclaimed 
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eit claimed the Earl^ riling from bis 
chair, and knitting his brow at the 
aftoniihed Secretary. Elmer ftood 
filent. Lord Latimore, recoUefting 
himfelf, held out his hand to him. — 
" Your pardon, your pardon. I am 
to blame. I remember now, that you 
are unacquainted with an anecdote, in 
which that girl is fingularly conne&ed, 
and which has made the very mention 
of her painful to me. She has obtained^ 
by a ftrange coincidence of circum- 
{lances, a knowledge of my mifery. Z 
am uneafy that fhe poffeffes fuch a fe» 
cret ; and, among other things, Elmer, 
we muft contrive the means of quieting 
my apprehenfions on this fubjefl — but 
of herh.reafter. Time hurries on, and 
hitherto we have been merely telling 
ftories. We fhould be now in a£lion ; 
for v/e have much, very much to ao- 
compliffi, and obftacles of no common 
magnitude to batter down. I hate this 

office 
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office of confeffion. I ffiudder at the 
fcencs it brings to memory ;. yet it is 
heceffary that you (hould know all the 
pajly ere you can co-operate in my de.. 
figns upon the future. 

" I have faidi wasrefufed — rejefted. 
How do you imagine I afted lipon this. 
Sir? The repulfe but urged my refolu- 
tion to obtain her. 1 fwore an oath fhe 
Ihould be mine, and fat me down ^o 
plan a regular and fyftematic fiege. I 
followed her from Rofenbergh back to 
her native Bologna, and pafied fpme 
months, by fpecial invitation, at the 
Zoretta Palace. 

** It was long ere I cpuld afccrtain 
that fhe had any preference for another, 
and in the repeated interviews I held 
with her, I urged my fuit with una- 
bating ardour, but ever in vain. My 
country — my religion, Ihe owned, were 

no 
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no obftacles to her choice of a hufband, 
if thefe points were given up by her pa- 
rents : a conceffion to which, in my fa- 
votir, they had previoufly agreed. The 
Pope, to whom I had written on the 
occafion, had favoured me with a mofl 
flattering anfwer. Thus it appeared) 
that nothing interfered in the road to 
conqueft but the fimple will of her 
whom I purfued. Months thus rolled 
on, in doubt, until one memorable day, 
when 'as I was alone, reading in the 
library, Olivia opened the door ab- 
ruptly, and with eager confufion in her 
countenance, ruflied into the room; 
paffed me, without obferving me, and 
ran to the table at the end of the library, 
upon which lay ^^ Miltoh*s Paradife 
Loft," in Englifli, which a few minutes 
before I had by accident opened. As 
her eye caught the book, (he ejaculated 
an expreflion of delight, took it in her 
hands, and opening it, preffed her lips 

to 
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to a name written on tl^e title page ; a 
name which I never can repeat without a 
tremour. That name Was "Mortimer." 
There was a door at the end of the li* 
brary which opened into the Iawn» 
through which Ihe vanifhed from my 
fight» without having once turned het 
head to the witnef^ of fo intereflJng a 
(cene. In a moment convi£lion fetsed 
me. Mortimer was an EngUfli name ; 
the book was an Engliih book« Ott 
England frequently Olivia h^id converfei 
with^pkafure : fhe was even learning the 
Englifh language. Could I then doubt ? 
No, no, no. But who was Mortimer ? 
It was a family name, and it was alfo a 
baptifmal name. Here was an objef)^ 
to be difcovered. My heart, that had 
begun to feel a languor,, now became 
new ftrung, and beat with renovated^ 
ftrength. A rival!— a rival, to Lati- 
more ! And preferred to him ! It was 
enough. Hitherto no impediment to 

any 
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^my wifli 1 had formed had ever rifen. 
My fpirit took alarm, and all the ener* 
gies of my mind were once again in ac- 
tion. I had thrown away the book I 
had been reading, and was pacing the 
library, in a (late of agitation not to be 
defcribed, when at that critical moment 
a fervant announced to me the arrival 
of old Julian, the Aftrologer, of Ro- 
fenbergh. Show him here infiantly, 
exclaimed I to the fervant. — ^Julian 
came to me. Father, faid I, you 
come moft opportunely ; be the ob- 
je£l of your journey what it may, I 
rejoice at it. 

" The old man bowed his grey head ; 
he looked upon me with a fort of ten- 
der forrow in his countenance, but 
fpoke not. 

*' I entreated him to be feated, and 
encouraged him by every expreflioifor 

regard 
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regard and efteem. At length the old 
man ihed tears, and his grief found ut- 
terance. It appeared, that the orphan 
fon of a deceafed brother, who had been 
almoft the only obje6); of the old man's 
cares and afFeftions, was recently dead, 
at Bologna. He had been a youth of 
much prbmife, he faid, and had died 
in the fervice of an Engliih family, who 
refided in Bologna. 

*' An Englifh family ! interrupted I* 
What is the name of that family ?'* 

- ^* They are Nobles," replied Julian. 
*' The head of their houfe is called the 
Duke of Derrington, but he is in Eng- 
land with his eldeft fon/' 

" I know — I know, faid I; the 
Duchefs is here with her two infant 
daughters, and her accompliflied fon, 
Lord William. He is my particular 

friend, 
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friend, and one of the moil fenfible and 
beft informed young men of his age ; 
for he is fcarcely eighteen." 

*' A wonder, my Lord, truly a won- 
der," faid old Julian, " but, doubtlefs, 
much is to be attributed to the excel* 
lence of his tutor and friend. I hav6 
never feen two men, fo young, fogood 
and fo accomplifhed as Lord William 
and Mortimer Sidney." 

*' Mor — ti — ^mer Sidney, echoed I! 
i5id you fay Mortimer ? Julian faw in- 
ftantly the intereft he had aroufed, and 
I declared to him the caufe of it/ 

** Thus having difcovered who tms 
Mortimer was, I afked old Julian an 
hundred other queftions refpefting him, 
and at lafl this one. Is it your opinion, 
that with the fair fex, this man, I mean 
his manners, his perfon, his addrefs, 

would 
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would be preferred to fuch as I am P'*-— 
Julian frankly anfwered" — 

•* Oh yes, unqueftionably, by the 
generality of women, he would be pre- 
ferred an hundred degrees above you, 
thy Lord. Have I not often told your 
Lordfhip, that ip love affairs you would 
be unfuccefsfixl. I know it from the 
afpe6l of the Heavens at your birth.—* 
Oh, do not let your noble foul defcend 
to trifling gallantries. You can never 
be a favourite with women: the ftars 
have othcrwifc ordained for you." 

" I will not then believe the ftars, 
old^man, faidl." 

•* And yet," replied he, " recoiled, 
my Lord, they promife you a far more 
glorious deftiny. Let your own heart 
bealked — whether the gifts of talents, 
fortune, and power fuperior to all other 

your 
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your fellow fubjefts, are not a rccom- 
penfe for the denial of the ihort-Iived 
favours of capricious beauty/' 

" The liars are oracles, and I wiU 
believe them, faid 1. But ftill, good 
father, it is a part of my ambition to 
obtain this woman. She is worthy of 
my purfuit, and the contemptuous in- 
difference which (he has expreffed for 
every fuitor, renders xnyfuccefs a tri- 
umph, worthy to be ranked among the 
fplendid deftiniesof Latimore." 

" Of whomfpeaks your Lordfliip,*' 
faid Julian. 

-" Of Olivia— of the Heirefs of the 
Marquis Delia Zoretta, faid I.'' 

** She never will be yours," folcmnly 
pronounced old Julian. " Here, view 
old Julis^n, my noble, noble Lord ; here 

vou. I. K fee 
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fee my old grey hair fweep your loved 
feet;" and he knelt on the floor. I 
attempted to raife him from the humi- 
liating pofture in vain. '' Hear me," 
continued he, in a tone of folemnity ; 
•' Olivia's deftiny ha« been my conftant 
ftudy ever fince I learnt how dear (he 
was to my young Lord <!)6lavian. It is 
a dark and melancholy fate. I would 
not {he (hould know it, but at the mo- 
ment of her birth, the moft myftef ious 
and gloomy figns, that the book of the 
high Heavens ever difclofed to mortal 
eyes, werevifible. Conjunftions then 
were forming, which plainly told Olivia 
will be a forrowful fojoumer on the 
earth ; and though the progrefs of her 
early years feems a contradiClion to thi& 
prophecy, I do not dare difcredit the 
evidence above. On my knees, then, 
I implore your Lordfhip, feek not an 
alliance with ill fate. Remember, oh, 
unceafingly remember, there was one 

Uttle 
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little fpeck of the malignant in your 
own bright page of dcfliny ; and I fore- 
warn you now, as from an infpiration 
irrefiftible, I forewarn you, that the 
mifchief threatened lies near Olivia. — 
Oh, then, Ihun her.'* Here the old 
man ceafed. 

•* I will not enter into a defcription 
of my feelings, as he fpoke. I found 
by the bare idea of relinquilhing her, 
for the firft time I found, that . I had 
fuflFered my preference to grow into a 
paffion. I loved her for herfelf, inde- 
pendently of that gratification which a 
ftill ftronger paflion, my ambition, 
fought. Another tide of thought now, 
alfo, burft upon me ; and, for the firft 
time, with force. I perceived that the 
period was gone by, when I could have 
ihaken off the fhackles of that impref- 
fion, which the revelation of my deftiny 
had forged for my underftanding. The 
K 2 ftrongeft 
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flrongeft efiFort of my mind, to break 
this chain, was infantile imbecility com- 
pared with the»ftrong rivets of my faith. 
I found that it is as eafy an under- 
taking to change the operations and 
oeconomies of nature, as to releafe the 
head from prejudices, whilft the h^rt, 
and all its warm efFulions, the very 
currents of vitality, are replenifhed by 
thefe vtry prejudices. And it was thus 
with me — ^it is fo ftill. My heart is fo 
invigorated by the hopes my mind be- 
lieved in, that when my hopes (hall fly, 
my heart will ceafe to beat. 

** §0 much did I revere the aged Ju=. 
Han, that I attempted every means of 
calming an anxiety, which I faw trou- 
bled him feverely. In part I fucceed- 
cd. I then enquired, why he conneded 
the little of the malignant in my hord- 
fcope with my love for Olivia ? He anf- 
wered me thus.'* 

*' Bom 
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** Born to the highefl; rank ; the fon 
of a minifter of (late, whofe influence 
is known throughout all Europe; there 
can be little impediment in your pro- 
grefs to power, dignities and wealth,— 
1 cannot, therefore, fuppofe that your 
ambition, which is your ruling paffion, 
will leadyou into evil, fince asfplendid 
an elevation as you can hope for, is 
almoft already in your pofleflion — ^at 
leaft, the fteps to it are made fo eafy of 
afcent, that without deviating, in the 
fmallell degree, fronvi%he path of refti- 
tude, you certainly may attain it : and 
without guilt you never will know 
mifery," 

" How am I to underftand you, Ju- 
lian^ faid I. Is there, or is there not, 
fufficient authcnticit)^ in the oracles 
you confult ? M^y we, or may we not, 
not« place a dependence upon their 
promifes ?" 

K 3 •* 'Twere 
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** 'Twere impiety in thofe, who 
truly underftand them/' faid he, " to 
doubt." 

•* Have you not then told me, how 
fplendid a deftiny is mine ? Why then 
feel thus anxious about trifles ? He 
replied :" — 

•* Deareft Lord Latimore, pardon 
my freedom, but you are, as it were, 
my fon in fcience. I^ have infpiredyou 
with a new faiths and I feel that I am 
refponfible for its efFefts. Let me, 
then, conjure you to guard againft a 
very alarming error, into which, I per- 
ceive, you have fallen. I promifed 
you a fplendid deftiny 'tis true, but I 
did not affure you of happinefs. That 
would have been an abfurdity. The 
Fates have nothing to do with that ; it 
is a ftrufture we muft build for our- 
felves. I fee, by the poiition of the 

planets. 
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planets, whether a fpirit, ftarting into 
exiflence as a human being, will be 
grovelling or afplring. I fee too, whe- 
ther circumftances will fall out in con- 
tradiftion, or coincidence with its pro- 
penfitiesand qualiticws; and, from the 
whole view of the Heavens, I promifc 
fo much of the future as depends on 
Fate ; but neither happinefs nor mifery 
are works of Fate ; becaufe, neither the 
one nor the other are confined to, or 
depend upon the lot, circumftance, or 
fituation of a man. Every day difclofes 
to the obferving mind happinefs among 
the pooreft of our brethren, and mi- 
fery in company with wealth and 
fpiendour/' 

** I grew out of humour with the old 
man, as he continued preaching, and 
interrupted him — ^Why all this morali- 
zing, Julian. Do you fufpeft me of 
any bad intention ?" *• No, no, my 
K 4 • Lord— 
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Lord — not at prefent/' faid he, " but 
you arc purfuing an objeft which you 
cannot obtain without guilt," *' Ex- 
plain, Sir," faid I, rather angrily/'— 
" Olivia loves another," faid he.— 
" She never will be yours, my Lord, 
but through force ; and if you have re* 
courfe to that, cither by a marriage 
through the intereft of her parents, or 
by (till more criminal means, in either 
cafe, flatter not yourfclf with the pro- 
mife of happinefs ; for though, dbubt- 
lefs. Fate has ordained you (hall inhe- 
rit and increafc the fplcndour of your 
father^s name for wealth, and power, 
yet, I charge you, keep the talifman of 
innocence at your breaft, or however 
elevated above the reft of mankind, the 
objeft of envy, of flattery, and adora- 
tion, (hall (igh to himfelf — I am but a 
living Monument of Splendid Mifery /" 

The Earl trembled as he uttered thefe 

words ; 
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words ; his lips grew pale, and throw- 
injg himfelf backward in his chair, El- 
mer thoughrhe was fainting. 

" Shall I call help/' faid he. 

" Madman — ^Wouldyoubetrriymc/' 
exclaimed the Earl, recovered by the 
queflion* " What help can you call ? 
Have you a voice that can awake the 
dead? Or^ have you an antidote for 
horrid recolleftions ; if not you can 
bring me no help ?" 

A tear feemed to relieve him. He 
left his feat, and walking once or twict 
round the room, as before, feemed 
rallying his fpirits to an effort ; and, at 
length, taking Elmer by the hand, and 
. looking earneftly in his face — ^* Now, 
young man, a few words more will dif- 
clofe, to you, a fecret — a dreadful fe- 
cret; and, mark me well, if ever it 
K 5 efcape 
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efcape your lips, nay, Sir, if a guefs at 
it can be framed from your behaviour, 
nay, your looks, a vengeance will be 
poured upon you, fevere as mortal 
power can infli3 ; a punifiiment com- 
pared to which, death — tortures, are 
enjoyments. Now, learn, that though 
I laughed in my fleeve at this jun£lion 
^f the moral ifi and aflrologer, in old 
Juliap, every fyllable he uttered was 
truth. At that time, however, I 4e- 
fpifed it^ and determined to purfue 
Qlivia." 

•• The bufinefs which hatd brought 
Julian to Bologna detained him there 
feveral wev ks; in the courfe of which 
he frequently took occafion to fpeak 
to me on the fubjc6l of Olivia. He 
pleaded, and even threatened^ but in 
vain — -my refolve was fixed. 

'' Lord William Derrlngtou vifited at 

the 
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the Zoretta Palace. I embraced the 
earlicft opportunity of gleaning from 
him the hillory of this Mortiprier. I 
learned that he was deemed a perfe£t 
Mentor by the Derringtons, and that 
they had flattered the man into hopes 
of his arriving at the Wool fa ck through 
their patronage. At length I faw this 
Mortimer, converfed with him, and by 
a little artifice, 1 difcovered the moil, 
convincing, proofs of his afpiring pat 
fion for Olivia. I fought an early op- 
portunity of hinting my difcovcry to 
Olivia hc-rfelf. She feigned the utmoft- 
aftonithment, pretended to feel the in- 
iinuation^as an. infult, acknowledged 
that (he refpefilvid Mr. Sydney for his 
talents and his virtues, fpoke warmly. 
in praife of Lord Derrington's difcern- 
ing friendfliip for fo excellent a man, 
but treated the fuggeftion of any ten- 
der partiality with the moft • fovereiga 
contempt, 

K6 This 
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This flimfy veil did not, however, 
fcreen the truth from me. I faw by 
her countenance the joy (he felt when- 
ever Lord William propofed a vifit to 
his mother's, or a party to ride, walk, 
fail, or for any other fpecies of amufe- 
ment ; fince on fuch occafions his 
minion, his Mortimer, was never ab- 
fent. Nay, fir, the fycophant had fo 
far infinuated himfelf into the favour 
of the Marquis and Marchionefs Delia 
Zoretta, that notwithftanding their cha- 
rafteriftic pride, the Chevalier Sydney 
had a general invitation to their palace. 

I next communicated my fufptcions 
of this attachment to Lord William, 
and pointed out the infamy that would 
attach to his own chara6ler, if through 
the means of his introduSion, the con- 
fequence of ridiculous ambftion on the 
part of Sydney, or of blind aflPeSion on 
that of Olivia, Ihouid be either the 

marriage 
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marriagoi or fedu£lion of the fole heir- 
efs of the Zoretta name. 

" Lord William turned pale at my 
addrefs, and feemed to be overcome with 
furprife. He exclaimed it was impof- 
fible — ^yet pledged himfelf iniiantly to 
probe the heart of Mortimer to the bot- 
tom, and fwore that, if he found my 
apprehenfions juft, nothing Abort of 
the life of fuch a villian Qiould fatisfy 
his revenge,. 

** After anabfence of two whole day$ 
from the Zoretta Palace, he brought 
Mortimer in his hand, and requefled 
my company in the very library, where 
I had feen fuch ftrong proofs of Olivia's 
attachment. 

" lobferved adegreeof embarraffment 
in the manner of Lord William ; but 
the cool and coUeded air of this mailer 

in 
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in hypocrify, this Mortimer, was Admi- 
rable. 

•• Lord William, " faid he, addrefling 
iiimfelf to me" has. imparted to. me a 
converfation, in which your lordfhip 
has thought fit to throw out infinua^ 
tions, relative to my condud, of fuch 
a nature, as it is impofiibie I can fub- 
mit to, witnou^ demanding of your 
lordfhip'a full and unequivocal expla- 
nation. '' 
• . i ' . .. . . . ^ . 

■ « Demand! /Mr. — ^ "' faid 1 with 
fcorn. 

'•That was my word, fir:^ — ^but, fure- 
ly, the importance of the fubje£l on 
which we meet (hould elevate our at- 
tention above mere words. The honour 
of the iiluflrious lady " 

^* 1 could reftrain my indignation no 

longer 
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longer. Did Lord William Derrington 
faid I, plan thisinfult-^-or, is he mere- 
ly the abettor of fuchinfolence? *• The 
honour of an ilhjlriom lady.'* God of 
my father do I hear rightly ? Is then 
the honour of Olivia Delia Zoretta in 
the cuftody of a hireling — ^a tutor! " 

" I am fuperior to your taunts, my 
Lord," replied Mortimer, coolly. — 
" They fall niere powerlefs zephyrs on 
the tranquillity of this bofom ; for it is 
guarded by thttatifman.o/ innocence, and 
humble as your Lordfhip may deem 
my lot in life, I had much rather be 
the thing you fo much defpifc, than I 
would move a living Monument ofSjften" 
didMifery." 

** What was there, Elmer, in thefc 
words, that, like a wizard's charm, they 
fliould fo overpiower me? Nervelefs^ 

trembling 
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trembling and fpeechlefs, 1 ftoocl be- 
fore the witnefs of my weaknefs. 

•* Mortimer, confummate in his art, 
felzed the moment of my humility, and 
continued." 

" I perceive, my Lord, your fitua- 
tioii, and I can forgive the tnjuftice of 
your opinions cbmr^rntng me, finoe I 
know they have originated i» crror.-^ 
You have fwpppfcd nue the pr^fwmp- 
fuouj lover ol the Ls^y Olivia^ and 
you have further imagined that I ani 
nUempting to g^ia ber affeflion^. The 
4ifiance between that Udy'^ rank and 
mine may, perhaps, in ? ftri^ly moral 
point oT view, caufe fuch an attempt to 
be deemed felfiifa, mean, and unwar- 
rantable ; but yet I hold it virtue, in 
comparifon with that effort of pai&on 
or ambition, which ffcksits own grati* 
4ication in oppolition io the will of the 
^ objeft 
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6t>je6l it purfuesi in defiance of the 
facred laws of love and honour !** 

'' I anfwered him not, but in fuUen 
filence left the library abruptly. I was 
convinced that there muft have been an 
interview between Mortimer Sydney 
and the Aftrologer, Julian. I am never 
long in my deliberation. I faw, at 
once, the only path of a£lion, and pro- 
ceeded inftantly. I fought the Marquis 
de la Zoretta. His pride of birth was 
the weak fide on which I made the firft 
attack. In a few words I faid, ^^ I had at 
length difcovered the obftacle which 
prevented the heir to the moft powerfiil 
fubjeS: in Europe from becoming the 
fon-in-law of the Marquis de la Zoretta* 
No longer, my dear- Marquis, let us 
fruitlefs fearch for the rational objec- 
tions of your daughter toOdavianof 
Rofenbergh, or myfelf. I have difco- 
*rered the caufe : it is a preference deeply 

rooted 
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rooted in Olivia's bofom, r . The Mar- 
quis flarted. *' Yes/'cojtiiamiedl, "Che 
loves another. Had he, on whom Ihe 
has placed her aflFeftions, been her 
equal; nay, had he been a man of a 
rank and fortune fimply refpeftable, I 
ihould lefs have felt the force of her pre- 
ference, but this choice is at once fo_ 
degrading to us, whom Qie has reje6led, 
to her family, and to herfelf, that the 
world will raife its million voices in 
loud derifion of us alL" 

'* The name of this man, my Lord — 
bis denomination — ^his country — ^his 
abode," cried the Marquis^ in a tone 
of impetuofity/* 

" You know, faid I, the Duchefs of 
Perrington." 

' • She vififcs here— well, what of her ?/' 

" Her 



** Her fon. Lord Williamt too— 
Does he not vilit here ?" 

" And is it he ? — the young diflem- 
bier. The Marchionefs and myfclf have 
noticed his attention to Oiivia, and her 
delight in his fociety, but confidering 
his youth, and having heard the Du« 
chefs an hundred times talk of his in- 
tended union with the fole heirefs of an 
Irilh family, we thought no more of it/* 

*• Ah, my dear Marquis^ faid I, you 
miftake me greatly ; 'tis not to Lord 
William that I allude. He is a youth 
of excellent intentions, and of confide^ 
rable talents ; but there is one a few 
years older than himfelf, whofe artifice 
has obtained, fuchfovereign fway o'er 
this young nobleman, that he^has be- 
come the mere tool and inftrument of 
that man's interefts. What would your 
Excellency think of its being proclaimed 

to 
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to the Frince of Beaumont, atid sdl 
the other illuftrious branches of your 
noble houfe, that Olivia de la Zqretta 
had married the travelling Tutor of this^ 
Lord William Derrington. 

'' The Marquis placed his hand 
upon his fword, and with pale and qui- 
vering lips, fwore — " that if but the 
fliadow of a proof appeared in confir- 
mation of my words, the death of Mor- 
timer Sydney fhould expiate hiscrime/*^ 

** I took hi« trembling hand, and led 
him to the library, where Lord William 
and his Tutor Hill remained. 

^* I repeated my charge to the face 
of this Mortimer. With aftotii filing 
cflFrontery he challenged me to proofs. 
1 defired Olivia herfelf might be fum- 
moned. Here Lord William interfered. 
He interceded with the Marquis to fpare 

his 
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his daughter's feelingt, and he would 
himielf unfold, what he termed^ the 
myftery. He then, with an hypocri* 
i^cai affumption,. of which I could nol 
have beUeyed^ htm capable, aflured the 
Marquis that hi» fritnd, as he called the 
fellow, Mortimer, had borne, on his 
account, and to relieve his feelings, the 
obliquies of an ambitious intermeddler, 
and a difappointed and rejeded fuitor. 
** I declare," continued he, ** that my 
friend, Mortimer Sydney, is above dif- 
fimulation, and I know, that had he, 
unfortunately for liis peace, cheriifaed * 
pretenfio&s to the heart and hand of 
Lady Olivia, or of one of a ftiU more 
exalted rank, he could not have been 
deterred from an open declaration of 
lois pretenfions by frowns, even more 
terrific than thofe of the afpiring Lati« 
more. Nor would the threats which 
jealoufy, envy, and ambition print, 
upon the brow of this fame Latimore, 

ever 
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tver have extorted a confeflion from 
fuch hearts as Mortimer's or his friend's. 
To a father's anger, however, Vre can- 
not be indifFercnt ; to appeafe a fatherV 
anguilh, the father too of the adored 
Olivia, every other feeling (hall be fa- 
crificed : to his private ear we will un« 
fold our hearts/' 

" This is all very ftrangc/* faid the 
Marquis, turning to me, ** but condc- 
fcend, my Lord, to ** 

** I retire, my Lord, faid I ; and 
after you have liftened to the marvel- 
lous declaration with which, I perceive, 
Lord William Dcrrington defigns to 
honour you, I will produce one fimple 
proof, that fliall confound the framers 
of fuch an impudent impofture. 



♦* I withdrew info the garden* 



In 
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** In about an hour the Marquis 
jomed me* There was an anxiety in 
his countenance, but the anger which 
had fired it was extinguiihed." 

. " My dear friend," faid he, '* your 
zealous intereft can never be fuflSciently 
acknowledged by the Zoretta family, 
but it has mifled you. I am convinced 
that Mr. Sydney has never harboured a 
pretenfion to my daughter. Lord Wil- 
liam has declared he loves her, and has 
even acknowledged that he believes 
Olivia would not rejeO: him, if he were 
at liberty to offer her his hand. Mark, 
my dear friend, he has had the info- 
ience to tell the father of Olivia to his 
iace, that his daughter loves a foreigner, 
whQiis not at liberty to offer his hand. 
I have been cheated out of my revenge 
for fuch an infult to the Zoretta name, 
by the pity^ which the apparent fuffer- 
ings of the boy created. He flied tears 

as 
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as he told his tale. He even fell upon 
his knees, imploring me to grant him 
the privilege of living in hope, that the 
Duke, his father, might relax from his 
ftern rcfolution of marrying him to 
another, or that, continuing to perfiift 
in fuch a refolution, he might, by a pa- 
tient delay, abfolve himfelf from the 
crime of a willing and hafty difobe« 
dience/* 

** And, doubtlefs, faid I, the Mar- 
quisde la Zoretta promifed the young 
firipling to defer taking into his confi« 
deration the overtures of fuch men as 
Oftavian of Rofenbergh, and wait till 
the hefitating bpy has quite determined 
whether he will condefcend i 



" Hold,'* cried the Marquis, ** you 
drive me mad." 

** Oh, for fliame, for Ihame, conti- 
nued 



SPLENDID MISERY. 24I 

nued I. I tell your Excellency, once 
for all, you have fufFered yourfelf to 
become the dupe of a mod artful wretch. 
Say, is it likely that a youth, with 
whofe warm blood the power of love 
has mingled, could, in his eighteenth 
year, fo prudently and coolly argue on 
the fubjeft of his love. My noble 
friend, this is the fyftem of this Morti- 
mer, who feeks to build his fortune 
upon the infamy of your illuftrious 
houfe. Tell me, has Olivia herfelf fub- 
fcribed to the truth of this fine flory ?" > 

*' Here comes her mother," faid the 
Marquis, *' flie has been converfing 
with her — yrt fhall learn," 

*' The Marchionefs met us. She 
was in teats; and, in the language of 
diftrefs, acknowledged her belief, that 
the happinefs of Olivia depended upon 
her union with Lord William/' 

VOL, I. L *' What 
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and the ftripling's fword conquered 
Latimore. Oh, if ever I ceafe to hate 
him for fuch a ftroke of infamy, forfake 
me fortune. No, unto death will I pur- 
fuehim, with every torture thatmalice 
andhatred can invent : aye, on the very 
brink of the gulph of everlafling infamy 
would I ftruggle with him, nor quit 
my hold till one or both of us have 
fallen to itsloweft depth. 

" Now, mark again. The time al- 
lowed Olivia for deliberation expired. 
She had been clofely confined in the 
fhort interval, and every branch of the 
family had ftrove in vain to turn the 
purpofe of her father. She made her 
election fot the cloifter. She was ad- 
mitted, and took the veil. The Der- 
ringtons and their Mortimer returned to 
England, and I was appointed to ac- 
company Lord P to Berlin. 

** About 
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" About twelvemonths afterwards 
we returned again to Vienna. The old 
Count Rofenbergh was then dead, and 
Oftavian had fucceeded to the title and 
eftates, He gave me prefling and re- 
peated invitations to fpend fome time 
at Rofenbergh caftle, and at length I 
went there. My mind, by this time, 
had yielded to fome remorfe for the 
part I had taken againft Olivia, but I 
ftill cherilhed for Lord William and his 
tninion increafing hate. At Rofenbergh 
caftle I once more encountered Old 
Julian. His behaviour was, now 
intolerable. He reviled me in the 
broadeft terms, as the author of the 
mifery of Olivia and Lord William." 

*' Latimore," faid he, *' I warned 
you of that malignant fpot in your 
bright deftiny, which your own con- 
du6l has fwelled intaacloiid ofmilery, 
that now hovers over you, big with 
L 3 deftruftion. 
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deftruflion. Olivia is roiferable— 
Lord William is uiiferabk, but their 
mifeiy is blifs compared to that which 
will be thine, th&u Umajg M9mm€M lof 
Spkmiii Mifiry r 

** Eeungcd,, I duruft the old man 
firofln mc wittli oontsmpt,, and oraoK 
nnndedUm mtxa to appear before me 
agabu Tfai[eeda]psafterwaids, haTm^ 
convinced mjCel^ by n^edicm, bxw 
nnjnfilj I bad behaved to lum, I deter* 
XEticBetl to make bim a Tifit dPrepentance^ 
and to aik him for a copy of my horo^. 
fcope, which, before our rupture at 
Bologna, he had promifed to draw for 
me. With this determination I re* 
paired about noon to the Aftrological 
Tower. The old woman, who occu-- 
pied the lower apartment, told me that 
Jalian had been ftudyingall night upon 
feme particular account, and had 
ftrif^tly ordered her not to interrupt 

him 
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bim before twelve o'clock, when (he 
was to carry him his breakfaft* She 
was then preparing the meal, and faid 
file would acquaint him that I was 
there. In a few minutes the poor erea- - 
tare, with terror in her countenance, re- 
turned with tidings that her matter, as 
flie termed the Aftrologer, was vanilhed. 
*' He has not been there all night, for 
certain/* cried flic, " for his night* " 
gown, in which he always ftudies, is 
untouched where I left it, and the robe 
and girdle he had on in the day time 
are vaniflied with him/' 

" As well as terror permitted her, 
the old woman related her fears, that 
Satan had run away with her matter, 
for ftie was perfuaded he had not pa (Ted 
her chamber, which was the only paf- 
fage by which he could leave the 
tower. I, myfelf, afcended the wind- 
ing ftaircafe, and explored the ftudy of 
L 4 tha 
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the (latues. No Julian was there«-*but 
on the table I found two letters, dU 
redled, one for the Count of Rofen- 
berghy and the other for myfelf. In- 
ftantly breaking the feal, I read this 
very letter, which contained this 
horofcope." 

The Earl here drew them from his 
bofom. The latter he had {hewn to 
Elmer in his laft interview. The letter 
contained thefe words : — 

** Receive, Latimore, the tokens of 
fplendour, power, wealth and talents, 
which are decreed to you; — ^Virtue 
alone is wanting to render your life a 
fource of happinefs to yourfelf, and a 
brilliant page in theannalsof the world. 
She, on whom you have heaped a 
weight of injuries, which finks her to 
an early grave, pardons you and dies. 
He, for whofe fake Ihe fufFers, and will 

die. 
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die, lives an objeft of admiration and 
elteem to the reft of mankind; — to you 
an objeft of jealoufy and hate. With 
this laft teftimony of my remembrance, 
your horofcope, receive my laft ad- 
vice. Repair the injuries of Olivia by 
jutticq to Lord William. He is your 
rival in talents, and I know he will be 
your rival in power. Torn by your 
arm from the temple of Hymen and 
peace, he has devoted himfelf to the 
fervice of his country, and I know he 
will be eminent in war and in council, 
for he feconds the promifcs of his def- 
tiny by a devotednefs to virtue. At his 
birth, as at your own, prefided Jupiter, 
that illuftrious ftar of glory. Olivia's 
deftiny has been to him as it has been 
to you, a fpeck of mifery in a field of 
luftre, but here mark the difference — 
his honour has not been fuUied — his 
virtue has not been fliaken by the love 
he cherilhed, nor even by the pangs of 
L 5 difappointment 



250 SPL£KDID MISERY. 

difappointtncnt which he ftill endures. 
Can Latimore's refentful breafl: echo 
fuch peaccftil ftrains ? Ah, no — 2 knovr 
him well. I know that even now, 
wlien the fweec glow of beauty is hourl/ 
dilkppeaiingfromthofecfaeeks, €m which 
the hand of mehincholy, in her mid- 
night Tigils, has marked the mortal 
ficknefs of the heart in death-pale char* 
aders, I know he fighs §ofr the poffeC 
fioQ of thofe diarms himfelf has facri- 
ficed, and ftill purfues, with darts of 
malice, die man preferred to Latimore. 
Yet hear ; oh, liften, ere too late, to 
wifdom and to virtue. Here let the 
conflLi6l of bafe paflions end ; for if they 
ftill go on in warfare witli the better 
knowledge of your head, and the better 
feelings of your heart, I fwear to you 
that never have mankind yet witneffed 
fuch a union of Mifery with Splendour^ 
as awaits Lord Latimore/' 

'^ Well, 
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*^ Well, Elmer," faidtheEarl, ^*What 
think you of old Julian as a mora- 
lizer ? His language is threatening with 
a vengeance you perceive ; yet will I, 
in defpite of thi^ old fool's anathemas, 
purfue m]r glorj. No obftades Jhall 
arreft my icToIute porfuitj^ihoit of dieath 
orconqudLi 

** To rctom. The letter to the 
Coimt was merely aformal &rewel, and 
ftatcd that old Julian had chofen to end 
his days in a retreat^ that never would 

be known. The County little anxious 
either concerning his aftrologer or his 
ftudies^ gave himfelf no trouble to dif- 
cover his retreat. About a month after 
his departure a courier arrived from 
Bologna, ftating that Olivia had efcaped 
from her convent, and had eluded all 
purfuit. The date of her elopement 
tallied fo exaftly with that of old Ju- 
lian's retreat,, that no doubt could be 
L6 left 
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left refpefting his being concerned in 
herflight. Theinterefthehadever fhewn 
too for Lord William, hi^ appearance 
at Bologna, where it was proved never 
dwelt any of his relations, all tended 
to confirm our opinion. The Count 
and I fat oflF inftantly for Bologna. — 
The Marquis and Marchionefs were in 
defpair, and their ignorance of the fu- 
ture deftination of their child added 
ten fold to their anguifh. 

" By enquiries, naturally direfled to 
England and the Derrington family, it 
appeared that Lord William, at the 
time of Olivia's elopement, was with 
the Duke, his father, at their eflate, in 
Scotland, But that Mr. Sydney had not 
•been heard of for many months, having 
eotirely taken leave of the family. 

** This information plainly pointed 
him out as the author and companion 

of 
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of her flight; andexpofed the duplicity 
and mock virtue of Lord William, Ju- 
lian, and Olivia herfelf. 

" Time rolled on, without affording 
the flighted clue by which a difcovery 
might be traced. Rewards had been 
offered, punifliments denounced in 
vain, and the family, formally re- 
nouncing Olivia, put themfelves in 
mourning as for her death. 

'' Accident, however, about two years 
afterwards, led me to the place of her 
retreat. I was travelling through the 
fouth of France, and had flopped to 
change hprfes at an obfcure fmall vil- 
lage, which pleafed me fo much by its 
appearance, that I determined to dine 
there. Sauntering through fbme de- 
lightful vineyards, my ears were ftruck 
by the tones of a lute. I liftened, and 
followed the found. It led me to a 
cottage, fimple and elegant, at the win- 
dow 
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dow of which fat a lemale, whofe form, 
even at a di fiance, commanded admi- 
ration ; but imagine my fenfations, 
when upon a near approach, I recog- 
nifed Olivia, as beautiful as ever ! The 
firft impulfe led me to the gate ; a little 
dog barked; the fair refugee difap- 
pearedfrom the window, and an old 
man came to the door. It was Julian, 
of Rofenbergh. At the fight of me he 
fled into the houfe, and in a few mi- 
nutes appeared the villain, Mortimer. 
Oh, Elmer, why, why did the fates 
ordain that meeting ?" 

Here ihe Earl placed his hand upon 
his forehead. ** I am fick, I am faint,'* 
cried he, ** the ftruggles of my heart are 
too powerful for this mortal tenement. 
Leave me awhile, Elmer. When I have 
recovered my ftrength I will fend Du- 
rand to defire your attendance, and you 
Ihall hear the conclufion of my ftory." 

END OF VOL. I. 

Hole: Priated by J. Pardee. 
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